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The hues of bliſs more brightly glow 

Chaſten'd by ſabler tints of woe, 
And blended form with artful ſtrife 

The ſtrength and harmony of life. 
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As Mr. and Mrs. Forteſcue were tra- 
velling from the North of Ireland to 
their own eſtate near Dublin, a violent 
ſtorm of thunder and lightning frighten'd 
the Lady fo much, ſhe was unable to pro- 
ceed; and not being near any town or 
capital village, they were obliged to ſtop 
at a miſerable cottage *till the tempeſt 
abated. Apprehenſiye of no danger but 
from the lightning, when the ſtorm was 
over, Mr. Forteſcue in vain perſuaded 
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his Lady to poſtpone their journey till 
the next morning: the hovel they were in 
was ſo very wretched, as almoſt to juſtify 
her obſtinacy, though it was many miles 
to the 1nn at which they were to ſleep, and 


great part of the road was over a dreary 


and unfrequented common. In com- 
phance to her wiſhes, though againſt his 


own judgment, the indulgent huſband 


ordered the carriage, and left the hamlet 
at eight o'clock. I will take the oppor- 
tunity of the firſt part of their journey, 
which paſſed without misfortune or ad- 
venture, to introduce them to my read- 
ers in form, as they are to bear ſo conk- 
derable a part in the enſuing pages. 


Mr. Forteſcue was a man of rank and 
fortune, his diſpoſition amiable and be- 


nevolent; but though his converſation 


was lively, and he did not want ſenſe, 


yet his judgment was weak, and his opi- 


nion caſily guided by thoſe for whom he 
had a regard. Of a temper irreſolute 
and 
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and apprehenſive, he was fortunate in be- 
ing united to a woman whoſe underſtand- 
ing and a ſtrength of mind ſuperior to 
moſt of her ſex, made her capable of 
directing him in all affairs of conſe- 
quence; yet her ſentiments were always 
given with ſuch mildneſs, and ſhe op- 
poſed him, when wrong, with ſuch deh- 
Cacy, that he could ſcarcely avoid ſup- 
poſing he followed the bent of his own 
inclinations. x 
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Mrs. Forteſcae was, indeed, in every 
Tenſe of the word, a valuable woman: her 
natural underſtanding had been improved 
by the beit books and the beſt company; 
nor had a conſtant courſe of proſperity 
rendered her unfeeling to the miſeries of 
others; yet her ſenſibility was not of that 
kind, which could | 


Neep ver the witl ering leaf of a roſe; 


but her generoſity was unbounded, and 
her charity univerſal: nor did the fear of 
B 2 wounding 
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wounding her feelings ever drive her from 


a ſcene of diſtreſs, as ſhe regarded not a 
flight inconvenience. to herſelf, if ſhe 
could by any means contribute to the 


relief or comfort of others. 


When they were half way over the wild 
common I mentioned before, a light 
accident that happened to the harneſs 
obliged the poſtillion to diſmount to re- 
pair it. The inſtant the carriage ſtopt, 
they were alarmed by loud and repeated 
groans, that ſeemed to proceed from 
ſome perſon in extreme agony very near 
them, and which the noiſe of the wheels 
had before prevented their hearing. 


Equally courageous and humane, neither 


the fears of the ſervants, nor Mr. For- 
teſcue's nalf-owned apprehenſions, could 
prevent Mrs. Forteſcue from deſiring the 
man to drive the carriage ſlowly to the 
place from whence the groans were heard. 
He unwillingly obeyed, and a few mo- 
ments brought them to the ſpot. Their 

terror 
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terror ſubſided on ſeeing a poſt-chaiſe 
which had been overturned down a ſmall 
bank: fortunately the horſes were ſo en- 
tangled in the harneſs that they could not 


go on, or the driver muſt have been in- 


ſtantaneouſly killed, but he was totally 
confined by one of the wheels, and mi- 
ſerably _ bruiſed. Whilſt the ſervants 
were buſily employed in releaſing him, 
Mrs. Forteſcue was eagerly enquiring 
if there was no one in the carriage? An 
anſwer in the affirmative, raiſed her ap- 
prehenſions for the fate of the paſſenger, 
and her fears were ſoon confirmed by the 
doors being opened, and a woman meanly 
dreſt taken out, whom, as it was ſup- 
poſed, a violent blow on the temple had 
deprived of life. Wrapped carefully up 
in the woman's cloth cloak, they found 
in the bottom of the chaile aſleep, a little 
infant, not more than three months old; 
apparently unhurt. Of her Mrs. For- 
teſcue immediately took the charge, 
feaving the driver to the care of thier 
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footman, who placed him in the car- 
rage, and mounting the horſes, followed 
his maſter's, till they arrived at the town 
where they were to ſleep. 


Their firſt care was to fend for a ſur- 
geon, who pronounced the woman irre- 
coverably gone; ſet the fellow's arm, 
which was broken, and declared him in 
no danger. Their attention was then be- 


ſtowed on their little charge, whoſe ex- 


treme beauty made ſuch an impreſſion 
on Mrs. Forteſcue, together with its 
helpleſs and forlorn ſituation, that ſhe 
begged her huſband to let her keep the 
chid, as ſhe doubted not the conſent of 
its friends would be eaſily obtained, as ſhe 
could not ſuppoſe from the appearance 
of the woman, or the dreis of the child, 
which though clean was coarſe, that they 
were of any very elevated rank in life. In 
this opinion they were confirmed by en- 
quiring of the driver from what place he 
had brought them; as he ſaid he was re- 
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7 
turning from a town ſome miles diſtant, 
at the edge of the heath he met the wo- 
man walking with the child 1n one arm, 
and a bundle in the other: ſhe begged, 
as the chaiſe was empty, he would let her 
get in, as the ſtorm was then coming on 
with great violence: he conſented merely 
from a principle of humanity, as he could 


have no hopes of a reward:---he added, 


he did not know from what place ſhe 
came, but ſuppoſed from her apparent 
fatigue ſhe had walked many mules, and. 


quite acroſs the country, as it was in a 


very unfrequented road he firit ſaw her. 


To an infant thrown ſo peculiarly un- 
der her protection, Mrs. Forteſcue con- 
ſidered herſelf bound by every tie, and 
determined never to forſake her; but 
fearing her huſband's relations, many of 
whom were narrow-minded and illiberal, 


would condemn her tor bringing into the 


family a child, who had no claims but on- 
their benevolence, and who could never 
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gave a handſome preſent to the poor fel- 
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repay their ſervices, but with affection 
and gratitude, ſhe requeſted the infant 
might paſs for her niece. Her ſiſter, 
who had juſt 'embarked from England 
for the Eaſt-Indies, had loſt a little girl 
about the ſame age; it was therefore ſet- 
tled that ſhe ſhould be introduced to Mr. 
Forteſcue's family as this child, whom 
her ſiſter, Mrs. Sommerville, had ſent 
over, fearing the length of the voyage 
and the heat of the climate might be fa- 
tal to her. 


This point concluded, they next ſent 
for the clergyman of the place, who bap- 
tized the infant by the name of Honoria 
Sommerville; and to him they gave an 
account of .the accident that threw the 
child on their protection, and begged his 
aſſiſtance in endeavouring to find her fa- 
ther. He promiſed to take every poſſible 
method, and let them know privately the 
reſult of his enquiries. Mr. Forteſcue 
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low who had. broken his arm, deſiring 
him, if ever he ſhould diſcover who the 
woman was he had taken up, to inform 
Mr. Richardſon. They then proceeded 
on their journey with that ſatisfaction of 
mind which ever flows from a conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acted right; and at the 
next ſtage took a nurſe for little Honoria, 
and by this precaution evaded all poſſi- 
bility of a diſcovery, as they could con- 
fide in their ſervant, who had lived with 
Mr. Forteicue's father from a boy; and 
at the fame time were well aſſured, Mr. 
Richardſon would uſe every method to 


diſcover the relations of the unfortunate 
infant. 


Mrs. Forteſcue had: examined the wo- 
man's bundle, but could find nothing to 
throw any light on the myſterious affair, 
It contained only ſome linen, and one 
coarſe gown; but from her pocket they 
took a ſeal ſet in gold, with the cypher 
ED, a very remarkable crown piece, and 
| cc ”- a ſmall 


— — 


* — 
— 2 _— * 
1 . — 
1 — — 42 * * — "OY . _> - 
_ o * * © * * * 1 —— - - - — - = 
* 2 * . . 2 — — 4 a = 
* : « = 82 _ — * - a 23 or py * — * 
— by * * — ii * — — * * 
33 i — —— — T — __— * = _ — e —— * * — * — — _ * 
— — — 2 _ = * * * + Ad — — ä — 2 #694. 1 WES 
w L * — * ww . — * * * —— — 1 * * 
— „ e — — — „ Wo — — 
— 2 + "2 - - — — „ 
—_— A ge 0 * » * 


ER 
— l 


— — — * gh 
ES 
at — 


— 
— — — 


— 
— 


— 
— 


— 
— — . — 
" 


— 


Bon . 
— £ „ 
— 
„ —— pa 
"AR —— — 
— & — 
2 


3 
9 * 
1 — 
. 
F - 
* 
* 


— 


IO. HONORIA SOMMER VIEL: 


a ſmall ſilver croſs. Of theſe Mrs. For- 
teſcue thought it her duty to take parti- 


eular care, as they might one day lead to 
a knowledge of the child's birth; though 
ſhe was more than ever convinced thas 


birth was low, yet it leſſened not her af- 
fection for the infant; on the contrary; 
ſhe rejoiced in the idea that if acknow- 
ledged, the child would ſcarcely be ta- 
ken away, as her relations would probably 
be highly pleaſed at the proſpect of her 
Faing ſo. well provided for.. 


Reſpecting the r and childhood 
of our heroine, I have little more to add 


than that ſhe was received by Mr. Forteſ- 


cue's relations as his wife's niece; and: 
Mr. and Mrs. Sommerville dying abroad, 


made a diſcovery of the impoſture leſs 
probable. She was educated with the 
fame care and attention: that they be- 
ſtowed on their daughter Henrietta, who 
was two. years older than Honoria, and 


who inher iting all her mother's goodneſs, 
+ loved. 


K. 


' TT 1 I. 


; loved her fictitious couſin with. the ſame. 
4 affection. 


In the courſe of ſixteen years they had: 
frequently heard from Mr. Richardſon, 
who always informed them his enquiries 
had been unattended with ſucceſs. 


Long deſcriptions are in general tire-- 

ſome and unintereſting; therefore I. will 
only ſay that at the age of ſeventeen Ho- 
noria was the wonder of all wlio knew 
her; that her beauty was exquiſite, her 
underſtanding elevated, and her wit re- 
fined; without enumerating thoſe trivial 
graces and elegant. accomplittments ſhe 
poſſeſſed in an eminent degree, which 
though not eſſential to the character of a 
woman, often ſtrike more forcibly than. 
the moſt ſolid virtues without them. But: 
in the amiable Honoria every charm was. 
united; for whillt the graces of her per- 
ſon attracted admiration, the qualities of 

| her heart and mind. enſured eſteem. 

: | | - Henrietta 
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M R. ForxTEsCUE lived abort three 


miles from a ſmall town, where there 


were no families of rank to viſit at Wood- 
Park, conſequently all the ſociety they 
had was from the gentlemens' ſeats 
around them; and as in that part of the 


country theſe were but thinly ſcattered, 
the acquiſition of a new acquaintance was 


conſidered by the younger part of the 
family as. the moſt deſirable event that 
could poſſibly happen. Early in the 
ſpring that compleated Honoria's ſeven- 
teenth year, the neighbourhood was en- 
livened by the arrival of a regiment at 
J.—, Mr. Forteſcue, as well as the 
reſt of the gentlemen, gave the officers 
a general invitation to his houſe ; a cir- 
cumſtance that could not but be pleaſing 
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to two girls, who had ſpent the winter in. 
almoſt an entire ſolitude, the family in 
conſequence of a ſevere fit of illneſs that 
attacked Mr. Forteſcae, having given 
up their uſual journey to Dublin. 


Among all the ladies who graced: the 
parties and aſſemblies, Miſs Forteſcue 
and Miſs Sommerville were diſtinguiſhed 
by the officers by a particular attention, 
and chough theſe ladies found no attrac- 


tions in the gentlemen that could either 


charm or captivate, yet being of a diſ- 
poſition to be pleaſed, they were amuſed 
with the follies in the young which they 
could not admire, and endeavoured to 
improve by the ſenſe and tnowledge of 
ſoine of the elder, who had not the pow- 
er to entertain. 


One day at dinner, Major Stevens in. 
a blunt manner addreſſed che yours la- 
dies thus: © I hope you intend to be at 
the aſſembly to-morrow, for Captain Ef- 


fingham. 
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fingham is juſt arrived, and makes his 
firſt appearance; and whatever you may 


think of our young men in general, he is 


well worth your notice, as he is really the 


prettieſt fellow in the regiment,” In- 


deed, Major, (replied Honoria) that will 
be no recommendation to. me; I do not 
like- pretty. fellows in any profeſſion, but 
eſpecially in the military.“ Why, to 
be ſure, (returned the Major, filling his 
glaſs) he is but young, and does not love 
his bottle ſo well as a ſoldier ſhould, for 
a chearful glaſs, you. know, Mr. Forteſ- 
cue, inſpires one with courage, but when 
the young man. has been a few months in 
the regiment, he will improve, no doubt.“ 
ce If he follows your example, to be fure 
he will,” (replied Henrietta ſmiling), 
Nothing more paſſed that day reſpecting 
the Captain, but enough had been faid to 


excite ſome curioſity in the young ladies, 


When Mrs. Forteſcue came the next 


morning into the breakfaſt parlour, ſhe 


told 
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16 HONORIA. SOMMERVIALE! 

told them with an air of concern, that 
ſhe was ſorry to diſappoint them, but 
Mr. Forteſcue was ſo ill, in conſequence 
of having drank too freely the day before 
in compliment to the Major, that it was 


Impoſſible ſhe could leave him, “and you 
know (added ſhe) you cannot go with- 


out me.” *© But, dear madam, cried 


Henrietta, ſurely we need not all ſtay at 
home; leave me with my father, and 
take Honoria.” © Do you believe me 
ſo ſelfiſh? (anſwered Honoria, reproach- 


fully) no, madam, I will attend my 
uncle, and Henrietta ſhall go with you.” 
« Well, (ſaid Mrs. Forteſcue) ſettle the 
conteſt as you pleaſe ; if: one of you will 
ſtay at home, I will go with the other 


with all my heart.” When they retired 


to their apartment a generous argument 
took place, but after a great many en- 
treaties from Henrietta, and excuſes from 
Honoria, the latter was prevailed upon 
to go. 


Honoria 
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Honoria never looked ſo charming; 
her dreſs was white muſlin, with ſky- blue 
ribbands, yet ſhe was diſſatisfied with 


herſelf, and when ſeated in the coach, 
almoſt repented having accepted her cou- 


ſin's obliging offer. Immediately on 


their entering the ball room, Major Ste- 
vens introduced Captain Effingham to 


her, and ſhe could not but allow his en- 


comiums were juſt. They ſtood up to 
dance very ſoon. Honoria was unuſually 
chearful, but her partner, though polite 
and ſenſible, was reſerved; this checked 
her vivacity. She might however have 


had the ſatisfaction of being envied by 


almoſt every woman in the room, but 


her heart was too benevolent to receive 


pleaſure from any circumſtance that ap- 
Fe gave pain to another. 


Mr. Forteſcue retired early, but his 
daughter was too impatient to hear 


ſome account of the evening, not to ſit 


up for Honoria, who diſmiſſed her maid 
1 | | ſooner 
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ſooner than uſual, that ſhe might gratify 
her friend's curioſity. When they were 
alone, Well, my dear girl, (cried 
Henrietta,) © have you ſeen the irre- 
ſiſtible ſtranger ? did you dance with 
him ? how do you like him? did he 
aniwer your expectations?“ © When you 
wil give me time, (anſwered Honoria, 
ſmiling,) I will reply to your queſtions, 
I danced with Captain Effingham, but 
I really cannot tell how I like him. He 
is undoubtedly greatly ſuperior to his: 
brother officers, both for ſenſe and ele- 
gance of perſon,” © But I want (returned® - 
Henrietta) a particular deſcription.” 
« Really I did not obſerve him enough. 
to be a proper painter, (rejoined Ho- 
noria) but you may judge for yourſelf 
on Tueſday, for my aunt has aſked him 
to dinner with the Colonel and Mr. 
Wilmington. Yet I will endeayour to 
give you a deſcription, though ill qua- 
lified for it. He is very tall, and 
extremely well made; the contour of 


his face uncommonly ſtriking ; his eyes 
are dark, and expreſſive of good ſenſe 
and benevolence; there is a dignity in 
his aſpe& and a gentleneſs in his man- 
ner, that are ſeldom ſeen in the ſame 
perſon: his teeth are very white, and 
his noſe Grecian. He danced ſo much 
better than any man in the room, that 
a compariſon would be ridiculous. He 
talked but little, yet, from what he ſaid, 
it was eaſy to obſerve he had a very 
ſuperior underſtanding, and had always 
been accuſtomed to the beſt company.” 
« Upon my word, Honor, (ſaid Hen- 
rietta) conſidering you took fo little 
notice of your partner, you have de- 
ſcribed him very accurately, and on 
Tueſday I ſhall judge of the likeneſs.” 
Honoria coloured, and turned the con- 
verſation to the reſt of the company; 
it laſted only a quarter of an hour longer, 
and they parted for the night. 


Captain 
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Captain Effingham had loſt his parents 
in his infancy, but Lord Bridgewater, his 
mother's brother, bred him up, and 
treated him with the affection of a father; 
the Captain was educated with his Lord- 
ſhip's ſon at Oxford; but when Mr. 
Bridgewater went on his travels, he 
bought his nephew a commiſſion, as 
almoſt from his childhood he had mani- 
feſted a preference for a military life. 
The family at Wood Park ſoon diſtin- 
guiſhed the Captain from the reſt of the 


corps, nor was he inſenſible of their 


attention, or unworthy of it: he had too 


much diſcernment not to obſerve thei 
ſtriking ſuperiority of theſe ladies, and 
too much goodneſs of heart not to be 


grateful for their kindneſs. Often weary 


of the boiſterous mirth of his brother 
officers, he would fly for relief to the 
elegant ſociety at the Park, who on their 
fide were always happy in ſuch an 
addition to their little parties of reading, 
waiking and riding. In a few months he 
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became abſolutely eſſential to their happi- 
neſs; and the day in which he viſited them 


not, was conſidered by the whole family as 


a blank. He paid ſuch an equal attention 


to all, that none but the moſt delicate 
obſerver, and one well acquainted with all 


the fears and tender anxieties of love, 


could diſcern: - that Honoria was the 


object of his preference, though ſhe was 


indeed the object of his moſt ardent 
affection. At their balls he danced 
alternately with the couſins, chatted to 
them equally, and maintained ſuch an 
apparent indifference in his company, that 
Mrs. Forteſcue was quite ſatisfied; for 
though ſhe delighted in his company, ſhe 
by no means wiſhed that an attachment 


ſhould take place between him and either 


her daughter or Honoria. But Honoria 


was not inſenſible to his merits, nor 


unacquainted with his partiality, though 
her delicacy ſcarcely permitted her to 
OWN, even to herſelf, that ſhe regarded 
him with more chan common friendſhip; ; 

and 
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0 and Effingham, from a point of honour, 
11 had never acquainted her with his paſſion 
N 1 by any method but his eyes, and theſe 
| | | had diſcloſed the ſecret unknown to 
149 himſelf. 

Wl: Several months paſſed away in per- 
"1 fect eaſe and tranquillity ; not that 
hl inſipid tranquillity, that unvarying calm- 
bit! neſs, which ſtagnates the ſoul ; for every 
i il morning's dawn brought with it ſome 
We * animating hope, and every ſetting 
wh ſun ſaw that hope realized. When one 
| g | morning Captain Effingham entered the 
164 houſe with an appearance of uncaſineſs 
ö . 5 that ſurpriſed and alarmed the whole 
it | family, Mr. Forteſcue advanced to meet 


him ; Mrs. Forteſcue let her book fall to 
the ground; Henrietta exclaimed, © Hea- 
vens ! what's the matter?“ but Honoria 
turned pale as death, fat ſtill, and ſpoke 
not a word. The cauſe was too ſoon 
explained ; the regiment was ordered to 
America, and they were to begin their 
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march the next day for the place from 
whenee they were to embark. The con- 
cern the whole family felt at this intel- 
ligence, prevented them from obſerving 
the effect it had on each other; and the 
expreſſions of regret were ſo warm and 


animated, that only an unintereſted ſpec- 


tator could have noticed that Honoria 
joined not in them, though her counte- 
nance evidently expreſſed how deeply her 
heart was affected. In a ſhort time, 
however, they all grew more compoſed, 
and Effingham, after promiſing to ſpend 
the day with them, walked out with Mr. 


Forteſcue to view ſome improvements he 


had been making in the park. Henrietta 
then propoſed to her mother a ſtroll into 
the garden, purpoſely to give her friend 
time to recover from the agitation into 
which this unwelcome ſurpriſe had 
thrown her. With a look expreſſive of 
gratitude and affection, ſhe availed herſelf 


of this opportunity, and retired to her 
chamber. After relieving her heart by 


tears, 
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tears, ſhe took it ſeverely to taſk, for its 
weakneſs in feeling too high a degree of 
regard for a man, who, though amiable 
and deſerving, had only paid her com- 
mon attention, and to whom therefore 
common eſteem was only due. Aſſiſted 
by this recollection, and ſummoning her 
ſex's pride to her aid, ſhe ſoon fancied 
ſhe had obtained a compleat conqueſt 
over her heart, and with a determination 
to think no more of the author of her 
uneaſineſs, ſhe left her room, and went 
into the garden to meet Mrs. Forteſcue. 
But fate had otherwiſe ordained it. Mr. 
Forteſcue had been called to one of his 
tenants, and Captain Effingham was 
returning to ſeek the ladies, when he 
met Honoria at the end of a long walk. 
The confuſion that appeared in both their 
countenances was a proof that this inter- 
view, though unexpected, was not un- 
pleaſing to either party. Effingham 
addreſſed Honoria with heſitation, and 
for ſome minutes they walked on in a 

total 


an SI. 


:! ß p ns ee 


WW W2 


Us 


— 22 — — 


TTT 


total ſilence, which ſhe was anxious to 


break, that almoſt without knowing what 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe obſerved he. would ſee 
nothing in America like the ſcene before 
him. „No, Madam, (he replied) nor 
ſhall I ever again ſee ſo perfect a model 
of human excellence as that I now 
behold,” looking at her with a peculiar 
tenderneſs. Doubly diſtreſſed at a com- 
pliment ſhe had ſo inadvertently brought 
upon herſelf, ſhe bluſhed, but made no 
anſwer, and they again walked in ſilence, 
till they came to a terrace, which looked 


over a beautiful valley, at the bottom of 


which a river meandered, and the oppo- 


| ſite hill was diverſified with cornfields 


and meadows, and crowned with woods. 


Here they ſtopped, and Honoria fixed her 


eyes, apparently with admiration, on the 
proſpect; but ſo differently were her 
thoughts engaged, that had the beautiful 
verdure of the fields been covered with 
ſnow, the change would by her have been 
unobſerved. With a forced ſmile, which 


Was intended to conceal the anguiſh he 
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felt; © I ſhall, indeed, (ſaid Captain 
Effingham) never again behold objects 
ſo-intereſting to me. Yet averſe as I am 
to the voyage, it is not, believe me, the 
dangers of war that I dread; no: as I 
cannot be here, I know no ſituation pre- 
ferable to a field of battle: deſpair has 
ſo compleatly filled my mind, that as I 
have no hope of happineſs here, I have 


no fear of death, and if I am fo fortunate 


as to render my country any ſervice, it 
will not I hope be material whether I was 
actuated by a love of glory, or a care- 
lefineſs of life; for the ſenſations with 
which I ſhall march to an engagement, 
will by no means be equal to what I ſhall 
this . evening feel, when I quit Wood- 
Park, perhaps for ever.” © Good Hea- 
vens, Sir, what do you mean?” (exclaim- 
ed Honoria). He proceeded : © I can no 
longer continue the cruel filence I have hi- 
therto impoſed on myſelf ; and ſurely at 
this time, at this probably laſt interview, 
it will be no breach of honour to confeſs, 

lovelieſt 
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lovelieſt of women! the paſſion I have 
ill endeavoured to conceal ; yet conſcious 
as I have ever been of the inferiority of 
my expectations, and of my dependant 
ſituation, how could I, conſiſtently with 
my ideas of propriety, return Mr. For- 
teſcue's hoſpitality by endeavouring to 
make an intereſt in the heart of his 
beloved niece ? Yet the thoughts of 
leaving you unacquainted with the ſtate 
of my mind, was an additional pang to 
the many I felt when the order arrived 
for our march ; and I ſhall not repent, 
if you, Miſs Sommerville, will forgive 
my audacity ; I only aſk your forgiveneſs 
and friendſhip more I dare not hope for.” 
Agitated as ſhe was with this ſpeech, 
ſhe had enough command of herſelf to 
ſay with tolerable compoſure, * The 
friendſhip, Sir, of all this family is your's, 
and their beſt wiſhes for your ſafety and 
return, in all which J ſincerely join 
them.“ —© And is this all ?=at leaſt tell 
me you pardon me: do not let me leave 
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you with the inſuppertable idea of having 
incurred your diſpleaſure.” «Pardon you! 
—Oh! Captain Effingham !-—” She 
could add no more; the tears were 
forcing their paſſage down her cheeks, and 
ſhe feared to truſt her voice, leſt it ſhould 
betray the ſentiments of her ſoul. Love 
in a young mind 1s ever inclined to hope : 
he ſeized her hand in a trapſport of gra- 
titude : © Let me, my beloved Miſs 
Sommerville, let me thank you for the 
compaſſion I read in your countenance. 
May I*once more treſpaſs on your good- 
neſs ; may aſk, if, contrary to my expec- 
tations, I ſhould meet with ſome happy 


turn of fortune, that by raiſing me nearer 


to a level with yourſelf, might enable me 
to aſpire to your hand,---whether if you 
are then diſengaged, you would in pity to 
my conſtant love, to my long concealed 
and almoſt hopeleſs paſſion, permit me 
to ſolicit Mr. Forgſcue for his intereſt 
with his charming niece ?” 
Honoria bluſhed, but replied not. 
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= As you do not abſolutely forbid my 
hopes, I will (continued he) put that 


conſtruction on your ſilence moſt favour- 
able to them. And here (dropping on 
his knees) though I mean not even to 
hint a wiſh that you ſhould follow my 
example, let me convince you of my 


. fincerity, by voluntarily ſwearing never 


to addreſs any other woman in the lan- 
guage of love, whilſt you will condeſcend 
to liſten to me; and my heart is too 
entirely devoted to you, ever to repent 
the ſolemn engagement by which I 


bind myſelf your's for ever.” He then 
roſe from his humble attitude. 


The variety of emotions in Honoria's 
mind were too ſtrong for expreſſion; ſhe 
was ſurprized, delighted, confuſed, and 
almoſt terrified; but a period was at 
once put to their converſation, by the 
approach of Mrs. Forteſcue, and they 
had both time to recover from the agita- 
tion into which this unexpected decla- 
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ration had thrown Honoria, and the fears 
of what reception that declaration would 
meet with from her lover, before ſhe joined 
them; they then walked towards the 
houſe, and the remainder of the day was 
ſpent in mutual expreſſions of regret. 

3 

Henrietta, who knew nothing of what 
had paſſed in the-garden, was ſomewhat 
ſurprized at the tranquillity which ſat on 
her couſin's brow, for not even the idea 
of parting, could at that time balance 


the ſatisfaction ſhe felt from the aſſur- 


ance of his unalterable affection. 


Captain Effingham had promiſed to 
correſpond with Mr. Fitzoſborne, a 


neighbouring gentleman, from whom he 
ſaid he hoped to hear conſtantly of their 
welfare. At ſeven o'clock his horſes 
were brought. He ſat half an hour un- 
eaſy and-rreſolute, obliged to depart, 
yet not knowing how to take leave; 


he then ſuddenly ſtarted up, ſhook 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Forteſcue haſtily by the hand, bow- 
ed to the ladies, but ſpoke not, mounted 
his horſe, and was out of fight in an in- 
ſtant, They all ſtood at the window for 
ſome time in ſilence, which Mrs. Fortef- 
cue broke as ſhe pulled down the laſh: 
ceI think I love that young man as well as if 
he was my ſon; I wiſh he was not a ſoldier, 
God forbid he ſhould be killed, but he 
mult ſtand the chance of war, as well 
as the reſt,” Killed!“ (repeated Hen- 
rietta). The word ſtruck Honoria like 
a flaſh of lightning, and raiſed an idea 
in her breaſt ſhe had not before thought 
on, and baniſhed every pleaſing reflec- 
tion ſhe had indulged. She took the 
firſt opportunity to tell her friend all the 
particulars of her interview with Captain 
Effingham, who ſoothed her fears, che- 
riſhed her hopes, and ſhared with the tru- 
eſt ſympathizing tenderneſs in all her joy 
and ſorrow, 
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'The filence that ſeemed to reign in 
the houle the next day, was felt by all 
the family, though not in an equal degree, 
but time, that conſtant friend to the af- 


flicted, at laſt ſoftened their regret, 


though it leſſcned not their regard for 
the abſent, _ h 
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Ir was now the approach of winter, and' 
ſeveral months paſſed without any ma- 


terial event occurring, except that Mrs. 


Forteſcue caught a fever by walking too 
late; but though the violence of her diſ- 


order abated, it left her extremely weak; 
nevertheleſs, as ſhe apparently recovered, 


though very ſlowly, her family were not 


alarmed. Captain Effingham's place 
by their fire-ſide, was filled by Sir 
James Euſtace, a young Baronet of a 
good eſtate, not many miles from them,, 


who was juſt returned from his travels. 


His father had been Mr. Forteſcue's 
moſt intimate friend, but excluſive of 
that, his own merit would have inſured 


him a welcome reception at the Park, 
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He ſoon paid Miſs Forteſcue that par- 
ticular attention which no woman can 
miſtake, and he was too pleaſing to be 
{ſighted by a diſengaged heart. She 
confeſt to her mother ſhe had no objection 
to him, and her parents were both de- 


lighted at his choice and her approbation. 


Sir James had an ample fortune, but 
that was little regarded by them : their 
principal wiſh was to beſtow her on a 
man of an amiable diſpoſition, and who 
had an underſtanding to ſet a proper 


value on her merit. Sir James had no 
Miſs Forteſcue's 


friends to conſult ; 
were all anxious to ſee them united: 
Mrs. Forteſcue joined Sir James in per- 
ſuading their daughter to fix an early 


day: the mother felt herſelf daily de- 
clining, though ſhe never complained, 
and feared, if her daughter's marriage was 


delayed, her illneſs would become * 
and prevent its completion. 


Henrietta 
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Henrietta did no violence to her own 
inclinations in obeying her mother, and 
they were married the beginning of 


February, Mrs. Forteſcue exerted her- 


ſelf ſo much on this occaſion, and the 
feſtivities which followed it, that her 


health became a ſacrifice : ſhe fainted 


one day as they were ſitting down to din- 
ner, and was immediately carried to her 


chamber, which ſhe left not for a week. 
The faculty who attended her, enter- 
tained very little hope of her recovery; 


ſhe was in a rapid decay: it had been 
long coming on, but now encreaſed ſo 


| faſt, that Honoria and her daughter were 


terrified to a degree at the daily alteration 


in her countenance, though they yet 


knew not the reaſon they had to - be 
alarmed. It would be difficult to ſay 
which of them ſuffered moſt ; but Lady 
Euſtace had a tender friend to ſoothe her 


_ anxiety: Honoria wept alone. 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Forteſcue grew every day weaker, 
and being ſenſible of her own danger, 
thought it a duty incumbent on her to 
acquaint her beloved ward with the cir- 


cumſtances that attended her firſt know- 


ledge of her. It was a painful taſk, but 
ſhe judged it improper to leave to her 
huſband the revealing of a ſecret that 
required fo much tenderneſs and delicacy 


in the diſcloſure. Yet it was abſolutely 


neceſſary ſhe ſhould know it; ſhe had 


long obſerved with pain her high ſpirit, 


and dreaded the effect ſo mortifying a 
diſcovery would have on her. 


Finding herſelf one morning tolerably 


compoſed, ſhe deſired Sir James would 
drive his Lady out in the phaeton, as ſhe 
feared ſo long a confinement would be 
prejudicial to her, and for the ſame rea- 
fon begged Mr. Forteſcue would accom- 


pany them on horſeback; Honoria, ſne 


ſaid, would fit with her during their ab- 
fence, They obeyed her, and for a lit- 
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tle change of air ſhe was carried in. her 
eaſy chair into the drawing- room. Ho- 
noria followed with an aching heart, 
which was not a little encreaſed by the 
recollection of the ſad contraſt of that 
day to the ſame in the year before; a tri- 
fling circumſtance had brought to her 
mind, it was that on which ſhe firſt ſaw 


Effingham at the bal, But ſhe had not 


long leiſure to indulge theſe melancholy 
reflections, before Mis. Forteſcue, lay- 
ing her burning hand on her arm, and 
looking at her eyes which were red with 
weeping, ſaid, © You muſt not, my love, 
permit your tenderneſs for me to afflict 
you thus deeply; indeed, Honoria, your 
diſtreſs adds to my ſufferings; you ſhould 
rather rejoice, that bleſt as I have ever 
been in all my relatives, I do not let the 
attachment I ſtill have to this world 
draw back my heart too ſtrongly; and 
though I have known more happineſs 
than is the general lot of mortals, and 
my life has been embittered with fewer 

ſorrows, 
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ſorrows, I not only give up my life 


with reſignation to the Divine Will, but 
look forward with ardent hope to that 
world, in which we are taught to expect 
our bliſs will be compleat; which thoſe 
will ever do, who can at this awful pe- 
riod look back without remorſe. And 
now, my beloved Honoria, while it is 


yet in my power, let me reveal to you a 


ſecret which muſt aſtoniſh, but ſuffer it 


not to grieve you. You have hitherto 


regarded yourſelf as my niece, but, 
though my affection for you is equal to 
that I bear my own child, you are not al- 


lied to me by any ties of blood.” Ho- 


noria terrified, aroſe to ring the bell; ſhe 
thought Mrs. Forteſcue's ſenſes wander- 
ed; but aware of the idea her ſpeech 
had given riſe to, ſhe gently took hold 


of her hand and detained her. I know | 
what you think, my dear, but when you 


are more compoſed I will give you ſuch 


convincing proofs of the truth of * 


J fay, that yoo will no longer doubt me.” 
Trem- 
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Trembling and agitated ſhe ſat down, 


and Mrs. Forteſcue continued: In that 
box, pointing to one which ſtood by 
her, and giving her the key, © you will 
find in my own hand writing the par- 
ticulars of the event which gave you to 
me. I wrote it many years ſince, think- 
ing if I ſhould be taken ſuddenly away, 


the knowledge of the time and place 


where I firſt met you, might perhaps 
lead to a diſcovery of your parents.” 


Honoria was extremely ſhocked at the 
hint this ſpeech. conveyed, but though 
her feelings were almoſt too ſtrong for 
concealment, ſhe endeavoured to ſup- 


| preſs them, fearing the effect her agita- 


tion would have on the weak frame of 
her more than maternal friend, who thus 
continued: © In that box you will alſo 
find the cloaths of the woman who was 


in the chaiſe with you; that alſo which 


you had on, and a few trifling articles 
that were in her pocket, The paper 
| too, 


* 
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too, was ſigned by the clergyman, who, 
except Mr. Forteſcue, is the only perſon: 
in the world who knows. you are not my 
niece. My reaſons for wiſhing you to- 


paſs for ſuch are there ſet down. But do- 


not, my love, as every endeavour both 


of Mr. Richardſon and ourſelves to diſ- 


cover your birth have hitherto failed, 
form. any romantic hope s cn that hea 
or indulge ideas which the former part 
of my ſpeech may perhaps have raiſed.; 


the things in my poſſeſſion, are of them- 
ſelves by far too trifling to be of any ſervice- 
to you, but if any application ſhould 


ever be made to Mr. Richardſon, in conſe- 
quence of the advertiſements we at that 


time put in the papers, they may prove 


the identity of your perſon. Though, my 


dear Honoria, I mult leave you, yet under 


the care of my huſband, I feel no appre- 


henſions for your future fate: my daughter 


too loves you as a ſiſter; cultivate the 
friendſhip of Sir James, he is amiable 


and will protect you; but God forbid you 
ſhould 
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ſhould ever want any other protection 
than this roof can afford you, *till you 
are conſigned to one who will cheriſh 
your merit as 1t deſerves.” She could 
: add no more; faint and exhauſted, ſhe 
: leaned back in her chair, and Honoria, 


f who thought her dying, loſt in her ſitua- 


i tion every recollection of her own. In 
g a few minutes however ſhe recovered, 
: but wanting reſt, ſhe ordered her own 
1 woman to attend her to her chamber, 
where ſhe lay down. 


Honoria was left almoſt in a ſtate of 
diſtraction; apprehenſions for the life of 
that tender friend, who had in infancy 
ſupported her, and as ſhe advanced in 
years had filled her mind with every vir- 

' tuous ſentiment, and both by precept 
[4 and example formed her after herſelf, 
were only counteracted by the dreadful 
recollection of being allied to no human 
being. The death of Mrs. Forteſcue was 
; in the preſent wildneſs of her ideas, fol- 
4 , lowed 
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lowed by expectation of diſtreſs and pe- 
nury; unfriended, unſupported, and un- 
allied, ſhe beheld herſel: thrown on that 
world to which ſhe was yet almoſt a ſtran- 
ger. A violent flood of tears ſucceeded 
theſe reflections, and reſtored her ſcat- 
tered ſenſes. Aſhamed and hurt at her 
ingratitude and deſpondency, ſhe then 
fell on her knees in humble ſubmiſſion 
to the Divine Being, whoſe mercy and 
goodneſs ſhe acknowledged, in having 


diſpoſed Mrs. Forteicue to adopt and 


ſupport her at that early period of her 
life, when without her aſſiſtance ſhe might 


have periſhed; or, falling into the hands 


of the ignorant or licentious, have been 


brought up in vice and folly. She now 


grew more compoſed, and as Mrs. For- 


teſcue ſtill ſlept, and the reſt of the fa- 
mily were yet abſent, reſolved to open 


the trunk; but the ſight of the contents 
were ill- calculated to reſtore ſerenity to 
her mind. The coarſe cloaths of the 
woman, as well as that ſhe herſelf had 

| worn, 
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worn, were too convincing proofs of 


the meanneſs of her origin, not ſenſibly 


to hurt her feelings: with mortified looks 


ſhe ſurveyed the ſeal, filver croſs, and 
crown piece, nor did the peruſal of the 
paper afford her any ſatisfaction: it was 
worded in the following manner : 


« As Mr, and Mrs. Forteſcue were 


ce travelling over 


common onthe 6th 


of June, 17—;, they ſaw an overturned 


ce chaiſe, in which was a woman, who had 


ce been killed by the fall, and a little 


« infant, apparently about three months 
« old ; of theſe the driver could give na 
« fyrther account, than that he took 
« them up ſome miles from the ſpot 
« where they then were to ſhelter them 
« from a ſtorm. Mr. Forteſcue took 
« them on to the next town, where the 


c woman was buried, and the child bap- 


« tized Honoria Sommerville, by the 
« Reverend James Richardſon, curate of 
OY en 


. The cloaths belonging to 
«me 
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« the woman and child, with the few 
<« things found in her pockets, are here 


te carefully preſerved, in the hope that 


| © they may poſſibly, at ſome future time, 


« lead to a diſcovery of the parents of 
cc this unfortunate infant. 


Signed, WILLIAM 
HENRIETTA 


June 7th. Jas RIcRARDSON.“ 


Over this paper Honoria again wept in 


an agony of grief, when ſhe was found 


by Lady Euftace, who ſhocked and ter- 


rified at her fituation, and whoſe mind 
turning only on one poſſible and con- 


ſtantly dreaded calamity, could only ex- 
claim, „Oh my dear mother!“ From 


this fear Honoria relieved her as ſoon as 
ſhe could ſpeak, and putting into her 
hand the cruel teſtimony of her birth, 


again covered her face to conceal the 
violence of her emotions. 


# 
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The ſurprize of Lady Euſtace was al- 
moſt inexpreſſible; but ever attentive to 
the feelings of her friend, her firſt words 
were to aſſure her of her unalterable eſ- 
teem and affection, which could never be 
leſſened by any change of circumſtances. 
Honoria then ſhewed her the contents of 
the box, and as they were examining 
them, they diſcovered another paper 
written in Mrs. Forteſcue's own hand, 
and dated only a ſew months before, con- 
taining a moſt affecting and tender ad- 
dreſs to Honoria, wich the reaſons for 
letting her paſs for her niece, and ſetting 
every event in a fuller point of view; 
concluding with a moſt earneſt prayer for 
her future happineſs. Her gratitude was 
ſo peculiarly excited by theſe repeated 
marks of affection, that ſhe moſt impa- 
tiently waited for Mrs. Forteſcue to 
awake, that ſhe might pour out the effu- 
ſions .of her ſoul on her maternal boſom. 
But this ſatisfaction ſhe was never to en- 
Joy: her beloved benefactreſs, after a long 
and 
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and heavy ſleep, awoke in convulſions, 
and in a few hours expired. Her death, 

though ſo long dreaded, was tco ſudden 

at laſt not to give an additional ſhock to 

the feelings of the whole family. It was 

many days before they could meet at that 

table ſhe had ſo long graced, and many 

more ere they could recover even a tole- 
rable degree of compoſure. 


Sir James had, a very ſhort time after 
his marriage, received intelligence that a 
conſiderable legacy which had been left 
him by a diſtant relation, who died in the 
Eaſt-Indies, had not been remitted ac- 
cording to his expeQation; and the friend 
who wrote him the account, adviſed him 
by all means to go over himſelf and look 
into it; for the truſtees had refuſed to 
pay it into the hands of the agent he had 
appointed, He iefolved to follow this 


advice, but unwilling to leave his lady in 
Ireland, and it being then impoſſible ven 


to mention the voyage to her, he waited 
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till the had a little recovered the ſevere 


ſtroke of her mother's death, before he 
ſpoke of it. She objected not to the pro- 
poſal, and preparations were immediately 
made for their departure. She earneſtly 
wiſhed for Honoria to accompany them, 
but would not even hint it to her father, 


he had ſuffered ſo ſeverely from the loſs 
of his amiable partner, and was ſo much 


hurt at the approaching {ſeparation from 
his child, though he acknowledged the 
propriety of her going, that the ſociety of 
his niece, for ſhe {till paſſed for ſuch, was 
abſolutely eſſential to his comfort. 


Sir James was obliged to go firſt to 
England, where they were to ſtay a fort- 
night or three weeks with an aunt of his 
in London, before their embarkation. 


The parting was on all ſides very affect- 


ing, but Mr. Forteſcue bore it bene 


than they expected, 
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Till within a few weeks, Honoria had 
never known a real trouble, but they had 
ſince crouded upon her ſo faſt, that her 
cheerfulneſs was totally loſt, and her con- 
ſtitution, naturally delicate, was mate- 
rially hurt by theſe accumulated diſtreſſes. 
One circumftance indeed happened, that 


by giving her thoughts a different turn, 


contributed more to the relief of her 
mind than any thing had yet done. 1 
ſhould firſt mention that, through Mr. 
Fitzoſborne, they had frequently heard 
of Captain Effingham ſince his arrival in 
America; his moſt grateful and affection- 
ate reſpects were ever ſent to the family 


_ at Wood-Park, and the moſt tender re- 


membrances to his beloved Miſs Som- 
inerville, which Mr. Fitzoſborne never 
failed to deliver, if he could find an op- 


Portunity. Theſe compliments were in 
general, though friendly terms, returned 
But a few 


through him to America. 
days after Lady Euſtace had left Ireland, 
as Honoria was walking in the Park, 

|  mourntully 
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mournfully reflecting on the happy hours 
ſhe had paſſed there, on the dear compa- 
nions of her former walks, and the impoſ- 
ſibility of their ever being renewed; a 
countiyman came up, and giving her a 


ſmall box, which he ſaid he was ordered 


f, 2 8 * 25 4 s 
3 3 
FT 
N 2 rt 2 "ye b 
Se ERS Sat S > N 


[3 to deliver into her own hand, directly left 
1 her, and was out of fight before ſhe could 
[ ſufficiently recover from her aſtoniſhment 


to enquire from whence he came. With 


- no little degree of curioſity ſhe opened it, 
: and diſcovered a beautiful locket, On- 
4 one {ide was the figure of Hope leaning 
Fl on an anchor of pearls; and on the other 


the letter E in gold 1n the centre, and ex- 
actly over it in ſmall gold letters, Souvertr; 
ſurrounded with pearls on both ſides. 
She could not doubt from whom it ori- 
ginally came, and ſhe ſuſpected Mr. Fitz- 
oſborne was the confident. For ſome 
time ſhe indulged the pleaſing ideas it 
gave riſe to, and her heart felt a ſatisfac- 
; tion to which it had been long a ſtranger, 
34 ; from the recollection ſhe was {till dear to 
1 Vol. I. T0 him, 
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him. But ſhe was not long to enjoy hap- 
pineſs of any kind; the fatal mvſtery gf 


her birth darted at once into her mind, 


and deſtroyed every pleaſing illuſion. 
From having been an object to which 
Effingham had looked up, ſhe would per- 
haps ſink bencath his notice, when he 
was acquainted with her real ſtory ; this 
ſtung her ſoul almoſt to madneſs, and in 
the firſt delirfum of her grief ſhe deter- 


mined to return the locket, however pain- 


ful it might be; but the impoſſibility of 


doing this, from not knowing where 


to direct it, fortunately ſtruck her, and 
though unknown to herſclf, ſhe was glad 


of an excuſe. Giving it to Mr. Fitz- 


oſborne next occurred, but the aukward- 
neſs of this, if, which might be the caſe, 


he was really ignorant of it, gave her a 
ſecond reprieve. By degrees ſhe entirely 


reconciled herſelf to keeping it, and 
faſtening it round her neck with® rib- 
band, returned to the houle, joined Mr. 

Forteſcue 
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Forteſcue at ſupper, and retired to reſt 


with more ſerenity than ſhe had expe- 
rienced ſince the firſt day ſhe apprehended 
Mrs. Forteſcue's danger. 
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AMONG the families who paid their 
viſits of condolance at the Park, were 
Mr. and Mrs. Kilmorey ; they lived 


only two miles from it, and as ſoon as 


Mr. Forteſcue received company to din- 
ner, they came accompanied by Mr. and 
Miſs O'Carrol. The Kilmoreys were 
what 1s uſually termed very worthy peo- 
ple, that 1s, they were. good-humoured, 
affronted no one, and from a total diſ- 
like to ſolitude, were never ſo happy as 
vhen in company. Miſs O'Carrol was 
a lady of eight and thirty; her father had 
a tolerable place under government, but 


_ lving to the extent of his income, he had 


little to leave his children. His ſon 
was bred to the law, and the few hun- 
dreds his daughter found herſelf poſſeſt 
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of at his death, were very inſufficient to 


ſupport the affluence to which ſhe had 
been accuſtomed. Too proud to en- 


deavour to gain a livelihood by any 
| honeſt method, and neither young nor 


handſome enough to expect an ad- 


vantageous ſettlement in marriage, ſhe 


condeſcended to accept the offers 
made by ſome of her relations, to 


live with them alternately. To this, 


of all dependent ſituations the moſt irk- 
ſome, ſhe ſubmutted with a good grace ; 
but as they often took care to remind 
her of the obligations ſhe owed them, 
ſhe was ever ready to accept the invi- 


tations made by others of her friends, 


and thefe were not unfrequent, as her 
diſpoſition, though naturally extremely 
bad, was always ſubſervient to her inte- 
reſt; and ſhe behaved with ſuch an 
exceſs of civility, not only to the ſupe- 
riors but domeſtics of every family the 


viſited, ſhe was never an unweicome 
gueſt ; but to thoſe who were the leaſt in 
D 3 | her 
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her power, ſhe was tyrannical to an 


extreme, and her ill- nature could only be 
exceeded by her art. 


It was in Mrs. Kilmorey's laſt excurſion 
to Dublin ſhe became acquainted with 


this lady; and as they returned into the 


country only a ſhort time before Mrs. 
Forteſcue's death, the two families had 
never met ſince Miſs O'Carrol had been 
a gueſt at Kilmorey Hall, except at a 
mor ning viſit, when the ſcheme firſt 
darted into her head that ſhe now put in 
executjlon. Her friends were recalled to 

Dublin by a law-ſuit; ſnhe would of 

Urſe b c obliged to attend them, and be 
43 reident under a roof, which was 
of late become particularly diſagreeable, 


from the ridicule. with which ſhe was 


treated by three or four great girls who 


had juſt left ich ool, She had nothing 


either in per ſon or manner to excite 
reſpect, and they always found ſomething 
in couſin Sukey's dreſs or behaviour to 
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afford them amuſement; and however 
terrible this was, ſhe dared not reſent it. 


- She began by paying great court to 
Miſs Sommerville; but finding that did 
not anſwer her purpoſe, ſhe changed her 
plan, and lamented to Mr. Forteſcue how 
very dull it would be for him and tus 
niece, when their neighbours had left the 
Hall, and expreſſed the deepeit regret 
that ſhe muſt accomnany them, 25, were 
me to ſtay in the country, ſhe would do 
all in her power to make up to Miſs Som- 
merville the abſence of her friends. Ho- 
norta only bowed, ſhe was above diſguiſe, 
and could never command her tongue 
to exprets a direct faiſhood in a com- 
pliment.; but Mr. Forteſcue, who dreaded. 
nothing ſo much as that ſhe ſhould find 
their {9:itnde weariſome, directly aſked 
Miſs O'Carrol, if ſhe could not leave 
Mrs. Kilmorey when the went to Dublin, 


and ſtay a few months with them? She 


thanked him, and waited tor Honoria to 
D 4 join 
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join in the requeſt ; but finding her till 


ſilent, ſhe would not from a point of de- 


heacy refuſe an aſylum, where at leaſt ſhe 
might promiſe herſcif peace and plen- 


ty; and after a little heſitation, conſented. 


Our 3. vine was then obliged to throw 
ſome ſatisfaction into her voice and ex- 


Preſſions, though ſhe was in reality far 


from feeling any; for the extreme ſer- 
vility of Miſs O'Carrol's manner, had 
from the firſt moment ſne ſaw her excited 
ter diſguſt and averſion. 


Mrs. Kilmor ey declared it was a lucky 
thought of Mr. Forteſcue, and ſaid 
nothing would do them ſo much good as 
a little of her plaſant converſation, and 
though ſorry to loſe her, ſhe ſhould re- 


* 
— L 1 Id de 
jeice at the advantages they wauld derive. 
4 
1 


at Honolia, with a deep ſigh, 
how differently people think! 


Alas, thous! 


The. 
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The ſame day in the following week: 
that carried the Kilmoreys to the metro 
polis, brought Mifs O'Carrol to Wood- 
Park; where ſhe was received by its 
maſter with extreme pleaſure, by Honoria 
with civility only. Her brother was alſo 
a conſtant, though as yet but a daily 
4 viſitor. TI ſaid before he was bred to the 
1 law. He practiſed at L——, I ſhould 
rather ſay lived there; practice he had 
1 little or none; as he wanted two very 
| ; principal recommendations, namely, ca- 
: pacity and attention. 


Z Miſs O'Carrol ſoon perceived Mr. 1 : 
; Forteſcue was highly pleaſed with her, A 
| and determined to take an advantage of 2 1 
| it; ſhe thought if Patrick could marry 4 
: Miſs Sommerville, it would make him 1 


for ever: ſhe communicated her plan to 
him; he doubted not gaining the lady's +4 
| affections, and ſhe promiſed to obtain 
: the uncle's conſent. Thus in their own. 
minds it was finally ſettled, and they im- 
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mediately began the attack. Honoria 
with pain obſerved the increaſing influ- 
ence ſhe gained over Mr. Forteicue, but 
Patrick's aſſiduities only heightened her 
diſlike into antipathy. The lady played 
back-gammon every afternoon with the 
old gentleman, whilſt her brother at- 
tended our heroine at her harpſichord, 
or walked with her if ſhe choſe a ramble, 
or if ſhe worked, would read. All this 
was ſo much againſt her inclinations, that 


to avoid him ſhe frequently retired to her 


chamber, the only place free from his in- 
truſion, and by this means, often for hours 
together, left Mr. Forteſcue expoſed to 
the artful converſation and deep-laid 
{ſchemes of Miſs O'Carrol, who failed 
not to improve his partiality by every 
method in her power. 


Conſcious that Honoria's averſion to 


her brother would prevent the ſucceſs 
of her firſt plan, Miſs O'Carrol now | 


turned her whole thoughts towards at- 
| taching 
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taching Mr. Forteſcue to herſelf; and 
this was not only the moſt probable from 
1 the attention he paid her, but the moſt 
| | eligible ſcheme in every reſpect, as, if ſhe 
4 could prevail on him to marry her, ſhe 
ſhould never want her brother's aſſiſt- 4 
ance, but have it in her power to pro- 1 
vide for him, in caſe of a refuſal from 1 
Miſs Sommerville. In conſequence of 
this, the next time they were at back- 
[3 gammon, ſhe began by aſking Mr. For- 
3 teſcue what he would do when his niece 
| was married? * and, indeed,” continued 


1 ſhe, „ have long obſerved an attach- 1 
ment between her and a young man, Who | 7 | 
5 ſhall be nameleſs.“ © Indeed! (rephed he) $ 3 
| I ſhall be very far from controuling her 5 
| inclinations when they are made known 3 
to me; and as for myſelf, I muſt do as well 3 | 
as I can,” © Why, (returned the lady) q | 
| you muſt follow her example, I believe, 3 
| and can you do better?” „ What, marry, # 
| madam | why who in the name of fortune 9 
do you think would have me?” „Rather al 
aſk, 1 
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aſk, Sir, (holding down her head and 


affe ing to bluſh) who would refuſe you?“ 
Why ſurely, Mifs O*Carrol, you can- 


not be ſerious; what, with all the infir- 
mities of age coming faſt upon me, do 


vou think, that is, would you 2 
Here this intereſting converfation was 


ſuddenly interrupted by the entrance of 


a young man, who had been for ſome 
time intimate in the family. His name 


Vas Cleveland; he had ſpent great part 


of a very good eſtate in a variety of 
faſhionable follies, yet he had an excel - 
lent heart, and a fine underſtanding. 


He was gay, good-humoured, thought- 
teſs and extravagant; in ſhort, he was 
the counterpart of Charles Surface, yet 


in one point he would not reſemble him ; 
he was determined juſtice ſhould take 


place of generoſity, and before he was 


irretrievably ruined, he gave up his eſ- 
ſtate .to his creditors for a certain num- 


ber of years, and contrived himſelf to 


hve on the very ſmall allowance they 
| | raade 
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made him, and this he never exceeded. 
To take himſelf out of the way of 
temptation, he left Dublin, and retired 
to cheap lodgings at L , Where he 
amuſed himſelf with reading, viſiting 
the neighbouring families, and attending 
the gentlemen in all their country ſports. 
In his travels, he had gone farther than 
the grand tour, as it is uſually called, 
and the fund of knowledge he had laid 
up, made him a moſt agreeable compa- 
nion, whence his ſociety was univerſally 
coveted. He had often relieved Hono- 
ria from the wearineſs ſhe felt from the 
inſipid converſation of the O' Carrols, 
and ſhe ever received him with a ſmile. 
Her friendſhip ſhe gave him, it was all 
in her power to beſtow, but that did not 
ſatisfy him. Drawn to her by an irre- 
fiſtible impulſe, and by a general ſinu- 
larity of ſentiments, he was never happy 
but in her company, and as ſhe was un- 
conſcious of his attachment, ſhe ever 
attended to him with eaſe and affability. 


His 
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His preſent viſit to the Park was 
occaſioned by a meſſage to her from a 
family with whom he had ſpent ſeveral 
days. Miſs Meriton, daughter to the 


gentleman he had been viſiting, requeſt- 


ed Miſs Sommerviile would ſtay a week 
or two with her. Mr. Cleveland offered 
to be the meſſenger, and glad of any 
excuſe to ſee and converſe with Honoria, 
he pleaded for her friend with a peculiar 
earneſtneſs. 


Miſs O'Carrol thought herſelf highly 
favoured by fortune, as Miſs Sommer- 
ville's leaving the Park at this time would 
give her an opportunity to haſten the 
ſucceſs of her plan; and though Mr. 
Cleveland had prevented the ſo much 
wiſhed- for eclairciſſement, ſhe freely for- 
gave him, in conſideration of the inten- 
tion of his viſit. Our heroine at firſt re- 
fuſed; but Mr. Forteſcue deſiring her to 
comply, ſhe at laſt conſented. Miſs 
Q'Carrol and her brother, he ſaid, would 

perhaps 


8 

792 
3 
WM 
7 od 


15 
* 
4 


A KK. .X 1k 63 


perhaps both ſtay with him during her 
abſence, and though he never wiſhed to 
be ſeparated from her, ſhe would return 
in better health and ſpirits, It was then 
ſettled that ſhe ſhould go the next day, 
attended by Mr. Cleveland. | 


Honoria left Wood-Park with a regret 
ſhe could not then account for, but ſhe 
afterwards fancied it was a pre- ſentiment 
that every happy hour ſhe was deſtined to 
ſpend there was paſt. She endeavoured 
however to baniſh every unpleaſant re- 
flection; anticipated the pleaſure ſhe 
ſhould enjoy in the ſociety of Sophia 
Meriton, who had been the companion of 
her youth, and was only juſt returned 
from a viſit of eighteen months to a mar- 
ried ſiſter in the North of Ireland; and 
attended to the entertaining remarks of 
her companion, not a few of which were 


excited by the ridiculous behaviour of 
Miſs O'Carrol. 


Their 
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Their journey was ſhort, and her re- 


ception at Caſtlewood affectionate and 


flattering. A large party was in the 


houſe, and the evenings were devoted to 


muſick or dancing; the mornings to 
walking or riding. Amuſement ſucceeded 
amuſement; and in this manner a fort- 
night paſſed rapidly away. Nor were 
the kindeſt expreſſions of friendſhip want- 
ing to ſooth the mind of Honoria, who 
at times was unhappy and dejected. 
Sophia was tenderly attached to her, and 
lamented with her the death of her kind 
protectreſs, and the abſence of her valued 
friend; but ſhe knew not the various 


ſources of uneaſineſs which preyed upon 


her ſoul, and rendered her at firſt almoſt 
inſenſible to the gaieties around her: yet 
theſe gaieties, by degrees, had their uſual 
effect; her ſpirits in ſome meaſure re- 
turned; ſhe joined in the dance, where 
Cleveland was her conſtant partner, and 


refuſed not to let her voice add to the con- 


cert. The reſtraints ſne had lived under 
| | ever 


A Tb T 


ever ſince the arrival of her diſagreeable 
gueſt, made the care which reigned here 
particularly pleaſing to her, and ſhe was 
both grieved and ſurprized when the day 
arrived on which ſhe had promiſed Mr, 
Forteſcue to return, Her friends were 


equally ſorry to loſe her, but a promiſe 


was to her ſacred. Mr. Cleveland was 


again her eſcorte; and ſhe was not a little 
aſtoniſhed when on the road he made her 


a ſerious and earneſt declaration of love. 


He attempted not to diſguiſe the embar- 
raſſment of his fortune, but ſaid he hoped 
a few years at leaſt would reſtore him to 
affluence ; that as he had been taught 
prudence by adverſity, it was a leſſon he 
ſhould never forget; and he believed he 
might ſay, the errors of his youth would 
never be repeated; that if he was ſo for- 
tunate as to be approved of by her, and 


ſhe could condeſcend to live a little while 


in retirement, he would apply to her un- 
cle, and leave him to make his own terms 
with reſpect to the ſettlements, and every 
thing 
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thing of that kind. Honoria thanked 


him in a frank and eaſy manner for his 
preference, but in terms at once gentle 
and reſolute, declined his offers; adding 
that her friendſhip and beſt wiſhes ſhould 
ever attend him; and that if ſhe had ap- 
parently given him encouragement, it 
was quite unintentionally, and proceeded 
merely from a total ignorance of the ſen- 
timents he entertained for her. 


Convinced by her looks, as well as the 
tone of her voice, that ſne was really in 
earneſt, he could not flatter himſelf he 
ſhould ever prevail on her to change an 
opinion, which ſcemed unalterable. He 
was diſappointed, but not angry. Tak- 
ing her hand, which however ſhe imme— 
diately withdrew, he again addreſſed her: 
«I fear, Miſs Sommerville, you will 
think me impertinent, if I make one re- 
queſt; but if you will anſwer me truly 
and ſincerely, I will promiſe you to en- 
deayour to be contented with your friend- 


ſhip; 


A %%% 8 


ſhip; at leaſt J will never again ſolicit 
your attention to the ſubject which I have 
now dared to ſpeak upon. Is your re- 
fuſal founded wholly on diſlike or indiffe- 
rence to me? or is there another perſon 
who has been ſo happy as to make an in- 
tereſt in your heart? She bluſhed at this 
queſtion, and only replied, « Indeed, Mr. 
Cleveland, I have no diſlike to you, nor 
are you wholly indifferent to me; yet I 
can never conſider you in any other light 
than as a friend.” It is enough, ma- 
dam, I am convinced, fataily convinced, 
I muſt not hope for more than your eſ- 
teem; yet to deſerve that ſhall be the fu- 
ture ſtudy of my life,” He then turned 
the converſation, but the reſtraint which 
ſat on both, made them equally pleaſed 
when the park gates appeared in view. 
But now let me acquaint my readers with 
what had paſied within them ſince the 
departure of Honoria, _ 


Her 
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Her abſence at this period was particu- 
lacly favourable to the deſigns of Miſs 
O' Carrol: ſhe juſtly feared her influence, 
if exerted, might overturn all ſhe had 


been fo earneſtly employed in bringing 
to effect; and ſhe well knew the ſtrongeſt 


exertions of that influence would be the 
conſequence of a diſcovery of her plan 


before its completion; and whilſt ſhe 


remained under the roof, -it could not 
be executed without her knowledge. Ap- 


_ prehenſive therefore leſt by any accident 


ſhe ſhould return before the appointed 
time, ſhe reſolved to begin immediately. 
That very afternoon Mr, O'Carrol re- 
ceived a pretended ſummons to attend a 
client: he promiſed his ſiſter to be with 
her the next day at dinner, but in the 
morning he ſent her a note, to ſay the 
buſineſs in which he was engaged obliged 
him to take a journey of near thirty 
miles, and would otherwiſe unavoidably 
detain him more than a week. At din- 


ner ſhe informed Mr, Forteſcue of this 


circum- 
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circumſtance, and when the ſervants 
were withdrawn, expreſſed her ſorrow at 
being obliged to quit him before the ar- 
rival of his niece; but as her brother was 
prevented from fulfilling his promiſe, ſhe 
could not ſtay alone with him without a 
manifeſt impropriety ; and therefore re- 
queſted he would permit his carriage to 
attend her to the next town, from whence 


ſhe might meet with ſome conveyance to 


Dublin. 


A natural love of ſociety, and the fear, 
which her artifices had firſt raiſed, that if 


ſo probable an event as Honoria's mar- 


riage ſhould take place, he would be left 


ſolitary and uncomfortable, at a period 
of life when not only a companion, but 
a nurſe is almoſt neceſſary; had ſo 
ſtrongly impreſſed on his mind an idea, 
on which he had dwelt ever ſince his laſt 
converſation with her, and which her 
preſent reſolution haſtened the diſcloſure 
of, that he replied to her requeſt for the 

chariot, 
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.chariot, by an immediate offer of mar- 
riage. Thus was her wiſh exactly an- 
Wered. After a few faint refuſals and 
forced biumes, ſhe conſented, and with 
ſome difficulty concealed the innate ſa- 
tisfaction ſhe felt at her ſucceſs. But ſhe 
had yet another point to gain; this was 
to haſten the concluſion within the fort- 
night; and te effect this, ſhe told Mr. 
Forteſcue it would be neceſſary for her to 
leave him to make the uſual preparations. 
But he, who dreaded nothing ſo much as 
ſolitude, combated her reſolution, which 
was no difficult taſk; and propoſed a pri- 
vate and immediate ſolemnization, to 
which ſhe acceded, though apparently 
with reluctance, only begging to wait her 
brother's return. Now as this event hap- 
pened ſome days before the time fixed on, 
as my readers may eaſily gueſs, his ab- 
ſence had been wholly regulated by his 
ſiſter's direction, the wedding was cele- 
brated in little more than a week from 
the day Honoria went to Caſtle-wood, 


and 
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and in leſs than eight mantis from the 


3 It 


Geath of the firſt Mrs. Forteſcue. 


Mr. Forteſcue neither felt, nor pre- 
tended to feel, any ardent affection for 
his bride, but he was pleated with her ſo- 
ciety, happy he had ſecured it for ever, 
delighted at the preference he fancied 
ſhe had for him, and grateful for her con- 
deſcenſion in uniting herſelf for life, to 
a man ſo many years her ſenior. Thus a 
perfect ſatisfaction for ſome time reigned 


on both ſides. 


One day Mrs. Fortefcue began lament- 
ing to him how probable it was his 
niece's diſapprobation would follow her 
knowledge of this event. That he ſaid 
was impoſſible ; ſhe would derive too 
many advantages from her ſociety, ever 


to regret the cauſe; but even if ſhe 


ſhould, it was too much her intereſt to 
conceal, what if known would raiſe his 


higheſt diſpleaſure, for her to expreſs it : 


he 
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he then revealed the ſecret, ſo long, fo 
faithfully kept, reſpecting her birth, and 
the obligations ſhe owed him. Mrs. 


Forteſcue's aſtoniſhment at this diſcovery 


| was ſucceeded by an innate ſenſation of 


delight, though ſhe could ſcarcely yet 
trace its ſource ; but when ſhe was alone, 
a new train of reflections brought with 


them new hopes of gratification of her two 


favourite paſſions, avarice and cruelty. 
Her brother loved Honoria as much as a 


man could love, without either ſoul or 


ſentiment mixed with the paſſion : ſhe 
doubted not but her influence would in- 
duce her huſband to inſiſt on Honoria's 
conſent to the union, whoſe dependent 
ſituation, ſhe imagined, would oblige her 
to comply, if ſtrenuouſly urged. Thus, 
whatever Mr. Forteſcue might be in- 
clined to leave her, would not go out of 
her family. If on the contrary ſhe 
ſhould ſtill continue the averſion ſhe had 
hitherto ſhewn him, diſobedience to the 
commands of one ſhe had ſo long con- 

ſidered 
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ſidered almoſt as a parent, would be an 


excellent excuſe for deſerting her, and 
ſhe feared not gaining her huſband over 
to any point ſhe choſe to exert herſeif 
on. This would be ſecuring a double 
advantage. Honoria's ingratitude to her 
benefactor, would be a reaſon to the 
world for throwing her wholly on its pro- 
tection ; and the fortune which might be 
deſtined for her, would thus perhaps be 
added to what he intended for her ſelf. 
She was by no means fatisfied with the 
jointure ſettled on her, though a very 


handſome one; and ſhe determined to 


add to it by every method in her power. 
Her reſentment and malice towards Ho- 
noria would alſo be highly gratified, as 
either way ſhe was certain of making her 
miſerable. But the ways of Providence 
are juſt though inſcrutable: the wicked in- 
| tentions of this vile woman were inſtru— 
mental to her greateſt happineſs ; and 
the evil ſhe deſigned for this innocent vic- 
tim fell on her own head; for diſap- 
pointed malice ever preys upon itſelf, 
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74. HONORIA SOMMERVILLE; 


. 


The aſtoniſhment of Honoria may be 
more eaſily conceived than expreſſed 
when on her return Mr, Forteſcue pre- 


ſented his bride to her. Shocked almoſt 


to a degree of inſenſibility, at an event ſo 
wholly unexpected, ſo entirely unwiſhed- 
for, ſhe could not for ſome moments frame 
an anſwer, and when ſhe did, her regret 


Was ſo viſible, that perhaps it had been 
better if ſhe had ſaid nothing. That 
Lady, enraged at her coolneſs, determined, 


to mortify her by letting her know ſhe 


| was well acquainted with her dependant 


ficuation ; and having done this the firſt 
oppoitunity that occurred, ſhe added 
wich an affectation of kindnels, ſhe would 
ever be a friend to her, whilſt ſhe behaved 


in a manner deſerving of that friendſhip ; 
that 
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light, by refuſing an offer fo highly to 
her advantage as that of her brother's 
hand, who, in conſideration of his love, 


eſt reſentment; but ſhe looked down 
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that her ſecret ſhould be faithfully con- 
cealed, if ſhe would not ſtand in her own 


would generouſly overlook the meannels 


of her birth, and the uncertainty of her 
tortune. 


 Honoria had a high ſpirit, but a caim 
mind; had her temper been in the leait 
paſſionate, the cruelty and inſolence of 
this ſpeech mult have excited her warm- 


with mingled contempt and pity on a 
woman, whoſe little ſou] could thus in- 
{ult and tyrannize over the unfortunate, 
In a firm and collected manner ſhe re- 
plied, „If, madam, you intended your 
ſpeech ſhould raiſe my gratitude, belicve 
me, it has loſt its effect, and J am as in- 
ſenſible to your promiſes, as I ſhouid 
be to your threats. I owe Mr. Fortet- 
cue the duty of a child, as I feel for 
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76 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


him the affection of one, but not even 
his commands ſhould oblige me to give 


up not only my happineſs, but my prin- 
ciples, in vowing to love and honour a 
man, for whom I can feel nothing but 
contempt and averſion ; and ſooner than 
comply with your wiſhes, I would joy- 
fully return to that poverty, from which 
the genuine and unaffected benevolence 
of the firſt Mrs. Forteſcue reſcued me.“ 
There was more of ſarcaſm in the latter 
words of Honoria, than Mrs. Forteſcue 
could bear, for ſhe ever pretended to the 
higheſt refinements of ſenſibility, and 


even to the practice of humanity ; and 


ſhe fell into ſo violent a paſſion, that her 
terrified opponent made a haſty retreat 
to her own room, where ſhe locked the 
door, and throwing herſelf upon the 
bed, gave way to a bitter agony of tears; 


her ſpirits, which had kept up fo well 


during the interview, were now wholly 
ſubdued by the exceſs of her ſorrow. By 
degrees ſhe became more tranquil, and 

| | pre- 


ny” NOV B- be - 
prepared herſeif for ſupper, where ſhe 
ſat down with a heavy heart, and an 
aching head. Her appearance with ſwel- 
led eyes, and pale dejected countenance, 
alarmed Mr. Forteſcue ſo much, who 
not gueſling the cauſe, imputed it to 
ilinefs, that he wanted to ſend for ſome 
advice; but ſhe ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed 
it, declaring it was nothing but a cold 
and head- ach, that he at laſt gave it up. 
His earneſtneſs alarmed his lady, and ſhe 
affected the kindeſt concern, and even 
begged Honoria to let her fit up with 42 
her; this duplicity was fo diſguſting to 'Y 
her ingenuous mind, that ſhe could no wo 
longer ſit at table, but thanking her very 
coolly for her offer, haſtily aroſe and re- 
tired immediately. 


4 9 


Mrs. Forteſcue now began to appre- 
hend ſhe had been too haſty, and feared 
ſhe had not yet gained aſcendancy enough 

over her huſband, to counteract the 1e- 
ard he had ſo long felt for Honoria; 
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and determined to alter her behaviour. 
But unfortunately the next day at break - 
faſt, Mr. Forteſcue reproved Honoria 
ſo ſeverely for replying to an enquiry of 
his lady's with great indifference, that 


the latter refolved to adhere to her firſt 


plan. 


It would be both tedious and painful 
to enumerate the various methods ſhe 


took from this time to mortify and diſ- 


treſs Honoria; and this the natural good- 
neſs of her diſpoſition prevented her at 
firſt from diſcloſing to her benefactor, 
leſt the diſcovery of the barbarity of the 
woman to whom he had united himſelf, 
ſhou!d make his life as wretched as was her 
own. But in a few months all complaints 
would have been fruitleſs; Mrs. Forteſcue 
had gained ſuch an entire power over her 
huſband, that he no longer moved or 
ſpoke but in obedience to her will: it 
was nevertheleſs in vain that ſhe endea- 
voured to obtain Honoria's conſent to 
marry 
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marry her brother, and at laſt ſhe gave 
up the point. She circulated the ftory 
of her birth over the whole neighbour- 
hood ſo that ſhe could no longer enjoy 
the pleaſure of ſociety, without hearing 
the whiſpers, and obſerving the malici- 
ous and curious glances of thoſe, who 
having formerly envied her ſuperiority, - 
now rejoiced at her humiliation, 


Mortified abroad, wretched at home, 
where ſhe was expoſed to the cruelleſt 
inſults, the continual and impertinent 
ſollicitations of Mr. O'Carrol, and de- 
prived by degrees of every little indul- 
gence ſhe had always been accuſtomed to; 
her mind wholly dejected, and her con{ti- 
tution nearly worn out by conſtant anxie- 
ty; ſhe at length formed a plan of leaving 
Wood-Park, and gaining ſome ſituation 
where ſhe might remain till the return of 
Lady Euſtace, who ſhe doubted not 
would protect her till ſome eligible ſcheme 

"M4. could 


$0 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


could be fixed on for her future ſupport. 
This Lady was totally unacquainted with 
her preſent miſery; ſhe had written only 
Juſt before her viſit to Caſtlewood, and 
he wiſhed not to make known to her the 
diſtreſs ſhe now laboured under, leſt it 
ſhould appear like an intention of throw- 
ing herſelf wholly on her for ſubſiſt- 
ence: againſt this her ſpirit revolted, 
and ſhe determined not to write till ſhe 
had gained fome aſylum. 


Had Lady Euſtace been only in Eng- 
land, her firſt application would have 
been made to her, but ſhe was then at 
Bengal; and long before any anſwer 
could arrive, Honoria hoped to be far 
from that ſpot, which loved and honour- 
ed:as it once was, had now been the 
ſcene of too much miſery, not to be re- 
garded with more horror than affection, 


Mr. Cleveland ſtill viſited them, though 
not ſo frequently as before. The report 
of 
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of Honoria's birth, which Mr. Forteſcue 
himſelf confirmed, and the evident de- 
jection of her mind, which he plainly ſaw 
aroſe from the infolence of Mrs. For- 
teſcue, encouraged him once more to 
make her an offer of his hand, for his 
regard was too ſincere to be leſſened by 
her misfortunes; indeed the calm reſo- 
lution with which ſhe bore them, rather 
heightened his opinion of her mind and 
principles, while it raiſed a hope that ſhe 
might liſten more favourably to his pro- 
poſals. Theſe were made in terms ſo 
delicate, that though ſhe again abſolute- 
ly rejected them, ſhe was pleaſed with 
the idea that there was ſtill ſome gene- 
roſity left in the world, and that the 


cruel diſcovery had not robbed her of 


all her friends. 


Her new fcherne was ſtill thought 

upon, though as yet ſhe had not con- 
certed any methods to bring it to effect: 
ſhe falſely imagined Mrs. Forteſcue would 
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oppoſe it, and therefore endeavoured to 
think on ſome way of going to England, 
without exciting any fuſpicion in the fa- 
mily. The fervants had been all changed 
ſo often Nnce a new miſtreſs had governed 
them, that to depend on them was im- 
poſſible. At laſt it occurred to her, that 
the woman who had nurſed her, and who. 
had married the gardener, was the pro- 
pereſt perſon to apply to; ſhe at leaſt 
could aſſiſt her to eſcape, but where to go, 
| when ſhe had left the Park, ſhe knew not, 
nor had ſhe a friend to direct her. The 
only perſon whoſe advice ſhe could have 
aſked was Mr. Cleveland, and this was 
ſo improper, for various reaſons, that ſhe 


could not bring herſelf to think of it. 


Confuſed and bewildered with the un- 
certainty of her ſchemes, ſne could fix on 
nothing but to go the next morning to 
Mrs. Connor, and conſult her. This 
good woman doated on our heroine, and 
it was a long time before ſhe would be- 
live 
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Ieve that ſhe was not Mr. Forteſcue's. 
niece, inſiſting the ſtory was all a lie, 
invented by that wicked crature, the 
ſquire's new. madam; but when it was 
confirmed by her own lips, ſhe burſt into 


tears, to think that her ſweet child, as 


ſhe always called her, ſhould belong to 
nobody, when ſo many people, who had 
no children at all, would be glad to have 
her one of them. Honoria's preſent vi- 
ſit and relation filled this honeſt creature 
with the greateſt affliction, The Iriſh. 
women are. remarkable for their attach-- 
ment to the children they have ſuckled, 
and Mrs. Connor proved this, by ſwear-- 
ing ſhe would rather ſwim. acroſs the 


channel with Honoria on her back, than. 


that ſhe ſhould ſtay another week under 
the roof with that wicked wretch, who 


ſhe was ſure muſt have bewitch'd her 


maſter, who was quite another fort of 
man when her old miſtreſs was alive. 
She concluded this harangue by promiſ- 
ing to ſee Honoria the next morning, 


and 
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84 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE! 


and would then acquaint her with the 


reſult of the conſultation ſhe meant to 


hold with her huſband, who would be 
equally ready with herſelf to aſſiſt and 


comfort her. 


A little conſoled with this promiſe, 
Honoria was preparing to return, when 
her nurſe begged ſhe would go into her 
garden, and ſee a pair of ring-doves, 


which her maſter had lately ſent in ad- 


dition to thoſe he had before. The place 
where they were kept had formerly been 
built to reſemble a little temple, as it 
terminated a view from one of the win- 
dows of the houſe, and a little rivulet 
ran by it. 


Here, after looking at the doves, ſhe 
fat down wholly loſt in the reflections it 
inſpired. In the happy years of her 


childhood, ſhe had often, when viſiting 


her nurſe, played with Henrietta on this 


very pot; there was fomething in the 
recol- 
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recollefiion that excited in her boſom a 
momentary ſenſation of delight, that 
however ſoon gave way to the painful 


ideas raiſed by the ſight of the library 


window, which though at a diſtance, 
was exactly oppoſite. It was there fo 
many hours had been ſpent in thoſe hal- 


cyon days, that were now paſt for ever, 


in the ſociety of her maternal friend, 
her kind companion, and her beloved 
Effingham. That room was now quite 
forſaken ; Mr. Forteſcue was grown too 
inanimate to attend to literary purſuits, 
his lady read nothing but magazines and 
newſpapers, and Honoria ſcarcely ever 
entered it of late; her mind had been too 
much diſturbed, and ſhe would not add 
to her uneaſineſs, by voluntarily reviv- 
ing the ſad memory of the © days that 
were gone.” The ſhutter was partly 
open, the hinge of one half broken, and 
it hung as if falling to the ground, and 
diſcovered not only two panes of glaſs 
that were ſhattered by its fall, but the 
white 
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| white curtain which had been fringed by 
Mrs. Forteſcue's own hands; the feſtoon 
on one ſide was unfaſtened, and it droop- 
ed as if in ſympathy with her own heart. 
She fixed her eyes on this melancholy 
object, *till the tears which roſe in them 
hid it from her; but ſeeing the pain it 
gave her good nurſe to witneſs her ſor- 
row, ſhe determined to conquer it, and 
for that purpoſe turned her thoughts as. 
well as her eyes to the ſcene more 
unmediately before her: they wandered: 
a few minutes, but at laſt were attracted 
by eight lines written on the ſtucco in a. 
well-known hand, and every ſentiment. 
of pleaſure revived in her breaſt, as ſhe: 
read, 


Gentle zepbyr, as you ty, + 
If you kiſs my fair one's ear; 

Whiſper ſoft that you're a ſigb. 

But from whoſe breaſt ſhe muſt. not hear.. 


Limpid 


„ 7 


Lumpi frream, if &er my lvoe 
Near thy gurgling runnel rove; 
Murmur, that from tears you riſe, 
But tell her not from whoſe red eyes. 


In a tone of voice very different from 


that in which ſhe laſt addreſſed her, ſhe 
aſked the good woman, who had been 
writing on the walls? ſhe replied, © What 
to be fure, Miſs, you do not know that 
the Captain uſed to come here, and ſiz 
for hours together, reading his book, 
and doing nothing at all; and arrah! now 
I think of it, I have a book of his here 
now, that is up ſtairs in my box, that 
was never out of his pocket, and I found 


it one day on the ſeat, and could not 


tell how to give it him, becauſe I heard 
he had been gone a couple of weeks; 
ſo I thought no more of it 'till now.” 
Honoria begged to ſee it; it was a vo- 
lume of tranſlations from different Italian 
authors, from which the little elegant 


ſonnet above mentioned was taken. Mrs, 
Connor 
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Connor deſired ſhe would keep it, as it 
was of no uſe to her or her huſband. 
This was a requeſt ſhe very readily com- 
plied with, and giving her a handſome 
preſent in return, walked to the houſe 
in a much ſerener ſtate of mind than 
when ſhe quitted it; fully convinced of 
the truth of the aſſertion, that, © Some 
portion of the complacency and delight 
we receive, from the preſence of thoſe 
we love and admire, is annexed to their 
idea, or to our thoughts concerning 


them when they are abſent.” 


But in the courſe of the day every 
pleaſing reflection was diſſipated, by a 
Apeech of Mrs. Forteſcue's; it threw out 
a hint of all others the moſt terrifying 
to her, that if ſhe was not more conde- 
ſcending to her brother, he would take 
ſome method to ſecure her perſon, and 
enforce her obedience to him. This was 
intended to alarm her, and drive her to 
quit the houſe; a circumſtance ſhe had 

long 


A N 0 . 89 


long wiſhed for; and it loſt not the effect. 
It is ſo common in Ireland for young wo- 
men to be carried away by violence, that 
it is no proof of a romantic diſpoſition in 
our heroine, that ſhe apprehended ſome 
ſcheme of this kind, and reſolved if poſ- 
ſible to avoid it by an immediate flight, 
which ſhe was now more than ever bent 
upon. 


The following day before breakfaſt, 
Mrs. Connor arrived, and being admitted 
to her apartment, informed her, that her 
huſband had contrived better than ſhe 
expected; that if ſhe could get out of the 
- houſe when the family were at reſt, he 
would wait with a poſt-chaiſe at the Park- 
gate, and attend her himſelf to a village 
about ten miles from Dublin, where a cou- 
ſin of her's would receive and conceal her, 
till the ſearch that would probably be 
made for her was over. That from thence 
ſhe might go very ſafely to Dublin, and 
mere embark for England. Now this 
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90 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


was all ſhe could do; but Paddy had a 
ſiſter who married ſome years ago a but- 
ter in a gentleman's family that now re- 
ſided in London, and this woman was 
ſettled as a clear-ſtarcher, and lived both 
comfortably and creditably. Now Miſs, 
if you pleaſe, (continued ſhe) Paddy will 
write to her to receive you, and though 
you do not chuſe to be known, yet I 
ſuppoſe you would not like to be called 
by no name at all, ſo pray tell me who 
you intend to be?” Honoria failed at 
this queſtion, and the manner in which 
tt was made, though ſhe was ſenſibly 
hurt at the idea of entering the world 
under ſuch patronage ; but reflecting 
that ſhe could not poſſibly eſcape by any 
other means, nor apply for a recom- 
mendation to any other perſon, ſhe en- 
deavoured to reconcile herſelf to her fate, 
and calmly deſired to be mentioned as a. 
Miſs Wentworth, a young woman reduced 
from better proſpects, who was under the 
neceſſity of leaving Ireland, and wiſhed | 
through 
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through her to be recommended to ſome 


genteel family as an upper ſervant. 


Perhaps my readers will be ſurpriſed 
that, qualified as ſhe was for any ſtation, 
ſhe did not rather wiſh to be a governeſs, 
or companion to an elderly lady ; this 
was indeed the height of her ambition, but 
ſhe was too well convinced a clear- 
archer could never introduce her to any 
ſituation of that kind; and ſhe could not 
ſufficiently conquer her feelings to apply 
to any perſon who had known her in better 
days. In England ſhe was quite a ſtran- 
ger, and from her change of name hoped 
to continue undiſcovered, till the return 
of her friend ſhould enable her to fix on 
{ome better plan. But ſhe had another, a 
ſecret, a ſtronger motive ; if her acquaint- 
ance would, which ſhe was by no means 
certain of, intereſt themſelves for her; 
and Captain Effingham ſhould reviſit Ire- 
land, how could ſhe bear, humiliated and 


mortified as ſhe was, ever to ſee him; and 
{till 
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92 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: | 


ſtill leſs how could ſhe ſupport his neglect 
or indifference ; but in an inferior ſtation, 
in 2 place where ſhe was unknown, their 
meeting was all but impoſſible. Forti- 
fied by this idea, and the hope that he 
would perhaps regret her abſence, ſhe de- 
termined to meet with reſignation what- 
ever trials awaited her. It was therefore 
ſoon ſettled, that the next night but one, at 
twelve o'clock, the gardener ſhould come 
with the chaiſe, ard ſteal himſelf ſoftly to 
her window to receive her cloaths, which 
were to be tied up in ſmall bundles. The 
box which contained the proofs of her 
birth, the woman was then to take with 
her, and promi ſed to ſee it ſafely depoſited 
in the ſcat; ſhe then took leave, and got 
ſafely out unobſerved. 


Honoria ſpent that day and the follow- 
ing in putting every thing in the pro- 
pereſt manner, to have the leaſt trouble at 
her departure. At dinner ſhe was ſur- 


prifed by a letter which the ſervant told 


her 
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her came from Mr. Cleveland, and at the 
ſame time brought a card to Mr. For- 
teſcue, expreſſing a grateful ſenſe of his 
kindneſs, and his grief that it was not in 
his power to return perſonal thanks, 
being obliged to leave the country on an 


affair of conſequence, The letter to our 


heroine, contained only a tender farewell, 
an aſſurance that however hopeleſs, his 


affection for her would anly die with him, 


and the moſt earneſt wiſhes for her health 
and happineſs ; both which, he added, 


he plainly ſaw were injured by Mr. Forteſ— 


cue' nju dicious connection. The con- 
cluſion of this, by making it impoſſible to 
ſhew it, iſtreſſed her extremely; ſhe juſtly 
feared it would be ſuppoſed they went-off 


together, yet now to alter her plan was 


impoſſible; and ſhe reſolved no more to 
give way to refleftions, that not only 
harraſſed and tormented, but rendered 


her wholly incapable of the exertions that 
were become neceſſary even to her ſup- 


port. 
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- She fat till after her uſual time of re- 
tiring, ' not knowing how to leave Mr. 
Forteſcue, who ſhe ſtill loved and reve- 
renced, - while ſhe pitied the weakneſs 
that ſuffered him to be ſubſervient to 
ſuch a woman. The tears guſhed from 
her eyes when ſhe took the candle, and 
in a voice half unintelligible from her 
emotions, ſhe. wiſhed her benefactor a 
good night, and haſtily ſhut the door, 
leſt their violence ſhould excite a {uſpi- 
cion of the cauſe. 


The houſe was all ſilent before twelve; 
and a few minutes after the clock ſtruck, 
ſhe heard the gardener cough; this was 
the expected ſignal; ſhe opened the ſaſh 
very ſoftly, and threw out the different 
bundles ; theſe he ſoon conveyed to the 
chaiſe, whilſt ſhe went quietly down: 
ſtairs, and opening the window of the 
breakfaſt parlour, left that houſe, once 
her aſylum, but now her priſon, with too 
ouch agitation from the fear of a diſco- 
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very, to feel that painful regret, that 
would otherwiſe have accompanied her 
departure. Almoſt breathleſs with ter- 
ror, ſhe flew to the chaiſe, at the door of 
which ſhe found her good old friend, who 
impatiently expected her arrival; ſhe 
took a moſt tender leave of Honoria, 
whoſe thanks for her kind aſſiſtance ſhe 
could ſcarcely hear for the violence of her 
ſobs. Her huſband got up behind the 
carriage, which immediately drove off. 
The ſirſt ſtage was fifte en miles: they 
then diſcharged this chaiſe, and took 
another; by this means avoiding all 
poſſibility of being overtaken, as they 
then left the high road to Dublin, and | 
ſtruck acroſs the country to the village Hl : 
where ſhe was to remain a few days. 4Y 


Her firſt ſenſations were thoſe of gra- 
| titude for her eſcape ; but as her fears of 


a purſuit gradually ſubſided, ſhe again 
became a prey to the moſt melancholy 
reflections, till ſhe ſtopped at a miſera- 
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ble hut, which ſhe could not imagine, 


from its firſt appearance, was that deſ- 
tined for her reception ; the gardener 
however aſſured her it was, and whilſt 
they were waiting for the woman to get 
up and let them in, he indulged the pride 
of his heart; by telling her, how different 
it was where his ſiſter lived; that her's 
was a nice houſe with ſaſh-windows, and 
in a charming ſtreet where there were hard- 
ly any ſhops ; © indeed,” added he, tis 
ne more like this, than a potatoe 1s like a 
horſe-bean.” I hope it is not, thought 


ſhe as ſhe entered, and beheld the bare 


walls and earthen floor of her new 
apartment. She was received with great 
reſpect, and the beſt the cottage af- 
forded was immediately ſet before her, 
but her heart was too full to ſuffer her 


to eat. A very decent bed was prepared, 
and ſhe lay down as ſoon as her attendant 


was gone, who promiſed her his wite 
ſhould let her know how every thing 
went on at Wood-Park, 

4 Here 
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Here ſhe ſpent all her time in packing 
her cloaths and valuables in the beſt and 


ſafeſt manner for ſo long a journey. The 


ſecond evening a letter arrived from Mrs. 
Connor, informing her, © that ſhe might 
ſer out when ſhe pleaſed, without fear of 
purſuit, for ſhe believed madam was too 


glad ſhe was gone, to think of fetching 


her back again; that her old maſter, 


indeed, took on ſadly, and wanted him- 


ſelf to go and look for her, but that ſhe 
would not let him, and ſaid, better be 
rid of ſuch a vile, ungrateful wretch, who 


ſhe did not doubt was gone off with that 


wicked young rake, Cleveland.“ When 
L heard this,” added the good woman, “I 
was for going up and telling her before 
maſter's face that you had no company 
at all but yourſelf, and that if it had not 
been for her doings, you would not have 
left all your frinds and relations in Ire- 
land, when you have not any in the world: 


but Paddy ſaid I ſhould only make bad 


worſe, and they would find out we were 
. 1 truſted 
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truſted with the ſecret, that you would 
not tell any body of. So my ſweet cra- 
ture, good bye: I hope you will have a 


ſafe journey to England, and meet with 


no ſtorms nor robbers to overturn and 
frighten you; and I hope you will 
never meet a worſe frind than . loving 
nurſe, 


MARGERY CONNOR.“ 


This letter determined our heroine to 
write a ſhort billet to Mr. Forteſcue, and 


leave it for the poſt at Dublin; requeſting 


him not to impute her quitting him to a 
wrong cauſe, though the real one ſhe 


dared not reveal; but that ſhe had been 


ſo very unhappy for ſome time paſt, it 
inſpired her with a reſolution to endea- 
veur to ſupport: herſelf. For every act 
of kindneſs and attention, ſhe begged he 
would accept her moſt ſincere and grate- 


ful thanks; and wiſhed it might ever be 


* 


in her power to return any part of the 
numerous — * e and 


IIe 29 | | A = 1 in 


in addition to theſe, intreated he would 
take the trouble of enquiring where Mr. 


Cleveland was, as that would convince, 


him, however unfortunately it happened 
they ſhould leave the country the ſame 
day, that he had no ſhare in her eſcape. 


And now, having ſatisfied her landlady 


for her trouble, ſhe ſent for a poſt-chaiſe, 
and arrived that night in Dublin; but 
dreading leſt ſne ſhould meet any old 
acquaintance, as there was fortunately a 
packet to fail the next day, ſhe went on 
board early in the morning ; and care- 
fully obſerving the countenances of her 
fellow-paſſengers, rejoiced to find there 
were not among them any ſhe had ever 
ſeen before. 4-6 128 
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Oo heroine was juſt turned of nine- 
teen, and her perſon had acquired 
all the dignity of woman, without loſing 
any of the bloom of extreme youth. 
At this time, indeed, the anxiety ſhe 
had ſo long ſuffered had impaired 
the colour which uſually glowed in her 
cheeks ; but while it ſcarcely leſſened 
her beauty, it gave an addirional intereſt 
to her countenance. The univerſal ob- 
ſervation ſhe attracted, both confuſed 
and diſguſted her, and the aſſiduities 

of a young officer, who was ſmart 
and handſome enough to flatter the 
vanity of moſt women to whom he choſe 
to pay any attention, only pained and 
diſu eſſed her; ſhe was happy therefore 


” * 
— * 
* * 
. - 


* 2 - - 1 * a 4 W . „ 
: ' 1 M " OI 4 X. 35 * „ 4 
7 2 n 2 - + * ! : 4 4 * 


„n EE ůũůtHi . 


when the packet arrived at Parkgate. 
She deſired to be informed from what 
inn the London coach ſet off, and to 
that ſhe ordered her baggage. 


'The ſtage was to leave Parkgate the 
next morning: two of her fellow-paſſen- 
gers, the officer, and a young woman, 
who appeared very little above a com- 
mon ſervant, had alſo taken places; and 
when ſhe entered the coach, ſhe found 
the others were aca by an old gen- 
tleman and a boy about ten years old, 
and that they were to ſtop at the end 
of five miles, to take up another 
lady. 1 * 


It was not day-light when they ſet off, 
but when they could examine the coun- 
tenances of each other, Honoria was par- 
ticularly ſtruck with that of the elderly 
gentleman; it bore the traces of a mili- 
tary life, and expreſſed equal ſenſe, good- 
humour, and humanity. He had been 
75 1 converſing 
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202 HOMORIA'S OMMERVIUDLE: 


converſing with the young officer on th 


occurrences of the laſt war; this, andthe 
cockade in his hat, convinced her the 
idea ſne had formed was not an erro- 
neous one. She learned from himſelf 
that he went to Parkgate to meet an only 


ſon, who had been with his regiment in 


the North of England, and was now juſt 
embarked for Ireland; that his wife and 
family were all gone with him, but the 
eldeſt boy, whoſe education he intended 
to take care of himſelf, as marching from 
place to place prevented all learning. 
The lad ſeemed very well pleated at the 
thoughts of going to London, and it 
was eaſy to ſee the grandfather was not a 
little delighted at the readineſs with 
which he accompanied him. 


: 1 
1 — 


Major Southmore, + for that was his 


name, was ſurprized at the extreme 


beauty of our heroine; he at firſt ſup- 


poſed either the officer was her brother, 


or the woman her attendant; but when 


* 


he found they were not only unconnected, 
but .even unknown to each other, he 
was at a loſs to gueſs who or what ſhe 
was. The ſingularity of a woman ſo 
young, beautiful and elegant, being in 
a common ſtage, - unprotected,” unat- 
tended, were circumſtances he could 
not reconcile; he heard ſhe was go- 
ing to London; and there was an 
air not only of dignity, but faſhion 
about her, that ill ſuited her preſent 
ſituation. But unfavourable as were. 
his firſt impreſſions, they ſoon vaniſhed : 
the coldneſs with which ſhe anſwered 
the gallant ſpeeches of the young 
heutenant ; the modeſt penſiveneſs of 
her manner, that ſeemed rather to 


retire. from, than court public notice, 


ſeverely reproved him for forming ſo 
haſty a judgment. Yet. his curioſity 


increaſed with his good opinion, but 


it aroſe from no impertinent motive; 
the intereſting dejection of her coun- 
tonance convinced him ſhe was unhappy, 
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and that conviction rendered him anxious 
if poſſible to aſſiſt her; for benevolence 
was his moſt ſtriking characteriſtic, and 
he flattered himſelf ſome opportunity 
would offer before the end of her jour- 


ney, to permit him to offer his ſer- 
vices. 


Theſe contemplations were interrupt- 
ed by the entrance of the other lady, 
as the coachman called her, who imme- 
diately with a loud and ſhrill voice, 
addreſſed the other female with, « La! 
Miſs Jones, why I ſhould never have 
thought of finding you here; what, are 
you going to London ? when did you 
leave Ireland? and who do you live 
with now? Miſs Jones, a little diſcon- 
certed at the diſcovery of her ſituation, 
which ſhe intended to be a ſecret, re- 
pled ſomewhat peeviſhly, that her lady 
was coming to England, and that ſhe 
ſet out before to ſtay a fortnight with a 
brother, who lived about thirty miles 

from 


from London on that road. After a few 
more queſtions, Miſs Wilſon, for by 
that name the other young lady was 
called, enquired how her ſiſter was, and 
the anſwer to this introduced a hiſtory, 
which amuſed all the company but our 
heroine; ſhe was however ſo deeply in- 
tereſted in it, that I ſhall give it in the 
very words uſed by the voluble relater. 


« Why my ſiſter,” ſaid ſhe, © came up 
to Dublin with her lady the day before 


I failed, and there has been ſuch a piece 
of work in their neighbourhood, that 


you never heard the like. You muſt 


know, that ſome time ago, a gentleman 


who had loſt his wife, courted a young 
lady who had been viſiting at their houſe, 
and one of the beft-natured women in 
the world, and fo he married her; and 
there his niece, who lived with him, took 
it into her head, forſooth, to be very 
angry, and gave herſelf violent airs, be- 
cauſe ſhe uſed to ſit at the head of the 
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table; and had her uncle, as it were, un⸗ 
der hen thumb: when lo! and behold after 


all, it came out ſhe was not his niece, 


but his firſt wife picked her up in a ditch, 


tied at the back of a beggar, who was 
found froze to death; and till this old 
lady died, ſhe never knew-who ſhe was, 


and thought ſhe ſhould have a great for- 
tune; but her uncle, as ſne called him, 
was very kind to her, and did not turn 
her out of doors, as to be ſure ſhe might 
very well have expected; for you know, 


ladies and gentlemen, (turning to the 


other paſſengers) ſhe had no right to 
his fortune. Well, ſo ſhe! behaved {ſo 
pert and ſo inſolent after his marriage, 
that nothing was never like it; and ſhe 


wanted to draw Mrs. Forteſcue's brother 


in to marry her, but ſhe could not ſuc- 
ceed, for Mrs. Forteſcue took care of 
that, though ſhe treated her like her own 
child. But this would not do for Miſs; 


ſo egad a few days ago, ſhe got out of 


a two pair of ſtairs window. by a rope - 
121 14 ladder, 


» A+ N ON . ey 


ladder, and ran off with a ſad wild young 
man, who has not got never a penny of 
fortune; ſo to be ſure when he is tired 
of. her, as nobody; you know, will take 
her, ſne muſt go upon the town.“ 


Every body was attending too much 
to this ſtory, to obſerve the effect it had 
upon Honoria, who would certainly 
have fainted, had ſhe not been fortu- 
nately next to the window, and the air 
being ſtrong and cool, with the aſſiſt- 
ance. of ſome hartſnorn that ſhe had in 
her pocket, ſhe revived: before the com- 
ments this-recital had excited were over. 
Was ſhe handſome?” aſked the lieute- 
nant. I never ſaw her myſelf,” ſhe re- 
plied, < but my ſiſter ſays there uſed to 
be a great fuſs made about her by ſome 
people, though, for her part, ſhe could 
not ſce a bit of beauty ſhe had. The 
Major ſmiled, and begged to know her 
name, if it was not a ſecret. © Oh, Sir, 
not:at all, returned Miſs Jones, ſhe was 
ito.” called 
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called Sommerville, but nobody can tell 
what name ſhe had a right to, you know.“ 
« True,” anſwered he; then after a pauſe, 
he faid, © faulty as ſhe appears, I can- 
not help pitying her. Poor girl, what 


muſt ſhe have ſuffered, when it was 
Arſt diſcovered to her what ſhe was! 


do you not agree with me, madam?” 
In a voice ſcarcely articulate, Honoria 
replied, © Yes, entirely, Sir.” Indeed, 
continued he, I think her protectors 
were wrong to breed her up in ſtyle, 
when they muſt be ſo ſenſible ſhe could 
never ſupport it: what a pity it was 
they did not put her out apprentice, or 
ſend her to ſervice early in life!“ As 
he again addreſſed himſelf to our he- 
roine, wiſhing to draw her into conver- 
ſation, ſhe was obliged to reply a ſecond 
me; and ſaid, To be ſure it would 


have been much better.” However painful 
this exertion was, and however ſhocked 


at a report which ſhe doubted not was 
a general one, ſhe was too well pleafed 
EP with 


4A a4 ⏑ ̊⏑ hl 


with his defending in ſome meaſure a 
character quite unknown to him, and 
which could only proceed from a na- 
tural benevolence of diſpoſition, not to 
prove her gratitude by a particular at- 
tention during the remainder of the 
Journey, She endeavoured to amuſe 
the boy, who grew fatigued and ſleepy, 
and this, added to the ſenſe and know- 
ledge ſhe could not avoid diſplaying in 
the courſe of converſation, ſo enchanted 
the Major, that he wiſhed moſt earn« 
eſtly to cultivate her acquaintance. 


The ladies, Wilſon and Jones, amu- 
fed each other with anecdotes of the ſe- 
veral families they had lived with: the 
lieutenant alternately yawned, and ogled 
our heroine, who was too agreeably en- 
tertained by the polite and intelligent 
converſation of Major Southmore, to 
attend to any of the party. But as 
their journey grew nearer a conclu- 
fion, her dejection evidently encreaſed, 
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Ihe officer ſtopped at a town, where 
Part of his regiment was recruiting. 
One of the two females was met by her 

Hrother on the road, who, took her. with 
him in à one horſe chair; the other 
Found her 8 waiting. for her at: the 
inn; and the joy they both expreſſed at 
meeting their relations, made Honoria 
more ſenſible of the ſad contraſt of her 
own ſituation. All thut her had a home, 
ere bleſſed with connections, wich 


friends. She ſighed deeply at the me· 
lanchaly reflections Which aroſe in her 


mind; and the old gentleman, who, 
excepting the boy, was new her only 
companion, was convinced ſhe. had 
ſome heavy, but hidden calamity that 
preyed on her ſpirits. He ſaw. her en- 
creaſing-diſtreſs,, though he knew not 
the ca ſe; and judging: this was a pro- 


per time to offer his aſſiſtance, he reſol- 


ved to loſe not a moment, but imme- 
diately begin A converſation. which might 


introduce; what, he had to ſay, - leſt the 


MY , entrance 
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che places through which they had paſſed; 
he aſked if ſne: eee, in Lons 
don? No, ſir.. Tour friends, E 
ſuppoſe, madam, with meet you at the 
inn? She believed not. Permit me 
then, madam, to offer my ſeryant to 
fee you ſaft to your lodgings, and take 
care of your baggage, which, as you 
are a ſtranger in London, and muſt of 
courſe be ignorant of its ways, you 
may be in ſome danger of loſing.“ 
She bowed. and thanked him; the tears 
to conceal them, he again addreſſed her: 
Do not, young lady, think me im- 
pertinent or cutious, if L ſay I cannot 
but ſee you are in ſome affliction, and 
I wiſh to ſerve you. Be not offended; 
x ' I form a wrong judgment of your 
ſituation nor: ſuppoſe I am actuated hn 


any 


me intreat you to collect fortitude enough 


72 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE:. 


any other motive than that of reſtorin g 
the peace, I fear, you have loſt.” She 
liſtened to him in filent and grateful 


- aſtoniſhment, and he went on: © I have 


ſeen much of the world, and muſt con- 


feſs the ſurpriſe I felt at our firſt ſet- 


ting out, and ſtill feel, from obſerving 
a young lady of your appearance alone 
in a vehicle of this kind, going to a 
City like London, where, pardon me, 
I think you can have no friends, at 
leaſt, who expect your arrival; for 
who would ſuffer fuch youth, beauty, 
and inexperience, to find her way through 
the intricacies of that great .city, with- 
out a protector or even a guide? Now 
if, as I cannot help ſuppoſing from theſe 
circumſtances, and from your dreſs and 
figure, you have eloped from your 
friends, and are at preſent without an 
aſylum; and if, as I gather from your 
dejection, you repent of this raſh ſtep, 
and are willing to return to them, let 


o 


n W mb 


to follow this inclination; and though, 
as I am a ſingle man, I cannot without 
impropriety offer you a ſhelter in my 
houſe, yer if you will permit me to 
write to your friends, and inform them 
of your ſituation, and that you will 
joyfully once more put yourſelf under 
the protection you ſo inconſiderately 
left, I have no doubt but they will 
gladly receive you; and in the mean 
time I will recommend you to the 
care of a perſon, whoſe rank. in life 
will prevent all ſuſpicions of her ho- 
nor, and of whoſe tenderneſs you may 
be aſſured.“ 


Honoria, who had Glently wept during 
the whole of this ſpeech, as ſoon as ſhe. 


could recover from the agitation it 
cauſed, gratefully thanked him for taking 
ſo kind an intereſt in her diſtreſs ; and 
ſhe probably would have made him ac- 
quainted with her ſad ſtory, could ſhe 
have done it without letting him know 

the 
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ſhe; was the ſame young perfon whom 
he had already heard ſpoken of in fo 
diſgraceful a manner; and as it is na- 
tural in relating our own hiſtory, to 
ſuppreſs thoſe events which appear to 
our diſadvantage, ſhe feared all ſhe: 
could ſay. in her own favour would be 
counteracted by the opinion he muſt 
already. have formed. Diſcouraged by. 
this idea, ſhe only ; replied, that he 
was in ſome meaſure miſtaken in his 
conjecture; that ſhe had left what had 
hitherto! been her home, but that to re- 


turn to it Was impoſſible, for reaſons, 
which however ſtrong, it was not in 


her power to explain. That probably 
me Had but one friend in the world, 
and that friend was at too great a. diſ- 
tance to aſſiſt her at preſent, though 
ſhe had no doubt of her favour and 
Protection, whenever ſhe was acquainted 
wh her diſtreſs. That. ſhe was re- 
eammended to à perſon in London, 
ho though in an humble ſtation, Was 
10 | of 
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of a reſpectable character, by whoſe 
means ſhe hoped to obtain a creditable 
livelihood, till the lady ſhe mentioned 
ſhould arrive in England. She entreat- 
ed he would form no unfavorable opi- 
nion of her reſerve, owned her appear- 
ance might juſtify his ſuſpicions;” but 
to convince. him, as far as was in her 
power of the truth of her aſſertions, 
ſhe gave him the direction ſhe had 
from the gardener. He took it, and with 
great ſurprize, read Mrs. Middleton; 
Clear-ſtarcher, No. —, Poland ſtreet. 
But the air of candour and innocence 
with which ſhe ſpoke, impreſſed fe 
| ſtronghy::0n his mind a, eonviction :of 
her worth, that he, gave an immediate 
credit to all ſhe: hadi uttered, and though 
he ſilently lamented her fate, determined 
no more to diſtreſs. her by uſeleſs en- 
quiries and fruitleſs offers. She hows 
Ever. thank fully accepted © that of. his 
ſervant, as ſhe confeſſed herſelf en- 
mo unacquainted with the. ways of the 
| town, 
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town, which they were now within a few 
miles of. 


A ſilence of many minutes followed 
this converſation, when a general one 
ſucceeded, till the coach arrived in Lon- 
don. Here he again renewed it, by 
telling her, as they were ſoon to part, 
he could not reſiſt once more ſpeaking 
on the ſubject, he had quitted from the 
idea it gave her pain; but that if in fu- 
ture, at any time, he could ſerve her, 
either by advice or any other means, he 
begged ſhe would apply to him, when 
he hoped to convince her, the eſteem 
. ſhe had excited in him was not profeſ- 
fional, but real; and giving her his ad- 
dreſs on a card, requeſted to know her 
name, if that was not a ſecret ſhe might 
be unwilling to diſcloſe. She evaded 
a direct anſwer to this queſtion, by tell- 
ing him an enquiry at Mrs. Middleton's 
for Miſs Wentworth, would reach her. 

She added, ſhe could have no doubt of 
| 2 PHY = his 


KN ©.5, 3: &::. 


his honor, after the paternal and excellent 
advice he had already given her, which 
| ſhe ſhould moſt readily have followed, 
had his ſuſpicions been true; and . that 
ſhe would gladly avail herſelf of his 
generous offer, by an application to 
him, if reduced to any unexpected diſ- 
treſs. The ſtage then ſtopped in Ox- 
ford-ſtreet, and Major Southmore or- 
dered his ſervant to call a hackney 
coach, into which handing our heroine, 
he took his leave, with many ſincere 
good wiſhes for her health and welfare; 
and the child, with an affectionate earn- 
eſtneſs, begged ſhe would come to his 
grand-papa's houſe, as he was ſure he 
would be very glad to ſee her. 
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Ih « a few minutes. the coach ſtopped at 
the door of a very ſhabby-looking houſe, 
which did not at all anſwer the deſcrip- 


tion given by Mr. Connor, excepting 
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that it was faſhed. Here our heroine's 
enquiry for Mrs. Middleton brought a 
dirty girl down ſtairs, who ſaid ſhe was 
not at home, but aſked her name. On 
her replying ce Wentworth, ” the girl de- 
fired her to walk in, for her miſtreſs ex- 
pected her. After waiting in the faſſage, 
till the coachman and Major Southmore's 
ſervant had brought her trunks into the 
| houſe, ſhe followed her up two pair of 
ſtairs into the front room, where there 

| was 
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Jas a fire indeed, but ſo ſurrounded with 


muflins and gauzes, which were hanging 
to dry, that ſhe received very little be- 
nefit from it. Here ſhe ſat near an 
hour, when the arrival of Mrs. Middle- 
ton changed her ſituation for the better. 
She firſt ſcolded the maid for not ſhewing 
the lady into her parlour, for ſo: ſhe 
called a back- apartment on the ſame 
floor, ordered a fire to be made there di- 
rectly, and then apologized for the litter 
ſhe was in, but ſaid, in her way of buſts 
neſs it was impoſſible to be otherwiſe. 


— 4 
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Mrs. Middleton. was a woman of good 


principles, but a cold heart; the uſually - 


acted right, from à conviction it was 
proper to do ſo, but ſhe had not an atom 
of feeling. She received our heroine 
with great reſpect and civility but ſeemed 


totally unconcerned at the unhappineſs © 


which was ſo viſible in her countenance. 
Indeed every thing here was ſo different 
from what: ſhe; had. been accuſtomed to, 
„ that 
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that it was not probable her dejection 
ſhould ſoon ſubſide. At this time the 
ſoothings of an affectionate heart, though 
from one ſo much her inferior, would 
have greatly contributed to alleviate her 
affliction, and expecting to find this in 
Mrs. Middleton, ſhe was the more diſap- 
pointed. She retired early, but not to 
reſt; the ſmall garret which was her bed- 
chamber, was ſo ſtriking a contraſt to 
the ſpacious and elegant apartments 
at Wood-Park, that every melancholy 
idea which could accompany the recol- 
lection of the happy hours thoſe apart- 
ments once witneſſed, preſſed too forci- 
bly on her mind to be overpowered by 
ſleep. But had her heart been at eaſe, 
the various noiſes in the ſtreets would 
have kept her awake; ſhe roſe therefore 
in the morning unrefreſhed and ill. 


; Mr. Middleton, who was very curious 
to ſee their new lodger, came ſoon after 


breakfaſt: he was the very reverſe of his 


wife; 
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* in Mr. Burnaby's 8 hall he was re- 
garded as a wit, and the pert familiarity 
of his manner diſguſted our heroine even 
more than Mrs. Middleton's frigidity. 
He gave them an invitation in the name 
of the houſekeeper and his lady's Wo- 


man, to drink tea with them that after- 1 
ternoon: this Honoria would have de- + 
clined immediately, had not Mrs. Mid- 74 


dleton urged the propriety of her go- 
ing; as ſne hoped. through their means 


to recommend her to a. ſervice of the £5 
kind ſhe wiſhed for; and in this light it 74 
was a fortunate viſit. Mrs. Smith ſaid 7 


her lady had the day before aſked her if 1 
ſhe knew any young woman who was 1 
properly qualified to wait on Miſs Mor- 


timer, whoſe ſervant had left her from 9 
illneſs, and ſhe was in diſtreſs for one to "ſl 
ſupply her place; and added, . b 


Miſs Wentworth approved of it, ſhe 

would mention her, or go with her to 
Lady Mortimer's, in Upper Brook- ; 
You, I. A 0 1 
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ſtreet, the next day. Honoria gladly *©- 
cepted the propoſal, as ſhe was anxious 
to leave her landlady, whoſe character, 
though eſtimable, was far from pleaſing. 
In the morning, according to appoint- 
ment, Mrs. Smyth attended her to Miſs 
Mercimer's, who was ſo well pleaſed 
with her appearance'and manner, that ſhe 


inſtantly engaged her to come the follow- 
ing evening. 


Perhaps in the whole circle of the fa- 
ſhionable world there were few families 
ſo amiable throughout as the Mortimers. 
Lady Mortimer was an excellent woman, 
and had bred up her children with a de- 
gree of propriety, that inſured a continu- 
ation of thoſe eſtimable qualities which 
made them, even in childhood, the won- 
ders of their acquaintance. Sir Charles 
was faſhionable without vice, and Caro- 
line gay without folly ; two very rare in- 
ſtances in this licentious and frivolous 
age. 

Honoria 


„ nm ITE: 


Honoria was ſo much ſtruck by the 


mildneſs and good-humour of Miſs 
Mortimer's firſt addreſs to her, that ſhe 
entered on her new employment with- 
out thoſe poignant and exquilite feelings 
of diſtreſs and mortification ſhe expect- 
ed, and her behaviour was ever the 
ſame. Miſs Mortimer had a quick diſ- 


cernment, and ſoon diſcovered Honoria 


had not been educated for the ſtation ſhe 
no filled, and that her misfortunes had 
been of no common kind. Convinced 
of this, though ſhe endeavoured not to 
penetrate into a ſecret, that ſhe ſaw ſhe 
was anxious to conceal, yet. by every 
method in her power ſhe lightened the 
burden of dependance. 


Honoria was for three months as happy 
as in her ſituation ſhe could be; except- 


ing at meals ſhe was conſtantly in her 


lady's apartment, and at her leiſure hours 
had free acceſs to a large and well-choſen 
„ library. 
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library. One unpleaſant circumſtance, 
indeed, aroſe from the diſtinction with 
which ſhe was treated; it excited the jea - 
louſy of the other ſervants, particularly 
Mrs. Wilkins, Lady Mortimer's woman; 
and the diſlike ſhe at firſt conceived from 
envy of her beauty and ſuperior talents, 
at laſt, from her conſtant refuſals to join 
in their parties eicher at home or abroad, 

grew into a ſettled hatred. But as Ho- 
noria always behaved with civility, and, 
except in this point, even ſtudied to 
oblige them, ſhe thought their reſent- 
ment ill-judged, and determined in fu- 
ture, fince it was impoſſible to pleaſe, to 
treat them with _ indifference. 


She now wrote to "Ids Euſtace, ac- 
quainting her with all that had paſſed 


fince ſhe left Ireland; and aſſuring her, 


that however painful the thoughts of 
ſervitude had been, ſhe had now, from 


the extreme kindneſs ſhe experienced 


th from 
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from Miſs 33 almoſt regained 


her uſual ſerenity of mind. That ſhe. 


was fu pported by the hope of her return 
to England, and, till that event, ſhould 
remain in her preſent ſituation ; and 
therefore begged Lady Euſtace not to 
be uneaſy on her account. 


It. is a maxim that cannot be too early 
inculcated, that we mult not place too 


great a dependance on the comforts of 
this life; and of the truth of this our 


Heroine was again convinced tne day 


after ſhe had ſent her letter. She was. 


ſitting at work with Miſs Mortimer in 
her dreſſing- room when Sir Charles 
came up ftairs, and entering with a 
ſmile on his countenance, ſaid, „Mrs. 
Kitty, I beg you will exert your beſt en- 
deavours to make my ſiſter look as kill- 
ing as poſſible to-day, for an old ad- 
mirer and favourite of her's is juſt ar- 
rived in town, and has promiſed to dine 
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with us.” Dear Sir Charles, tell me 
who you mean?” Why there are two 
officers, Caroline; one of them, indeed, 
is a ſtranger, but the other, your friend, 
is high in the army, and heir to a noble 
fortune.” *© Nay then, brother, I ſhall 
never gueſs, for I knov- but one red coat 
in the world who is agreeable, and I am 
ſure he is too poor to be the perſon you 
mean.” * Perhaps not, Miſs Morti- 
mer: what will you ſay, when I tell you 
his merit and valour have raiſed him to 
the rank of Colonel,” and that the death 
of his couſin, who was thrown from his 
horſe when hunting, has made him his 
uncle's only heir, whoſc illneſs, in con- 
ſequence of his affliction, is the cauſe 
that has recalled him from America?“ 
« Why, Charles, vou cannot poſſibly 
mean Henry Effingham! . 


roline, indeed I do,” returned he; then 


wiſhing her a good morning, flew down 
ſtairs to meet, as he ſa d, his two friends, 
whom 


a n V i. ̃ 


whom he had promiſed to attend to the 
Park. 


Miſs Mortimer was too much engaged 
by the pleaſing ſurprize her brother's in- 
telligence had occaſioned, to obſerve the 
effect it had on Honoria, who changed 
colour repeatedly, and endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs her tears, turned extremely ſick, 


and at laſt fainted away. Miſs Morti- 


mer was greatly concerned at her illneſs, 
though ſhe fortunately entertained no 
idea of the cauſe. After the uſual ap- 
plications ſhe recovered, and, contrary 
to her lady's wiſh, perſiſted in her at- 
tendance, nor would accept of "7 aſ 
ſiſtance. 


When the dinner bell rang ſhe was left 
to her own meditations, which were 
more than uſually afMlifting. In all her 
diſtreſſes her firſt view had been to con- 
ceal herſelf from the poſſibility of Ef- 
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fingham' 8 diſcovery, and ſhe was now in 


a family where” his intimacy was un- 


doubted, and where ſhe was 1n a ſitua- 
tion the moſt humiliating. But at the 


F ſame time that ſhe anxiouſly hoped to 


| eſcape his knowledge as Kitty Went- 


Worth, ſhe was ardently deſirous of 
knowing whether he ever thought on that 
Honoria Sommerville, to whom he once 
offered ſuch humble vows of eternal 
conſtancy. The viſh of hearing his 
future intentions, which ſhe ſuppoſed it 
probable ſhe might, baniſhed every idea 
of leaving Miſs Mortimer, which had 
at firſt occurred to her on hearing of 


his arrival; and this ſhe the rather fixed 


on, from the recollection that it would 
be eaſy to eſcape an interview, as ſhe 
Was conſtantly in her lady's room. A 
latent hope alſo aroſe in her heart, that 
he was now meditating a viſit to Ireland, 
and cheriſning the idea of the reception 
he would meet with from her; ſhe then 
- 2 YT ſaw 
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ws his deſpair at hearing her unfor- 
tunate fate; heard him Ae the 
tales invented by her enemies, and hus 
indulged the wildneſs of her fancy in a 
thouſand viſionary illuſions: but too 
ſoon theſe all vaniſhed, and ſhe awoke 
at once to the painful reality. Mis 
Mortimer then appeared to her diſtracted: | 
imagination, with all the advantages ſhe - 
_ poſſeſſed of youth, beauty, rank and 
fortune, and evidently pleaſed with the 

renewal of the. acquaintance ſhe had for- 
merly ſo much valued. Was it in man 
to retain his conſtancy, when an object 
ſo attractive endeavoured to engage him; 
and was it in woman not to uſe every 
art to attach ſuch a heart as Effingham's? 
Thus ſne paſſed the remainder of the 
aſternoon; in the evening ſhe. ſaw Miſs 
Mortimer in high ſpirits, and charmed 
with the events, of the day: ſhe ſaid 
nothing that could in any way ſatisfy 
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Honoria's curioſity, but every ſmile was 
a dagger to her heart. 


From this time ſhe heard of his al- 
moſt daily viſits, and it began to be 
whiſpered in the family, that the Colo- 
nel and Miſs Mortimer were to be mar- 
ried as ſoon as his uncle was dead, whoſe 
declining health made it probable, that 
event would ſhortly take place. This 


alarmed our heroine ſo much, that ſne 
ſeriouſly thought of leaving Miſs Mor- 
timer; conſcious ſhe could never ſup- 
port even the approach of a ceremony, 
which would deprive her of every hope 


of happineſs; and her preſence would 
give her perjured lover the triumph of 


witneſſing her afflifting humiliation. 
Thus was every fear verified; yet the 


would ſtill ſometimes hope all ſhe had 


heard might not be true; and this was 
a little more probable from his abſence; 
for ſhe found he had quitted London 


with 


A „ 1 = 


with his uncle, who was ordered to 
Briſtol Hot-wells; and ſhe then deter- 
mined to ſtay till the intelligence ſhe 
ſo much dreaded was confirmed; but 
in leſs than a fortnight ſo many circum- 
ſtances conſpired to convince her of 


the truth of the report, that ſhe could 
no longer doubt it. 


One morning Sir Charles entering his 
ſiſter's apartment, told her, Captain 
Fairfax was juſt come from Briſtol, and 
would dine with them, and aſked if ſhe 
ſhould be glad to ſee him? She co- 
loured exceſſively, and ſaid, any friend 
of Colonel Effingham's muſt ever be 
welcome to her. Lord Bridgewater,” 
continued Sir Charles, © is juſt at laſt,” 
but here 1s a letter which: will inform 
you of every thing, and fatisfy you in 
every point, if woman is to be ſatisfied.” 
“Where is it?” cried ſhe eagerly; © how 
can you trifle ſo with my impatience?” 
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Hanoria fat ſcarcely breathing leſt ſhe 
ſhould" loſe a word that might be of 
ſuch importance to her peace; but ſhe 
could draw no comfort from any part of 
the converſition. Miſs Mortimer took 
the letter with a ſmile, and began read- 
ing it, now and then pronouncing a. 
word or a ſentence aloud. Of theſe- 
Honoria diſtinctly heard, * unconſcious 
beauty, unalterable love;” then ſhe read 
on a long time in' ſilence, but juſt at 
the end again repeated, . An attach- 
ment like mine, founded on eſteem, and 
begun in friendſhip, abſence cannot leſ- 
ſen, nor time deſtroy. I ſhall ſoon be 
with you; Lord Bridgewater cannot 
exiſt many hours, yet deeply as I ſhall 
regret his loſs, I have one confolation 
which ſometimes darts upon my mind, 
ad enlivens the gloom around. me. It 
is, that I ſhall have it in my power to 
return to the ſpot which contains al- 
moſt. all that is dear to your Henry 
nns 4 T LL. BILE. 13S Ah Elling- 
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Effingham.” She then gave the letter 
to her brother, who immediately left. 
the room, and ſhe ſoon followed. 


The wretched Honoria was now fa- 
tally confirmed in all her ſuſpicions;. 
and the certainty of the Colonel's at- 
tachment to her lady, was, ſhe thought,. 
indiſputable. Determined to leave her 
preſent ſituation, the next time ſhe ſaw ' 
Miſs Mortimer ſhe endeavoured to hint 
it to her; but her reſolution was diſ- 
armed by her kind and anxious enqui- 
ries after her health; it was indeed every 
day viſibly declining ; ſhe had loſt in 
great meaſure her appetite and reſt, 
and the anxiety which preyed on her 


mind, appeared too plainly on her coun- 
tenance. 


A Siteight thus paſſed inſenſibly aways 
without her having the courage to ad- 


dreſs Miſs Mortimer on the ſubject of 
leaving 


— 
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leaving her; when one morning as ſhe 
was ſitting alone in the dreſſing- room, 
her attention was ſuddenly called from 
her work by a noiſe in the ſtreet; ſhe 
turned her head to the window, but the 
ſight of two men fighting diſguſted her, 
and ſhe was going to retire; when an 
object in a moment not only attracted 


| her eyes, but every faculty was loſt in 


aſtoniſhment and deſpair while ſhe ga- 


Zed on it. It was really Colonel Effing- 


ham, who in croſſing the ſtreet was 
ſtopped by the croud which had ga- 


thered round the combatants. He was 
very little altered ſince the time he quit- 


ted Ireland, except that his countenance 
had leſs of the Adonis, and more of 
the hero in it; as the bloom on his 
cheeks was loſt in the glow the heat of 
the climate had ſpread over. his face. 
But though his deportment had acquir- 
ed that eaſy dignity, which diſtinguiſhes 


2 man of real anden, It had not de- 


prived 


« VS 47. 3» M0 


prived him of the good-humoured vi- 
vacity which played over his © features 
when his heart was at eaſe.” But at 
this time, the fixed melancholy that 
apparently hung on him, ſtruck Hono- 
ria, who thought it ill ſuited to a fa- 
voured and happy lover. For a few 
minutes ſhe endeavoured to gueſs the 
cauſe, and was more than half inclined 
to hope his thoughts might at that mo- 
ment relate to herſelf; but a glance at 
his mourning, which had before efcaped 
her notice, deſtroyed the pleaſing illu- 
ſion by informing her of the truth. 
Miſs Mortimer ſtood at the drawing- 
room window ; he looked up at her with 
an animated ſmile, and the inſtant he 
was at liberty, flew to the door, where 
he immediately gained admittance. 


This was too much for the poor Hono- 
ria; ſne burſt into a flood of tears, and 
leaning her head on the table, gave way to 


the 
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the violence of her emotions. © Is it 
(cried ſhe, in an agony) that Effingham, 
Who poured out ſuch humble vows to 
the now forgotten and deſpiſed Honoria ? 
Why did he ſeek to gain my affection 
by a declaration of his love, ſo unex- 
pected, ſo almoſt unwiſhed-for? It was 
to him the amuſement of a moment 
to deſtroy my peace for ever. Why 
will not my pride ſupport me, and 
teach me to forget the perjured wretch, 
who is unworthy of. my regard? Yes, 
(continued ſhe, her eyes ſtill ſtreaming) 
I will forget, and, if poſſible, deſpiſe 
him.” . Yet in ſpite of all her boaſted : 
firmneſs, her tears flowed without inter- 
miſſion till ſhe was ſummoned to dinner. 
To conceal the redneſs of her eyes, ſhe. 
haſtily drew her cap over her face, and 
went down ſtairs; her mind ſtill fo much 
occupied with the paſt ſcene, that when 
ſhe opened | the door, and ſaw. a gentle- 
man in black, ſitting with his, back to- 

Wards 
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wards her, ſcarcely ſenſible where ſhe 
was, at the firſt view the wildneſs of 
her ideas ſuggeſted it was really the Co- 
lonel, and poſſeſſed with this imagina- 
tion, ſhe involuntarily ſcreamed, which 
ſurprizing the whole party, the gentle- 
man gallantly flew to her, and by en- 
quiring what was the matter, convinced 
her at once of the folly of her ſuppoſi- 
tion. He was in fact a ſtranger; ſhe 
was diſtreſſed at his politeneſs, and ſay- 
ing ſhe had only turned her foot ſtep- 
ping into the room, directly fat down 
to table, where his officious attention 


difpleaſed her, as much as it mortified 


Mrs. Wilkins, who till her appearance 
had been the object of his devoirs. But 
how was her confuſion and diſpleaſure 
encreaſed, when ſhe found from the 
converſation, that he was in reality Co- 
lonel Effingham's attendant, and was, 
as well as his maſter, in mourning for 
Lord Bridgewater? From the inſtant 
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ſhe made this diſcovery, ſhe could 


ſcarcely fit at table, and the freedom of 
his manners gave her additional diſguſt, 
After a thouſand gallant ſpeeches, which 
ſhe anſwered with great - coolneſs, he 
began ſpeaking of his maſter's intended 


marriage with her lady; then taking 
her hand, which ſhe withdrew with 


more haughtineſs than was conſiſtent 
with her preſent ſituation, he added, 
« Suppoſe, my dear madam, we were 


to have a double match in the family, 


and that you and I were to follow the 
example of the Colonel and Miſs Mor- 
timer ?” She was unable to anſwer for 


Jome moments from aſtoniſhment, which 


miſtaking for confuſion, he again preſſed 
her hand, with an air of fatisfied im · 


portance. 


The pride and reſentment that ſwelled in 
her heart, now roſe to her lips; but was 
immediately ſuppreſſed, though not ſub- 
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dued, by the recollection that an un- 
guarded expreſſion might expoſe her to 
ſuſpicions that it was now more than 
ever neceſſary for her to avoid. She 

therefore made no reply, but with very 

viſible diſpleaſure, haſtily aroſe and quit- 

ted the room, but not without hearing a 

ſpiteful obſervation of Mrs. Wilkins's, 
who was not only angry at the attention 

he paid her, but piqued at her indif- 
| ference to an object ſhe had thought fo 
highly of, and taken ſuch pains to attach 
to herſelf. © What, (cried ſhe, as Ho- 
noria left the table) Madam is offended 
I ſuppoſe ; I warrant ſhe thinks herſelf 
meat for your Maſter, Mr. Peters.” Mr. 

Peters was greatly hurt : he had in com- 

mon with the reſt of his tribe, long 
entertained an idea that his perſon and 

abilities were irreſiſtible, and was morti- 

fied at a proof that he had ſet too high 

a value on himſelf. He therefore deter- 

mined in his turn to pique her, as he 

yainly 
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vainly imagined a particular attention 
to Mrs. Wilkins would do, but this he 
had no opportunity of putting into 
execution. 


The unintentional truth of her 
ſpeech had the effect on Honoria that 
might be ſuppoſed ; ſhe retired to her 
own room, where the various and unfor- 

tunate events of the day ſo wholly over- 

powered her, that ſhe could no longer 
ſupport the conflict in her ſoul. A vio- 
lent ſick head-ach ſucceeded ; and equal- 
ly pained in body and mind, ſhe paſſed 
the night in a ſituation, that with all her 
afflictions ſhe , had never before ex- 

perienced. _ F 

When the next morning ſhe waited 

on Miſs Mortimer, her countenance un- 

ufually pale and dejected, ſurpriſed and 
alarmed her; and with a tender ſolicitude 
ſhe aſked, how long ſhe. had been ſo ill, 
| T - and: 


. Tg 
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and begs ged her to eb ES advice, 
offering to ſend: for the phyſician who 
attended the family. Honoria gratefully 
thanked her, but declined it, us ſhe 
believed nothing would reſtore her but the 
country air, which from having always 


been accuſtomed to, ſhe thought eſſen- 
tial to her health. Miſs Mortimer then, 


aſter expreſſing her regret at parting 
with her, enquired if ſhe meant to return 


to her friends, or whether if an eligible 


ſituation offered'in the country ſhe would 
accept of it? © Certainly, madam,” ſhe 


replied, © it is my earneſt deſire. I have 
received too much attention from you 


not to wiſh for a ſimilar ſituation, though 
can ſcarcely expect to be equally for- 


tunate. The ſorrow I feel at leaving you 
is. ſuch, that nothing could induce me 
to go, but the abſolute neceſſity of a 
kep of this kind for the reſtoration of 


my health, and even the preſervation of 


my life.” The energy with which ſhe ' 
» ſpoke, | 
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ſpoke, aſtoniſhed Miſs Mortimer, whs 
ſaid after a pauſe, ſhe fancied ſhe knew 
df a place which would ſuit her; that ſhe 
was going out, and would endeavour to 
learn more particulars, and that if it met 
with her approbation, ſhe ſhould not 
want her beſt aſſiſtance in gaining it. 
HFonoria curtſied, but her heart was toe 
full to ſuffer her to ſpeak. 


In the evening Miſs Mortimer ſent for 
her into the drawing room, where ſhe was 
alone, and making her fit down, ad- 
dreſſed her with a tenderneſs, which in the 
preſent weak ſtate of her health and ſpi- 
rits was particularly ſoothing. *© Do not 
imagine, Kitty, from what I am going to 
ſay, that I wiſh to diſcover a ſecret, which 
you perhaps have reaſons for concealing ; 
but I am now, and indeed have long been 
convinced, you were not educated for, nor 
born to the ſtation you now fill ; and pro- 
bably I ſhould not be wrong if I gueſſed 

your 


Vo 
your illneſs partly proceeded from the 
difference of your preſent way of life, to 


that you have hitherto been accuſtomed 
to. Wilkins too is jealous of your ſupe- 


rior qualities, and if it were only on that 


reſpe&, cannot be a pleaſant companion, 
were even her manners better ſuited ta 
your own; but ſhe is a uſeful ſervant to 
my mother, who would not I believe 
willingly part with her. However ſorry 
I muſt be to loſe you, I am not fo ſelfiſh 
as to wiſh you to ſtay at the expence of 
your happineſs, for I have often obſerved 


the dejection which has hung on you, and 


fatter myſelf the means I have taken may 


in time remove it. Prepoſſeſſed with the 
idea I mentioned before, I have recom- 


mended you to a lady, not as a ſervant, 
but companion: the principal thing ſhe - 
wiſhes you to do, is to write for her ; ſhe 
is an authoreſs, and is too deeply engaged 
in philoſophical reſearches, to pay that 
attention to her writing, which muſt be 
done 
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Mane when, i it is intended for the preſs. 
Your employment therefore will be to 
| tranſcribe - fairly what ſhe means to pub- 
8 liſn, a taſk. neither difficult nor labo- 


—U— — _— — - 


EE 


1 
1 rious; and as ſhe is really an amiable 
1 woman, I hope you will find it an eli- 
5 | gible and pleaſant ſituation. 
48 Honoria expreſſed her grateful ſenſe of 
M0 Miſs Mortimer's kindneſs, and gladly 
5 accepted the offer: how earneſtly at the 
| + ſame time did ſhe wiſh that ſhe had no 
. other ſources of uneaſineſs, than thoſe 
1 | Miſs. Mortimer had mentioned 1 © I for- 
= got (added Miſs Mortimer) to tell you 
4 | that Mrs. Campbell does not live in the 
= country, but at the city of C 
1 | though perhaps you will not make ae 
| an objection, as it is an airy and healthy 
= n if it ſuits you in every other 
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et J am, madam, (returned Honoria) 
too ſenſible of the infinite obligations I 
owe you, not to make every return in 
my power ; and though I dare not ac- 
quaint you with all the particulars of my 


fad ſtory, yet I will ſo far confeſs, you have 


gueſſed truly that I was not educated for 
the line of life you now ſee me in. But 
diſappointed in my expectations of an 
eaſy, if not an affluent fortune, by a ſtroke 
of adverſity more cruel than you, madam, 


can poſſibly imagine, I had no reſource 
but ſervitude; and believe me, Miſs 


Mortimer, my attachment to you is too 
ſtrong for any trivial cauſe to ſeparate 


us: and I would fubmit to the unde- 
ſerved ill- treatment I have experienced 


from Mrs. Wilkins, to remain in your 
ſervice, had I not reaſons for leaving 


London, too powerful for even your good- 
neſs to counteract, 1 


Von. I. H Miſs 
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Miſs Mortimer's curioſity was the 
more excited by this ſpeech, but ſup- 
preſſing it, ſhe told her, ſhe would accom- 


| pany her to Mrs. Campbell's the next 


morning'; when that lady approving 
highly of her appearance, agreed to give 
her a handſome falary, and engaged her 
to go down with her to C the follow- 


ing week. Honoria was rnuch pleaſed | 


with Mrs. Campbell, but diſtreſſed how 
to diſpoſe of herſelf in the interim, as 
ſhe could not without the utmoſt pain 
ſtay in Brook-ſtreet. She therefore 
begged Miſs Mortimer's leave to quit 


her the next day; her requeſt was com- 


plied with, though with great regret ; and 


the became once more a lodger of Mrs. 
Middleton's, But in the morning before 


ſhe left Lady Mortimer's, a meſſage ar- 
rived from Mrs. Campbell, deſiring ſhe 


would fend her trunks, as ſhe meant all 
their principal luggage ſhould go that 


day, as they were to travel poſt in her 
| chariot. 


3 £6728 


chariot. Honoria was very well pleaſed 
with this ſcheme, as it ſaved her the trou- 
ble of a ſecond removal. Her cloaths 
were all packed, and ſhe ſent off almoſt 
every thing but the box and its contents, 
which Mrs.. Forteſcue had given her, 


with the proofs of her birth, from which 


ſhe never parted, and of courſe took it 
with her to Mrs. Middleton's. 


| Miſs Mortimer had requeſted to ſee 

her before ſhe left town; a requeſt ſhe 
could not refuſe, but dreaded to comply 
with, from the fear of meeting the Colo- 
nel; but recollecting his viſits were ſel- 
dom early, two days before that fixed on 
for her Journey, ſhe ſet out at ten o'clock 
in the morning. This was the firſt time 
ſhe had been out of the houſe ſince ſhe 
left Brook-ſtreet; and as ſhe thought it 
more poſſible to paſs unnoticed among 
the multitude in Oxford Road, than 


through Hanover Square, ſhe choſe the 


H 2 | former. 
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former. She had not however gone far, 
betore ſhe was alarmed by ſomebody's 
pulling her gown, but turning round, 
was immediately relieved by recollecting 
Charles Southmore, her little fellow-tra- 


veller from Parkgate. He ſaid his grand- 


papa was juſt behind, and wiſhed to ſee 
her. The Major ſoon overtook them, 
and expreſſed his happineſs at again 
meeting her ; enquired with a friendly ſo- 
licitude after her health, and ſhook his 
head at her anſwer to that queſtion, 


« Will you permit me (ſaid he, as he 


walked up the ſtreet with her) to aſk 
whether you have ſucceeded in the plan 
of life you formed? © In ſome reſpects 


better than I expected, (ſhe replied) 


but I am now going to leave London, as 
I hope the country air will re-eſtabliſh 
my health: ſhe then gave him a ſhort 
account of what had paſſed ſince her ar- 
rival, except her real reaſon for leaving 
Miſs Mortimer, and learned to her great 
| ſurprize 
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ſurprize and ſatisfaction, that Mrs. 
Campbell was related to him. He ſaid 
ſhe was a very good woman, and had 
but one fault, that was vanity; which was 
ſo common in authors, that one who was 


perfectly free from it would be indeed a 


rara avis: he bade her remember Gil 


Blas and the Archbiſhop of Grenada, and 


then took his leave with repeated offers 
of ſervice: There was a frankneſs and 


attention in his manner, that pleaſed and 
flattered her: he ſeemed the only being 
in Europe, Miſs Mortimer excepted, 


from whom the intended connection muſt 


inevitably ſeparate her for ever, who took 


an intereſt in her fate, and to whom ſhe 
could apply for advice or aſſiſtance. 
With a heart a little lightened by the 


reflection that ſhe had met a friend where 


ſhe had no reaſon. to expect it, ſhe pro- 
ceeded to Brook: ſtreet, where ſhe ar- 
rived ſafely in Miſs Mortimer's dreſſing- 


room, without encountering the inter- 
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view ſhe ſo much dreaded. Circum- 
ſtanced as ſhe now was, nothing was 
to her of equal importance, to remain- 
ing undiſcovered by Colonel Effingham. 
It gratified her pride, and ſoothed her 
feelings, to reflect that he thought her 
ignorant of his inconſtancy, ha was 
himſelf unconſcious of her humiliation. 


Miſs Mortimer received her with great 
tenderneſs, and told her that if her new 
ſituation did not prove fo agreeable, as 
however ſhe hoped it would, ſhe beg- 
ged her to conſider their houſe as an 
afylum at any time. Perhaps, (ad- 
ded ſhe, bluſhing) I may not myſelf 
be a great while longer a reſident here, 
but my mother's eſteem for you almoſt 
equals my own, and wherever I am, 
no alteration in my way of life can 
make any change in the ſentiments of 
regard I ſhall ever retain for you, and 
of which, I hope, I ſhall have it in 
my 


W = tw. 00 


my power to convince you.” This hint 


of Miſs Mortimer's did not contribute 


to Honoria's eaſe, yet ſhe thanked her 
with tolerable compoſure for every in- 
ſtance of attention, and with every ex- 
preſſion of gratitude took her leave. 


Returned to her diſmal home at Mrs. 
Middleton's, ſhe paſſed the remainder 
of the day in gloomy reflections on the 
various occurrences of her life. Her 


landlady was too buſily employed in her 
occupation, to interrupt the train of 
ideas that ſucceeded each other in her 
mind, which was at laſt wholly engroſſed 


by a thought, that ſuddenly ſtruck her, 
of the impropriety of keeping a locket, 


the gift of a perſon, whoſe heart was 


already, and whoſe hand was ſo ſoon to 
be devoted to another. Whilſt tor- 
mented with the uncertainty ſhe was in, 
and unable to decide whether ſne had 


beſt return or keep it; the w of 
114 N 
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che hour obliged her to retire ; the ſame 
idea ſtill followed her, and prevented 
her from reſt. The pleaſure ſhe. had 
received from wearing it, had long been 
loſt; yet ſhe could not think of part- 
ing with it without exquiſite pain. 


Her mind ſtill continued in this un- 
ſettled and agitated ſtate, when every 
recollection was loſt in apprehenſions 
for her perſonal ſafety, by a violent 
ſmell of fire, and a thick ſmoke that 
tuddenly penetrating into her room, al- 
moſt ſuffocated her; and her fears were 
immediately confirmed by a violent 

knocking at the door of the houſe, and 
a cry of fire, which was ſucceeded by 
. loud ſcreams from almoſt every one of 
the inhabitants. On the firſt impreſſion 
of terror ſhe had ſuſtained, ſhe began 
drefling, but on opening her chamber 
door, the fight of the flames terrified 
her ſo much, ſhe thought of noting 

ut 
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Hut flight; and wrapping a cloak round 
her, was at the bottom of the ſtairs 
without being at all ſenſible how ſhe- 
eame down, The croud that. now preſ- 
fed in, for ſome moments prevented her 
from getting into the ſtreet, but terror 
gave her unuſual ſtrength, and ſhe: ſoon: 
made her way through every obſtacle.. 
A decent-looking man,; who had been: 
alarmed: with the reſt of the neighbour-- 
hood, met her at the door, and: judg-- 
ing from her appearance ſhe' was one 
of the ſufferers,, humanely offered to: 
conduct her to his houſe, which. though 
only in Great Marlborough-ſtreet, wa s 
too far off to be in any preſent danger. 
This offer ſhe- joyfully accepted, and 
was received by his wife with great ci- 
uility and attention; he then went back 
to Poland: ſtreet; and ſhe continued a 
long time in the utmoſt anxiety for the 
fate of her landlady, and the other in- 
habitants of the houſe. At length ſhe 
N H 5 Was? 
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was a little relieved by the return of 
Mr. Gibbons, followed by a fervant in 
livery, both of whom had been aſſiſting 
to remove the goods and extinguiſh the 
fire; which they aſſured her was got un- 
under, and though the houſe was al- 
moſt conſumed, yet every thing of moſt 
value was ſaved from the flames. 


In the confuſion and alarm ſhe had 
been in, till this moment her box never 
occurred to her, but now recolleCting 
it the haſtily exclaimed, © If my trunk 
is loſt, I am undone for ever. Will 
you be ſo good as to enquire, that 
I may not be in ſuſpenſe ?? I he 
ſervant, for Gibbons had left the room, 
offered to let her know immediately, 
if ſhe would deſcribe it to him. She 
faid it was a ſmall portmanteau, with 
the letters H. F. upon the lid in braſs 
nails. He ſhook his head, and replied, 
be ured there was none ſaved which 
| anſwered 
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anſwered that deſcription; but as the 

goods had all beeen carried into ano- 
ther houſe, he could inform her with 
certainty in a few minutes. In a quar- 
ter of an hour he returned, and aſſured 
her it was not to be found; and as they 
had made a very diligent ſearch, but 
without ſucceſs, there was no doubt but 
it had been burnt. Gibbons alſo giv- 
ing the ſame account, ſhe had no hope 
left of ever recovering it, and gave 
way to the grief this unfortunate loſs 
excited, She was now totally deprived 
of all poſſibility of ever arriving at the 
knowledge of her parents; Mrs, For- 
teſcue dead, and the weakened ſtate of 
Mr. Forteſcue's mind, putting it al- 
moſt out of his power to aſſiſt her, 

even if he ſhould retain the inclination. 


| After a ſhort time, however, ſhe re- 

covered, and conſidering how little pro- 

bability there was of ever being called 
. | upon 
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upon to produce theſe tokens of her 
birth, when every enquiry of Mr. For- 
teſcue's, and Mr. Richardſon's, had 


failed at the time ſhe was found; reſol- 


ved not to murmur, but return thanks 
to Providence for preſerving her life, 
and rejoice that, excepting this, ſhe had 
loſt nothing of conſequence. Her cloaths 
and valuables were all ſent to C 
and the money ſhe kept was in her 
pockets, which ſhe had fortunately put on 
> before the alarm was Siven. 


Mrs. Gibbons ſupplied her with a 
gown for the preſent, | and in the 
morning when ſhe' had in ſome mea- 
fure reſted from her fatigue, ſhe called 
to ſee Mrs. Middleton, who was ſtill in 
an agony of grief; ſhe informed her 
the flames firſt burſt out in the room 
in which ſhe always worked, and was 
occaſioned by her leaving ſome muſlins 
too near the fire, which the had not 

quite 
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quite put out. She added, the lodgers 
on the firſt and ground floors eſcaped 
eaſily, and had ſaved almoſt every thing; 
but that not awaking herſelf till the 
alarm in the ſtreet, ſhe ran down ſtairs 
with ſcarcely any thing on, and almoſt 
all ſhe had left was conſumed. Hono- 
ria attempted to comfort her, by ſay- 
ing ſhe was not the only ſufferer, and 
mentioned her own loſs; but Mrs. 
Middleton ſaid, people could talk in- 
_ » deed very well when they did not feel, 
and ſhe had no notion of Miſs Went- 
worth's grumbling, when all her boxes 
were gone to C——, except one little 
trunk.” #© Indeed, Mrs. Middleton, 
'. (ſhe replied) I do not murmur, though 
the loſs of that little trunk may be 
of infinitely greater conſequence to me 
than any thing elſe in my poſſeſſion.” 
She then handſomely paid her for the 
time ſhe had been her boarder, and 
took leave, on ſent a note to Mrs, 
Fe — Camp» 
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Campbell, informing her of the unfor- 
tunate accident which had obliged her 
to remove, and requeſting to be taken 
up in Great Marlborough-ſtreet; where 
the next morning at eight the carriage 
arrived, and at nine, accompanied only 


by Mre. Campbell, ſtie quitted London, 


. 


CHAP. VIII. 


* 


Mas. CAMPBELIL was a widow about 


the age of forty: fortune had bleſſed 


her with a handſome jointure, beſides a 


large ſum entirely at her own diſpoſal ; 


and nature had given her a fine perſon, 
upon which time had committed fewer 


depredations than uſual at her years, and 


a very good, though common under- 
ſtanding, But all this did not content 
her; ſhe ſighed for literary fame, and 


. 7 *, 4 . - 
without a ſpark of genius, or even ani- 


en, had actually attained ſome little 
degree 
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: degree from the few works which bore 


her name. 


e nineteen ſhe was of that claſs of 
women, who “ have no characters at 
all,” and, at her father's requeſt, gave 
her hand without any reluctance to Mr. 
Campbell, who was forty years her ſe- 
nior, and a whimſical, though learned 
old gentleman. As he took her with- 
out a fortune, and ſettled a very good 
ene on her, he thought himſelf inti- 
tled to her implicit obedience, and for 
the twelve years that he lived, ſhe ſub- 
mitted, with a patient inſenſibility, to 
an almoſt total confinement and unwea- 
ried attendance on him. Her. principal 
employment was reading to him; and 
though at firſt ſhe had no pleaſure in 

it, as his choice of books was not cal- 
culated to. amuſe a female mind, that 
till then had never been accufiemed to 
; _ A yer by degrees ſhe took 
„ '#£ 
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a pride in the idea, which he endea- 
voured ſtrongly to inculcate, that her 
time was devoted to learning and phi- 
loſophy, whilſt ſo many of her ſex were 
trifling their hours in frivolous diſſipa- 
pation and uſeleſs amuſements. 


After a few years ſhe began to con- 
template with ſcorn the gay world, and 
look forward with reſtleſs impatience 
to that period, when ſhe hoped to ſhine 
herſelf a bright ſtar in the hemiſphere 
of literature. The rudiments of the 
French language ſhe had learned at 
ſchool, and with the moſt unwearied 
diligence, attained a perfect knowledge 
of that and Italian. With Mr. Camp- 
bell's aſſiſtance alſo ſhe had made ſome 
little progreſs in Latin, when his death, 
though it interrupted that ſtudy, left 
her at liberty to purſue . the bent of 
her inclinations by commencing Autho- 
reſs. She was now two-and-thirty, and 
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almoſt immediately left the retirement 
where ſhe had been fo long ſecluded, 


and ſettled at C——, her native place; 


but not, as ſhe declared on her return, 
to mix in public amuſements or card- 


parties, but to devote herſelf to phi- 
loſophy, and the ſtudy of human na- 
ere. 1 1 


It was well known that Mr. Camp- 
bell, though ſenſible and learned, was 
indolent to an extreme; and though he 
would not give himſelf the trouble of 


publiſhing, he had written a number 


of detached pieces, and left ſome very 


valuable, though unfiniſhed, manu- 


"ſcripts : theſe, as his Lady was ſole 


executrix, all fell into her hands, and 
the ill- natured world did not ſcruple to 
affirm that ſne made a good uſe of 
them. Certain it was, that among the 


Works ſhe had publiſhed as her own, 


there were ſome, in which was either 
a ſtrength 


% 
a ſtrength of argument female writers 
ſeldom attain, or a brilliancy of ideas 


which all who knew her thought her 


incapable of, and not unfrequently the 
concluſions were vague and uncon- 


nected, and couched in a ſtyle totally 


different from the beginning. Theſe 
flanders, as ſhe called them, had reached 
her ears, but raiſed no other emotions 
in her breaſt, as ſhe told an intimate 
friend, but contempt at the envy of the 
world. She was indeed fo highly flat- 
tered by the applauſe of a few, whoſe 
Intereſt it was to gain her friendſhip; 
and fo loſt in a delirium of vanity, that 
it was ſcarcely in the power of any one 
to deſtroy the pleaſing illuſions which 
floated in her mind. 


During the firſt five or ſix miles of 
their journey, the converſation turned 
on general ſubjects: then, after a 
long pauſe ſpent in preparing the ſpeech, 
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Mrs. Campbell addreſſed our heroine 
in che nn manner: 


we Prepoſſeſſed, Miſs 6 as th 

I am, not only with your appearance, bi 

but manner and converſation, and re- N 
gardful of Miſs Mortimer's high re- 

commendation of you, a young lady of en 

ſuperior talents, and whoſe judgment gr 

may therefore be relied on more ſafely; 


ou 
I have no doubt but you will prove a m 
companion equally agreeable and uſeful ;, ni 
and I likewiſe flatter myſelf you will not fa 
find my houſe an unpleaſant ſituation. re 
There is a large and genteel ſociety un 

at C------, but the inhabitants are ful 

fly irrationally devoted to cards. ed 

viſit all the principal people, though ſee 

I avoid as much as I poſſibly can, th 

thoſe parties where that bane to all me 
reſinement of ideas, and elegance of at 
expreſſion, is introduced. At home I we 


always receive my acquaintance in ſe- 


ay 
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lect circles of fourteen or fiftcen at a 


time; and at ſome of theſe meetings 
you will enjoy that true attic ſalt of 
converſation, © that feaſt of reaſon and 


that flow of ſoul,” ſo often ſpoken of, 


but ſo rarely experienced. 


cc But, alas, my dear Miſs Wentworth, 
envy and jealouſy are the weeds which 


grow with greateſt luxuriance through- | 


out the garden' of the world ; and as it 


may reaſonably be ſuppoſed that a ge- 
nius like mine has many enemies, in 


fact I have in the whole city but two . 
real friends, to whom I can at any time 


unboſom myſelf, and upon whoſe faith- 


ful breaſts I can repoſe with unlimit- 
ed confidence. As you will probably 


ſee them both frequently, I will deſcribe 
their characters to you. Mr. Hunter for- 
merly practiſed the law, but the profeſſion 
at length diſguſted him, the tautology 


wearied his ſpirits, and the perplex- 
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itjes and quibbles hurt his feelings. 
He retired upon a handſome. fortune 
„ Where he now lives in. 
ſcientific "rad, and | philoſophical tran- 


quillity. Convinced of the ſuperiority 


of his underſtanding, I have frequent- 


ly ſubmitted my works to him to be 
reviſed and corrected; but after fre- 


quent peruſals, he has always done 


9 


me the honour to return them with- 


out alteration, and an aſſurance they 
wanted none. Indeed I never knew a 
man of ſuch deep obſervation, and 
Juſt diſcernment in my life.” 


CY 


Honoria with the utmoſt difficulty 


reſtrained a ſmile at the modeſt con- 


cluſion of this elaborate ſpeech ; but 


her mirth was quickly loſt in con- 


fuſion, when Mrs. LOR conti- 
nued: 1 
3 : 


„ Apropos, 


« 


a 


ce Apropos, Mi Wentworth, have 
you never read the little yolumes 1 
have ſent into the world?” . Now un- 


fortunately for our heroine, in the 


days of her proſperity ſeveral of them 
had accidentally fallen in her way; 
but little thinking ſhe ſhould ever be- 


come acquainted with the authoreſs, 


or be diſtreſſed by an enquiry of this 
kind, ſne had, after reading a few 
pages, thrown them aſide, as neither 
intereſting nor inſtructive. However, 
perplexed at this queſtion, from the 
difficulty of a reply, which would be 
conſiſtent with her ſtrict attention to ve- 
racity, and yet not offend Mrs. Campbell, 


with inimitable preſence of mind ſhe an- 


ſwered, © My ſituation of late; madam, - 


left me little leiſure to attend to my 


favourite amuſement ; but if on my ar- 
rival at C 


with a abe of ply I will endea- 
wour. to profit by your indulgence.” 


: _ Mrs, 


N07 2.4... Mk 


» you will gratify me 
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Mrs. Campbell, with a viſible ſatisfac- 


tion in her countenance, promiſed that 
they ſhould all be carried to her own 
apartment, where ſhe might peruſe 
them when the pleaſed”; 992555 chen con- 
tinued : : 


IN My other friend, Helena Winterton, 
is the only child of Dr. Winterton, a 
ptebendary of C———, Though from 
the attachment we bear each other, we 
| are undoubtedly kindred ſouls, yet there 

is not the leaſt refemblance i in our man- 

ners or converſation : ſhe is devoted to 
the Muſes, I to philoſophy and hiſtory : 
whilſt ſhe is turning over ſonnets and love 
elegies, I am deeply engaged in Plato or 
Plutareh. She is romantic to an exceſs, 
and animated to a degree of enthuſiaſm, 
whilſtI you ſee, my dear, am ſolid and 
ſteady. Perhaps the difference of our ſtu- 
dies has contributed to increaſe the na- 
tural diſpoſitions of our minds. The 

f Work 


MA Orr 1 
work in which I am now chiefly em- 
ployed, and in which, Miſs Wentworth, 

I ſhall want your principal aſſiſtance, is a 
tranſlation from a Latin book, entitled, 

An enquiry into the influence of climate 
upon human nature, and how far the 
minds of men are affected by the different 
modes of living in different countries.. 
To which I mean to add, © A diſſertation "= 
on the North American favages, and a 
parallel between the natives of Otaheite 
and the New Zealanders, and the Goths 
and Vandals.“ This I am ſenſible will 
be a work of much labour; but I am 

convinced, and indeed Mr. Hunter aſſures 
me, I ſhall be amply repaid by the re- 
flection of having opened to the world a 
new ſource of information, for which it 
can never ſufficiently reward me.“ 


| Here ſhe ceaſed, and impatiently wait- 


; ed, Honoria's reply, who could only ſar 
«© ſhe would omit no endeavour to be 
Vo, I. 5 ſervice- 
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ſerviceable to her, in any way. ſhe ſhould: 
pleaſe to: command. A long filence 
then ſucceeded : Mrs. Campbell was diſ- 
appointed; ſhe expected to be flattered, 
but this was a meanneſs, Honoria could 

not:condeſcend to; ſhe therefore took out 
2 book, which out heroine was not ſorry 

for, as it gave her leiſure to indulge her 
reflections. But ſhe was really con- 
cerned at the viſible mortification, and 
almoſt diſpleaſure which ſat on her coun- 
tenance. Alas, thought ſhe, how true 
Was Major Southmore's obſervation, and 
how kind the hint he gave me? muſt I 
loſe the. advantages I hope to derive 
from her protection, or keep them at 
the expence of my candor. and vera- 
city? I ſhall, never be able to ſub- 
mit to the expreſſions of admiration 
ſhe will undoubtedly expect from me, 
yet will I by diligence: and attention 
endeavour to pleaſe, and ſubſtitute ac- 

tivity for adulation. FO | 


3 Whilſt | 


A BY, be oh 


Whilft ſhe was thus trying to re- 
concile herſelf to the employment laid 
out for her, without giving up in the 
leaſt degree thoſe principles of inte- 5 
grity that had been ſo early inſtilled 
into her mind; a thought occurred to 
her, that ſhe might regain Mrs. 
Campbell's ſmiles. at an eaſy rate; 
and taking the firſt opportunity of 
putting it into execution, when her 
learned friend laid down her book to 
pay a turnpike, aſked if ſhe had not 
at that time any of thoſe volumes 
with her, the peruſal of which ſhe 
had promiſed to honour her with ? this 
queſtion inſtantly reſtored her good 
humour: ſhe replied in the affirmative, 
and ordering the poſtillion not to drive 
on, alighted, and actually ſtood in the 
road, till the footman had taken a 
ſmall box from the ſeat which ſhe 
unlocked, and giving Honoria two 
pocket volumes, re- ſeated herſelf in the 
| - carriage, 


= 
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carriage, and they purſued their Jour- 
ney. Our heroine apologiſed for the 
trouble ſhe had occaſioned, but Mrs. 
Campbell declared it was a pleaſure, 
and this truth her looks confirmed. 


The remainder of the day was ſpent 
by them both in reading; and Hono- 
noria was fo agreeably ſurprized to 
find a work of entertainment and in- 
formation, when ſhe expected ſome- 
thing either frivolous or heavy, that 
me had no difficulty. in compliment- 
ing her friend, who was ſo charmed 
with her obſervations, that they quite 
obliterated her former coolneſs from 
her memory, and late in the evening 
they arrived at C—— in the utmoſt . 
harmony with each other. 


This work was entitled Obſervations 
made in a Tour to the South of France 
and German Spa,” and contained not 

| only 


only a variety of elegant and juſt deſcrip- 
tions, but ſome very brilliant remarks 
and general ſatire. Honoria was aſtoniſh- 
ed at thedifference of this and the former 
production ſhe had met with in Ireland, 
and had not her name been in full length _ 
on the title page, ſhe could ſcarcely 
have given her credit as the author. Vet 
as ſhe drew near the concluſion, ſhe 
could not reconcile ſome apparent in- 
conſiſtencies and ſtrange deviations from 
the natural beauty of the language; 
ſometimes for ſeveral pages the ſtyle 
was laboured and diffuſe ; this puzzled her 
extremely ; for obſerve, reader, ſhe had 
not yet heard the opinions of the in- 
habitants of C. „ and was wholly 


2 ſtranger to the literary attainments of 
the late Mr. Campbell. | ; 
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IX. 


MF On the inſtant of their arrival Mrs. 
Campbell diſpatched a note to her be- 
loved Helena to acquaint her of her 
return, and requeſt to fee her immediate- 
ly, but to her inexpreſſible mortifi- 
cation, the meſſenger came back with 
Dr. Winterton's compliments, and was 
ſorry to inform her, Miſs Winterton 
was at Dover, where ſhe would con- 
tinue ſeveral weeks. Her regret, how- 
ever, was ſoon forgot when Mr. Hun- 
ter arrived, who expreſſed his extreme 


happi- 


* 
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happineſs at once more beholding 
ther, in terms of flattery ſo groſs, that 
it did not pleaſe her more than it 
ſhocked Honoria, who was hurt that 
any woman of common underſtanding 
fſhould be the dupe of ſuch ſervile 
adulation and artful profeſſions. It 
did not require all the penetration 
ſhe poſſeſſed to ſee through the thin 

veil of Mr. Hunter's deſigns; in a 
very few days ſhe diſcovered his in- 
tention of making an intereſt in her 
favour, to ſecure to himſelf the poſſeſ- 
ſion of her hand and fortune; for 


the latter he had a fincere and ar- . 
dent affection, an affection not to 10 mts 


leſſened by abſence. 


He was about her own age, and as 
he ſaid had been bred to the ſtudy 


of the law ; but quitted it for very 
different reaſons from thoſe ſhe aſ- 


ſigned. Licentious and extravagant in 


14 ieee 
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the early period of life, he neglected 
his profeſſion, and ſpent all his time 
in the / purſuit of every faſhionable 
folly ; the conſequence of this was, 
he ſoon confumed a genteel, though 
not a large fortune, which, together 
with the advantages which might have 
ariſen from his practice, would have 
ſupported him with comfort and ele- 
gance. Though ſenſible of his ap- 
proaching ruin, he had not courage to 
retract till every thing was gone, but 
a ſmall eſtate that was only his for 
life. He had ſo long avoided all buſi- 
neſs, that attention to it now, his 
pirits were dejected, and his health 
impaired, would have been irkſome, 
if not impoſſible; and as he had for- 
merly by mere negligence loſt ſeveral 
cauſes, he juſtly feared he ſhould meet 
with no employment, even if he at- 
tempted it: he therefore determined to 
retire on his ſmall income to his native 
by Place, where he * not long been, 
when 
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when Mrs. Campbell's fortune inſpired 
him with a wiſh to recommend him- 
ſelf to her favour ; this he eaſily ef- 
fected by an entire ſubſervience to her 
opinions, and in à very ſhort time he 
was regarded by her as a moſt eſ- 
teemed and diſintereſted friend. By 
perſeverance he hoped to gain more, 
but had art enough not to let her ſee 
his intentions too ſoon leſt ſhe ſhould 
diſapprove them, and forbid him her 


houſe before he had ſecured her heart. | 


Honoria, whilſt ſhe regretted his de- 

| ſigns, was too conſcious of Mrs. Camp- 
bell's foible to attempt opening her 
eyes to them; ſhe ſaw Mrs. Camp- 
bell was infatuated, and paid the ut- 
moſt deference to his underſtanding, 


which was however wy * 
chan Om | PRE: 


Our heroine entered on her employ- 
ment with an alacrity which charmed 
1 5 | Mrs, | 
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Mrs. Campbell, no leſs than the fine- 
neſs of her hand, and the correctneſs 
with which ſhe wrote. She firſt tranſ- 


eribed an eſſay on the lives and writ- 


ings of | the French authors of the laſt 
century. This was ſoon finiſhed, and 


Mrs. Campbell was 'during this time 


ut up every day ſeveral hours in her 


ſtudy, buſy at her tranſlation; but one 


morning ſhe received a note from Mr. 
Hunter, requeſting ſhe would for that 


day give up her pen, and condeſcend 
to join a party, which he was to con- 


duct to a beautiful ſpot about ten miles 


from C, where they were to have 


a cold collation, and a band of muſic, 
and return late in the evening. She 


heſitated, though ſhe ardently wiſhed 


to accept it; but having determined to 
finiſh the firſt book of her work, which 
me had promiſed Mr. Hunter he ſhould 
peruſe the next day, ſhe knew not how 


to comply. At laſt, from a conviction 
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of the goodneſs and gentleneſs of Ho- 
noria's diſpoſition, and a firm reliance 
on her honor, ſhe reſolved to truſt her 
with a ſecret, which ſhe had hitherto fo 
carefully kept from her knowledge. 

Sending for her into the library and 
locking the door, that their conference 
might not be interrupted, an action 
which ſtartled, if it did not abſolutely 
alarm our heroine, Mrs Campbell then 
WIRES her with the "Wink gn ng 


e May I, Miſs Wentworth, rely on 
your honor for not revealing the ſecret 
which I mean to entruſt. you with, and 
which it is of the utmoſt conſequence to 


me to have for ever concealed, as *the 


© diſcloſure 6f- it would inevitably ruin 
my fame, and deſtroy every hope of 
happineſs T have ventured to indulge?” 
There was a ſolemnity in her manner, 
that almoſt terrified Honoria, who at 
| mil 
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firſt heſitated whether ſhe ought to pro- 
miſe to conceal a circumſtance, which 
from the earneſtneſs of Mrs. Campbell, 


5 ſhe doubted not was of high importance. 
It did not occur to her, that her fame 


could be injured, or her happineſs de- 
ſtroyed, by any thing but the diſclo- 
ſure of ſome hidden act of imp:udence, 
if not of guilt; and the firſt thought which 
ſtruck her was, that ſhe had ſomewhere 
a living inſtance of early frailty, whom 
ſhe wiſhed to introduce into the world 
under a feigned name. After a few 
minutes reflection, fhe replied.” 56 If, 
madam, by concealing what you re- 
quire of me, you can aſſure me I in- 
jure no one, I will faithfully promiſe 
Whatever you wiſh.” * That (returned 
Mrs. Campbell, with a ſmile) I will 
immediately convince vou of; and lead- 
ing her to the writing table, took up 
a folio ſhe had been tranſcribing from, 
and put it into her hands. Here, my 
| dear 
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dear girl, (ſhe continued) you ſee in 


fact an old and forgotten tranſlation 
of the Latin book of which mine is but 
an improved copy. I accidentally found 
it among ſome old books of Mr. Camp- 


bell's, which were thrown into a cheſt 


as mere lumber ; it is, I doubt not, now 
out of print, and therefore my plagi- 
ariſm will never be diſcovered, if you 
do nqt betray me.” 


Honoria, whoſe natural vivacity when 
unclouded by preſent misfortune, wes 


extreme, was highly diverted by Mrs. 


Campbells ſecret, after all the fright- _ 


ful ideas ſhe had conjured up in her 
mind; and at the ſame time diſtreſſed 
how to prevent her from obſerving the 


effect it had on her; but that lady was 


too much agitated to attend to any 


thing but the ready and willing pro- 


miſe ſne made, never to reveal the truth. 
Mrs. Campbell then confeſſed her know- 
10 "TP 
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ledge of Latin was not ſufficient to ena- 
ble her to tranſlate with the leaſt degree 
of exactneſs; and that ſhe was glad to 
make uſe of this old book, from which 
ſhe had only to write it in modern and 
elegant language. © The world, added 
The, « will not know the aſſiſtance I have 
met with, and the credit will be all 
my. own. New, my dear girl, as I 
have an engagement, which will detain 
me probably the whole day, I wiſh you 
to copy this, and, as I have done, mo- 
dernize the language. I want to have 
the next chapter finiſhed, as Mr. Hun- 
ter is to ſee it to-morow, and give me 
his opinion; and I beg you to take par- 
ticular care when you leave off, to let 
the original remain on the table, but 
lock up the old tranſlation carefully in 
my deſk.” Honoria aſſured her ſhe 
would pay the ſtricteſt attention to her 
commands, and inſtantly fat about her 

_ taſk; whilſt Mrs. Campbell went to dreſs, 
5, which 


Loads les Lodi bn ras. 


which ſhe had fearey concluded, when 
the carriage arrived at the door, and 
Mr. Hunter waited to hand her in. 


Our heroine was not more aſtoniſhed 
than amuſed at this ridiculous diſcovery; 
when ſhe had written the chapter, ſhe 
began reading the firſt part, and was 
furprized at the confuſion and perplexity 
of the ſtyle, and the ſtiffneſs of expreſ- 
ſion which reigned. throughout. 


When Mrs, Campbell i * 
was charmed with Honoria's perform- 
ance, which indeed far exceeded her 
own, and from that day determined it 
ſhould be her whole employment. In 
a few. weeks Honoria made a conſider- 
able progreſs; and though a little diſ- 
concerted at the idea of being inſtru- 
mental to the deceit that was to be put 
upon che world, yet reflecting it was a 

harm- 
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harmleſs one, ſhe purſued her ork: with 
9 and activity. 


% 


Thus enfants and innocently, if 


not uſefully employed, ſhe by degrees 


"regained that tranquillity ſhe once feared 
was loſt for ever. The rectitude of her 
reſolutions to forget Colonel Effingham, 
Vas rewarded with unexpected ſucceſs: 
ſhe not only baniſhed him from her 
thoughts, but carefully avoided every 
thing that could recall his image to her 
mind; conſidering it as not merely dan- 
gerous to her peace, but even criminal, 
as ſhe had every reaſon to believe him 
the huſband of another. She took her 
locket from her neck, and wrapping it 
in paper, laid it at the bottom of her 
portmanteau; and almoſt rejoiced that 
the volume of tranflations from Metaſ- 
taſio, had been burnt in her trunk, 
where ſhe had put it for ſafety, though 

at firſt ſhe IR it wth tears. No- 
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thing could tempt her to look at a newſ- 
paper; ſhe was even ſo determined on 
this point, that Mrs, Campbell one day 
aſked her if ſhe had any friends abroad; 
but being too much engaged in her own 
affairs to attend to thoſe of another, ſhe 
was ſatisfied merely with her replying in 
the negative, and enquired no farther. 


Till her arrival in England, Honoria 
had ſeen no more of the world than an 
annual viſit to Dublin of ſix weeks or 
two months could ſhew her; and as 
they lived wholly in the country for 


the reſt of the year, this time was uſu- 


ally devoted to amuſement. It is well 
known that in the gay world there is 
little diſcrimination of character; a 
thoughtleſs inſipidity generally reigns, 
or if there are any ſtriking traits, they 
are wholly abſorbed in that rage for diſ- 
ſipation, which univerſally prevails in 
the metropolis of amal every king- 
dom. 
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dum. Excepting ber own family, Co- 


lonel Effingham, Mr. Cleveland, and 
Miſs Meriton, were'the only perſons of 
her acquaintance who had any claim to 
a ſuperiority of underſtanding. - Miſs 
Mortimer had indeed a moſt excellent 
one but with her ſhe lived in a 
ſtate of ſuch inferiority, that ſhe could 
derive few advantages from it. Here 
the caſe was totally different; Mrs. 
Campbell, who was from the firſt highly 
prepoſſeſſed in her favour, introduced 


. her to every body as her viſitor, and 


treated her not like a dependant, but 
an equal; and her own elegance and 


good ſenſe confirmed the happy impreſ- 


ſion her appearance gave them at firſt 


fight, and enſured her 4 long continu- 


ance of the reſpect and admiration of 
all the inhabitants of C-—. 


Mrs. Campbell, though really not a 


to 


e ee ee eee hy 


to think her ſo, 4 it was now be- 


come the faſhion to conſider her as 


ſuch; and conſequently her houſe was 


the reſort of all the literati: and though 


among them there were undoubtedly 5 


many ſtrange and even abſurd charac- 
ters, yet Honoria gleaned ſomething 
from every one; thoſe who could not 
inftruct, amuſed her; ſhe could ſmile 
at a ſingularity which however ſhe 


would never ridicule, nor did ſhe ever 
ſuffer a folly or a foible to obliterate 
from her mind the amiable and reſpec- 


table qualities of any one. Thus for 


ſome time glided away the hours of 


our heroine with at bid not. with 
n W 8 


my the ids ft acquaintance 
ſhe had made here, there were but two 


for whom her heart felt any degree of 
attachment: theſe were Mrs. Mark- 
ham and Miſs Onflow; the former was 
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an old lady of eighty-four, in whom pi- 
ety without ' auſterity was ſo blended 
with  chearfulneſs, that whilſt the moſt 
rigid revered her character, and eſ- 
teemed her an object of the higheſt 
reſpect; the gayeſt ſought her ſociety, 
and even delighted in it. Miſs Onſ- 
low was heireſs to a very large eſtate, 


and had been committed to this lady's 


care by her daughter, Mrs. Aſhbourn, 
Who with her whole family had at- 
tended her huſband a few months be- 
fore to the South of France, for the 
recovery of his health. She was ex- 
tremely amiable and well diſpoſed; 
but. her vivacity was almoſt unbound- 
ed, and her giddineſs often led her 
into errors that her reaſon condemned. 
Mrs. Markham, charmed with Hono- 
ria's manner and converſation, encouy 
raged the intimacy which ſoon took 
place between them, in the hope that 
her thoughtleſs charge would copy ſo 
excellent 
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excellent an example; and in a ſhort 
time ſhe devoted all her leiſure hours 
to this family. N 
One evening as ſhe was ſitting with 
them, and expreſſing her ſentiments on 
a particular ſubject with a ſerious 
earneſtneſs; Emily Onſlow, after liſten- 
ing ſome time with a fixed attention, 


ſuddenly | exclaimed ; © My dear crea- 


ture, where, in the name of fortune, 
did you learn philoſophy? pray tell 
me, that I may have a leſſon ?? „1 
hope, my dear Miſs Onflow, (replied 
ſhe with a half ſmile, a tear at the 
ſame time inſtant ſtarting to her eye) that 
you will never want it : my maſter was 
adverſity, and a ſevere one he was, 
believe me. Heaven preſerve you from 
the ills I have ſufferea.“ She ſpoke 
with a force that aſtoniſhed them both, 
and pained Miſs Onflow, who little 
thought her ſpeech would recall any 
"0 5 unpleaſant 
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unpleaſant: remembrance, and ſeverely 
chid herſelf for being, though inno- 
cently; the cauſe of her emotion. Mrs. 
Markham obſerved, «© Miſs Wentworth's 


/ philoſophy did her honour ; that to ſuf- 


fer was'the lot of many ; to bear the evils 


of life with fortitude and reſignation in 
the power of few; at leaſt (added ſhe) 


there are few who exert the power 
that Providence has given us all.“ She 
then turned the converſation from a 
ſubject which ſhe ſaw was diſtreſſing, 
and the reſt of the evening was ſpent 
in a more chearful manner. 


— 


CHAP, 


CHAP: X. 


Fur next day Mrs. Campbell re- 
ceived a meſſage to acquaint her of 
Miſs Winterton's return, but being at 
that time buſily engaged with her pen, 
deſired Honoria would write a note to 
ſay ſhe would call on her in the 
evening, as particular buſineſs would 
dctain her at home the whole day. In 
a few minutes the footman came back 
with. an anſwer, which Honoria was 
deſired to read; and it. fully con- 
firmed her in the opinion ſhe had 
long 


Mum 


192 HONORIA SOMMERVILEE: 


long formed of the writer: It was as 
follows: 


At ſeven o'clock then exactly will 
Helena expect her beloved friend; and 
till that time will impatiently exclaim 
with her poetical nameſake, 


Haſte, twilight, haſte, to ſhroud the ſolar ray, 
And bring the hour my Penſivs ſpirit loves.” 


« This, ſaid Mrs. Campbell, obſerving 
Honoria ſmile, * is her uſual ſtyle ; yet 
believe me you will find her pleaſant 
and entertaining, though ſomewhat ſin- 
gular in her manner and opinions.“ 


Our heroine from every thing her 
friend had told her, expected to ſee 
a ſprightly young creature with all 
the animation of youth ; how then was 
ſhe aſtoniſned and diſappointed on ar- 
riving at Dr. Winterton's, when He- 
lena made her appearance, to find 
that her age exceeded Mrs. Campbell's 

1 by 
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by ſeveral years ; a ſuperiority however, 


chat by her dreſs and manner ſhe 


ſeemed wholly unconſcious of ; the 
latter affectedly gay, and the former 
a white muſlin round gown tucked 
and flounced: a lilac faſh, and a chip 
hat with ribbands of the ſame colour 
tied under her chin, which by no 


means adorned a countenance pale. 


and fallow. A muſlin handkerchief in 
the faſhionable ſtyle open before, with 
a deep tucker, - which yet concealed 
very little of a boſom, that neither 
in quality nor hue reſembled ſnow, 
She was tall, ſlender, and had really 


a fine ſhape; and when firſt Honoria 


ſaw her ſhe was talking to Mrs. 
Campbell with her back towards her, 


and from her perſon and dreſs, which 


almoſt appeared like a frock, ſhe ac- 


tually ſuppoſed her not more than 


ſixteen ; till turning round ſhe in- 


ſtantly convinced our heroine, that 


33 K ſhe 
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ſhe had gueſſed near thirty years too 
little. Miſs Winterton behaved to her 
with great civility, and made ſtrong 
profeſſions of friendſhip, which Hono- 
ria received with politeneſs, but in- 
credulity. | 
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After an hour or two ſpent in con- 
verſation, 1n-which Miſs Winterton bore 
the chief part, and which the old 
Doctor, with the peeviſhneſs too in- 
cident to age, often interrupted with 
«© Pſhaw, Nelly, how can you be ſo ſilly ? 

why you have talked of nothing elſe 
all the day!” After repeated re- 
- monſtrances of this kind, which ſhe 
paid little attention to for ſome time, 
but at laſt whiſpered to her friend 
that ſhe would call on her the next 

morning, and give her a regular ac- | 
count of what had paſſed in her late 
- excurſion ; of which, continued ſhe, 
you have now a very imperfect idea; 
: | und 
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7 To ſoon after Mrs. Campbell took 
leave! 


Miſs Winterton. was the next day 


punctual to her appointment; and 
not regarding Miſs Wentworth, Who 


ſhe ſaid was too amiable herſelf, not 


to pardon the effuſions of a too ſen- 
_ ſible heart, began with a deep ſigh: 


„ 36h, :nay dear. Campbell ! but for 
the hope of enjoying your fociety, 


with what regret ſhould I have left 
Dover! I declare I think I was ne- 
ver in my whole life ſo happy as in 
- thoſe few fleeting weeks paſſed under 
the hoſpitable roof of Mr. Audley. 
All the family are agreeable, but 
George and Charlotte are my favou- 
rites; and of their merit you will 
judge next week, for my father re- 
queſted they would return with me, 


but that being out of their power, they 
K 2 promiſed 
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- promiſed to follow in a few days. 
George blows the flute divinely ; we 
had ſuch evening concerts! and do you 
know I bought a new guittar for the 
purpoſe ? and every morning he ac- 
companied me for two or three hours, 
to make me perfect in my evening's 
leſſon. Then he had ſuch a fine voice, 
and the beſt choice of ſongs imagin- 
able: he ſcarcely ever ſung any but 


| Jackſon's, and If in that breaſt ſo 


good, ſo pure; and How oft, Louiſa, 
and, Ah cruel maid,' but he only 
ſang that once, when I had juſt fi- 
' niſhed, © Thy vain purſuit, raſh youth, 
give oer,” ſo I directly ſtruck that 
out of my liſt, | I remember the night 
before laſt, when he heard the carriage 
was ordered at fix o'clock the next 
morning, he looked very melancholy 
indeed, and deſiring Charlotte to fit 
down to her piano forte, began © The 
fatal hours, and with ſo much expreſ- 

| EE ſion, 
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ſion, I could ſcarcely ſtay in the 


room without tears: as ſoon as he 
had finiſhed, to divert my chagrin I 


took my guittar, and played, Gentle 


youth,” from Love in a Village; when 
T had done, he opened the book, and 


from the ſame opera ſang, © Oh how 


ſhall I in language weak! Theſe 
little incidents, my dear Campbell, difco- 
ver the ſecrets of the heart more plainly 
than a thouſand gallant ſpeeches. 
Have not you found it ſo, Miſs 
Wentworth ?” Honoria ſighed and co- 
loured, but made no anſwer. « Ah, 
(cried the fair Helen) I like that bluſh 
and that ſigh; I hope you are in 
love, Miſs Wentworth, then I ſhall 
make you my confidante ; for really 
Mrs. Campbell is ſo wholly engroſſed 
by her philoſophy, that I dare ſay ſhe 


does not know what the tender paſ- 


ſion means.” «I hepe I never ſhall, (re- 
Plied ſhe with much gravity and a little 
K 3 ſarcaſm) 
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 farcaſm) ſince in my opinion it is a 


9 
3 


knowledge which generally tends to 
make people ridiculous,” Wholly un- 
conſcious . that this was directed at 
herſelf, ſhe anſwered, « Oh fie, Mrs. 
Campbell, Why you are a perfect bar- 
barian; how rugged is the ſoul un- 
harmonized by Cupid, and muſic is 
the food of love.” Very true (re- 
turned Mrs. Campbell) but though ons H 
is neceſſary for à perſon in health, 

often contributes to increaſe a Sir ; 
and in the ſtate of your mind, Miſs 


Winterton, a little leſs nouriſhment of 


that kind might have kept your deli- | 
rium from its preſent height.“ As 
ſhe ſpoke with a half ſraile, ne left 
her friend at liberty to take this 
ſpeech in jeſt or earneſt, and ſhe wiſe⸗ 
ly choſe the latter. Yet- a. little diſ- 
concerted at her coolneſs, ſhe ſoon. 
took leave, wich a | particular addreſs 


to 
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to Honoria, and a requeſt. to ſee her 
as often as poſſible, 


This converſation convinced Hono- 
ria, that Mrs. Campbell had more 
judgment than might have been ex- 


pected from her own- conduct. She 


pitied the folly of Miſs Winterton, 
and with as much bitterneſs as was 
conſiſtent with her gentle ſpirit, abhorred 
the deceit that ſhe had every reaſon 

to ſuppoſe was almoſt univerſal in the 
other ſex : Clonel Effingham's incon- 
ſiſtency had firſt impreſſed her mind 
with their caprice ; Mr. Hunter's offi- 


eious attentions confirmed her opinion 


of their duplicity; and ſhe had not a 


doubt but Mr. Audley was acting the- 


ſame part with Miſs Winterton. 


Mrs. Campbell, though blinded by 


ſelf-partiality, could eafily diſcern that 


Gy in another which ſhe was not. 
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ware of in her own conduct, and un- 
derſtand all this perfectly, ſaid ſhe to 

Honoria as her friend left the houſe : 
« Mr. Audley, though a man of for- 


tune, has ſeveral children to provide 


for; George is intended for the church, 
and J dare affirm all this court to 
Helen, is to obtain her father's inte- 
reſt, who has many friends among the 
firſt people: and I fuppoſe the flatte- 
ry, he ſo liberally beſtows upon the 
daughter, is to be rewarded with a 
good living, and then ſhe, poor crea- 
ture, will be deſerted. I am ſhocked 
abſolutely at the ingratitude of the 
men, and hurt beyond meaſure at the 
vanity ſo prevalent in our ſex, which 
really encourages young fellows to be 
impertinent. I am certain George 
Audley cannot be more than twenty, 
and Helen is my ſenior, by many 
years; is not that a terrible diſparity, 
Miſs Wentworth ?” „ Oh yes, madam, 
| terrible 


terrible indeed, (ſaid our heroine).” 
« Now (continued Mrs. Campbell) if 
a man of ſenſe, learning and accom- 
pliſhments, is attached to a woman 
paſt the follies of childhood, and of 
an age ſuitable to his own; and if 
that attachment is founded on eſteem 
and a knowledge of her ſuperior abi- 
lities, why then you know, my dear 
| Kitty, a choice ſo prudent on both 
des, would make a connection equally 
advantageous to both; and that is quite 
a different thing; is it not?“ © Yes, 
madam, (replied Honoria, who thought 
this was the . beſt opportunity ſhe. 
might ever have to give her opinion 
on the ſubject); if their fortunes are 
equal, but if the gentleman has none, 
and the lady a very large one, par- 
don me for ſaying I ſhould be very 
fearful the greateſt attraction: was in 
the eſtate.” © Pooh, ideot ! that might 
be the caſe indeed, if the lady had 

KS no 
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not re bn ; put when excluſive | 
of fortune ſhe. poſſeſſes numerous ad- 
vantages, ſhe muſt be a ſuſpicious 
wretch truly, to imagine a man inde- 
pendent of the world, a man of re- 
finement and 'ſenſibility, was guided 
by ſuch mercenary motives.” And 
then with a look of more difpleaſure 
than ſhe had worn ſince their journey, 
ſhe quitted the room, and left: Ho- 
noria, well convinced that her hint, 
even gentle as it was, had, by hurt- 
ing her vanity and ſelf-love, infinitely 
diſcompoſed her. But a few hours re- 
flection determined her not to let Ho- 
noria ſee ſhe was diſturbed, as ſhe flattered 
herſelf ſhe only ſpoke her ſentiments. 
caſually, and without any reference to her- 
ſelf; and under this idea appeared at 
dinner as aun, placid and uncon- 
cerned, - 


The 


. OE, 3 oo Re - 


The next viſit to Dr. Winterton's, 
after the arrival of his gueſts, convinced 
them both their opinions had been cr- 
roneous. Mr. George Audley treated 
the fair Helena with a ludicrous famili- 
arity, little calculated to gain the heart 
of a woman of delicacy, but which her 
exceſſive vanity imagined was the ef- 
fuſions of an ardent paſſion. In fact, 
far from having any deſign upon her, 
his behaviour was merely the effect of 
an ungoverned vivacity, that delighted 
in the ridiculous wherever it was to be 
met with; and as he had never before 
ſeen a character. ſo. ſtrongly tinctured 
with it, he reſolved to loſe no entertain- 
ment it was in her power to afford him; 
and to this end took every opportunity 
of drawing her out, as he called it; 
and in this his ſiſter joined with an eager- 
neſs, which immediately loſt her the 
good opinion of Honoria, to whom 
even the foibles of a friend were ſacred; 
| and 


204 HONORIA SOMMERYILLE: 


and Miſs Winterton's regard for Char- 
lotte Audley was fincere and evident; 
our heroine- was even angry with herſelf 
for being tempted to ſmile, yet now and 
then ſhe could not poſlibly avoid it. 


They walked in the garden before 

ſupper: the moon ſhone very bright, 
and Mr. Audley taking Miſs Winter- 
ton's hand drew it reſolutely under his. 
arm, and ran with her down a gravel 
walk, where he detained her a conſi- 
derable time. When they returned, 
Charlotte exclaimed, . Upon my word, 
Helena, you are very polite to leave us 
in this manner to entertain ourfelves, 
whilſt you are flirting with my brother!“ 
« Cruel, unkind Charlotte! to throw 
the blame on your friend, when you 
know it was entirely his fault.” “ Well 
then, George, if you plead guilty, at 
leaſt make an apology to the company.” 

J will offer only this, (he replied, 


. 205 
then taking the lady's hand, and preſ- 
ſing it to his lips, repeated,) 


1 Such Helen was, and who could blame 
: the boy? 


Miſs Winterton ſmiled, and made a 
curtſey, which ſo compleated Miſs Aud- 
ley's amuſement, that ſhe burſt into a 
violent fit of laughter, and throwing 
herſelf upon a ſeat, aſked our heroine, 
in a whiſper, how it was poſlible for her to 
keep her countenance, when ſo ridiculous. 
a ſcene was acting before her?“ Hono- 
ria coldly anſwered, that ſhe received 
little pleaſure from the mortification of 
others. The mortification! why, 
my dear madam, do not you ſee how 
ſhe enjoys it? why, I. aſſure you, ſhe 
fancies he is in love with her, and when 
ſhe was with us, would ſometimes try 
on two or three different caps in a 
morning, before ſhe could decide which 

ſhe 
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ſhe ſhould appear in; and has worn her. 
hair in ringlets without powder, ever 
ſince my brother told her ſhe looked 


ke a divinity.” “However happy ſhe 


may believe herſelf now, madam, (re- 


plied Honoria) the diſappointment will 


be proportionably great whenever ſhe- 


diſcovers - the deception which has beer 


put on her, and the ingratitude of. thoſe 

whom ſhe at preſent. eſteems as her beſt 
friends.” © La, you are fo grave (ſaid 
Miſs Audley) ; why I was never ſo much. 


entertained in my whole life, as whilſt: 


ſhe was with us at Dover. I uſed to 


laugh from morning till night, and fo. 


would you too, could you have witneſ- 
ſed the droll ſcenes J have been preſent 
at; but after ſupper I will make him: 
fing, and if you do not ſmile then, why 
you muſt have been educated in the 
cave of Trophonias.” Honoria finding 
her incorrigible, * up the e and 
remained ſilent. 


During 
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During this converſation, the two 
fabjetts of it had been walking at ſome 
diſtance from them on a graſs plat. Mrs. 
Campbell had never joined their party, 
being engaged with the old Doctor in 
his ſtudy. A ſummons to ſupper then 
recalled them to the houſe; after which, 
Charlotte did not forget her requeſt; 
it was immediately complied with, and 

Mr. Audley fixing his eyes ſteadily on: 
| Miſs Winterton, began, When ab- 
ſent from my ſoul's delight,” ſhe took: 
| a White handkerchief from her pocket, 
and leaning her head on her hand, con- 
tinued in this penſive and elegant at- 
titude till the concluſion, when ſhe bow-. 
ed to him, with a look which con- 
vinced them all, ſhe- conſidered it. as: 
peculiarly. addreſſed to herſelf; and he 
received her thanks with ſuch a mock 
gravity, that in ſpite of her determined 
firmneſs, compleatly triumphed over 
Honori#'s muſcles, Charlotte nodded 
1 N | at 


* * —_—— —— 9 


#03 mMONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


at her in a manner that ſeemed to fay, 
e Was I not. right?” and Honoria 
bluſhed at her weakneſs in having given 
an involuntary, though apparent, ap- 
probation of a conduct, which in reality 
excited nothing but diſguſt. The old 
gentleman was happily not a witneſs of 
his daughter's folly ; he fell aſleep al- 
moſt as ſoon as the cloth was removed, 

and continued fo till Mrs. V's 

carriage was announced. 


N 


Ding, their | male. theſe ladies ex- 


preſſed their mutual grief and aſtoniſh- 


ment at ſuch an inſtance of weakneſs 


on one fide, and impertinence on the 


other. Yet they both, agreed Mr. Aud- 
ley was moſt excuſable of the two. He 
was very young, had been educated at 
Oxford, and was now only abſent from 
it, whilſt the vacation laſted. A thought- 
leſs boy, little accuſtomed to the ſociety 
of womep, could not have an idea how 
deeply 
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deeply even Miſs Winterton's heart 

might be wounded, by a knowledge 

of his real ſentiments, which ſhe muſt 

at laſt diſcover ; his amuſement was all 

he at preſent had in view, regardleſs 

of the conſequences. With Charlotte 

it was far different; ſhe was ſeveral years 

older than her brother, and though her 

friend's age rendered her leſs an object 

of pity, yet even the reſpect due to her 

own ſex ſhould have taught her the im- 
propriety of her conduct. Mrs. Camp- 
bell confeſſed ſhe was aſhamed of the 
terms of regard in which ſhe had men- 
tioned Miſs Winterton to our heroine, - 
© but, indeed, Miſs Wentworth, (added 
ſhe) when I ſaw her laſt, ſhe was a ra- 
tional creature, a title which, I bluſh 

to acknowledge, ſhe has now loſt all 
claim to,” 19 75 525 


a 
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CRAP... 


In compliment to her gueſts, - Miſs 
Winterton 'made a number of parties 
and excurſions round the country, to 
which Mrs. Campbell and Miſs Went 
worth were conſtantly invited; and. 
though | the former generally. declined 
them, being ſtill deeply engaged with 
her pen, yet ſhe always. inſiſted upon Ho- 
nona's accepting them, as ſhe thought 
air, exerciſe, and amuſement, contribu- 
ted greatly to the recovery of her 
health and ſpirits, which ſhe ſaw had 
been much injured, and was pleaſed 


* , . 
* Os 


and flattered that her reſidence with 
her had ſo good an effect on both. 


Her perſon was indeed conſiderably im- 


proved, ſhe had regained the fine bloom 


which was natural to her complexion, 


and her eyes once more ſparkled with 


their uſual luſtre. It was impoſſible to 
behold. a more captivating or intereſt- 


ing object; an object indeed too at- 
tractive ever to eſcape unnoticed; 
and had Mr. Audley been inclined to 


keep up the farce with his fair Helen, 
as he called her, the continual pre- 
ſence of ſuch animated beauty, and 
_ enchanting vivacity, muſt have con- 


quered his reſolution. But this was by 


no means the caſe; he was really 


extremely weary of her folly, and- had 


not Honoria's irreſiſtible attractions 
induced him to prolong his viſit, he 


„ 


would ſoon have quitted the Doctor's 
hoſpitable roof: but he felt himſelf 


charmed with her converſation, and 
92135 wholly 
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wholly unable to tear himſelf from 
her. In all their little parties ſhe be- 
came the chief object of his attention, 
but the change, though viſible to eve- 
ry one elſe, he continued to hide 
from Miſs Winterton; and this he 
could eaſily do, as an extravagant 
compliment or a gentle preſſure of 
her hand was at any time ſufficient to 
put her in ſpirits for the whole evening; 
and ſhe was fond of retiring from the 


company with her beloved Charlotte; 5 


and, chuſing the moſt ſolitary walks, 
would talk of the charms of a rural 
life, and ſpeak of her deep and deli- 
cate attachment to her brother; and 
this Charlotte conſtantly cheriſhed, to 
heighten, as ſhe ſaid, their amuſement. 


Our heroine was a long time un- 
conſcious of his partiality; perfectly 
free from all kind of vanity, ſhe ſuſ- 
pected not the motive that induced 

him 
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him to be always at her fide; 'till one 
evening a ſcheme was propoſed to ſpend 
the next day at Margate. Mrs. Camp- 
bell promiſed to join them, and it was 
ſettled in the following manner. She 
offered to take any two of the ladies 
in her coach, as Mr. Hunter, who had 
lately had a ſlight touch of the gout, 
was to have the fourth ſeat : this Char- 
lotte Audley inſtantly accepted, but 
Miſs Winterton declined it, ſaying ſhe 
ſhould beg Mr. Audley to drive her 
in his phaeton. * My. dear creature, 
(exclaimed he) do you think me a bar- 
barian ? why I would not for ten thou- 
ſand pounds be acceſſary to your go- 
ing in an open carriage; with ſuch a 
cold as you complained of laſt night, 
it is madneſs to think of it.” She 
thanked him in the moſt expreſſive 
manner for his ſolicitude for her health, 
and ſaid, © ſhe would moſt certainly 
be guided by him, if Miſs Wentworth 
5 1 would 
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would give up her ſeat in the coach, 
and was not afraid of the phaeton.“ 
66 ſhall be very willing to reſign my 
place to you, Miſs Winterton, (replied 
HFHonoria) as, with Mrs. Campbell's 
leave, I ſhall ſtay at home to-mor- 
'row.” No, indeed, (they all ex- 
claimed at once) that muſt not be; if 
you cannot go to-morrow, the party 
hall be deferred, for you poſitively 
all not be excuſed.” If that is 
the caſe, (ſaid Honoria, ſmiling) 1 
will certainly accompany you then, and 
ſhall be obliged to Mr. Audley for a 
place in the phaeton.” I cannot 
have a higher pleaſure, madam, (re- 
plied he) than that I am now in ex- 
pectation of; the happineſs of your 
company: this he ſpoke in a low tone 
of voice, not to be heard by the reſt 
| of the party. 


: Early 


Early the next morning the carriages 
arrived, and they ſet out in the man- 
ner propoſed. Mr. Audley was deter- 
mined not to loſe ſo favourable an op- 
portunity of expreſſing his ſentiments, 
and began in a high ſtrain of com- 
pliment, which Honoria receiving with 
a ſmile of incredulity, he ſaid, „Cruel 
_ Miſs Wentworth, you affect to diſbe- 
| lieve me.” No, really, Mr. Aud- 

ley, I do not afe# it.” © Why ſurely, 
madam, when 1 ſpeak in ſo ſerious a 
manner, you cannot ſuppoſe my words 
contradict my ſentiments.” Pray, fir, 
what can I ſuppoſe, replied Honoria, 
when I have ſo often heard you ad- 
dreſs the ſame to another with equal 
earneſtneſs ?”” © Miſs Wentworth, (ſaid 
he) why ſurely it is impoſſible you could 
ever imagine I was ſerious in any thing 
I ever ſaid to Miſs Winterton.” © I 
ſhould be forry, Mr. Audley, to find 
you were not, (anſwered Honoria) for 

wlhat 
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what dependance can be placed on 
a man who trifles with the feelings 
of a heart too probably attached to 
him, and who, unconfcious of deceit, 
- liſtens with an amiable, though per- 
haps ſimple credulity, to every thing 
he utters, and honours it with Implicit 
belief?” My dear madam, (faid 
Audley) upon my ſoul you take this 
matter in too ſerious a light. Miſe 
Winterton cannot really think I am in 
love with her, for though confoundedly 
filly, ſhe cannot be ſo inſenſible as that. 
No no, ſhe only likes a little flirta- 
tion, that is all.” © I fear that is not 
all, fir, (rejoined Honoria) but can 
your conſcience acquit you of taking 
pains to gain her good opinion?” «© Oh 
yes, that it can, indeed, faid he; 
when I began my attack, I thought 
ſhe muſt be affronted, but ſhe took 
it all in ſuch good humour, that I 
was tempted to renew my fine ſpeeches; 
and 
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and it afforded ſo much entertainment 
to my fiſters to remark her ridiculous: 
behaviour, that they encouraged me. to 
go on; but I declare I believe you 


are right, and I do aſſure you I will 


be more careful in future; nay, if you 


chuſe it, I will not ſpeak a word to 


her all day, no nor the whole week, 


if you will repay me with your ſmiles.” 
« I do not mean, fir, (replied Honoria 
with much gravity,) to bribe you to 
mortify her; I wiſh you to behave to 


her -with all poſſible - politeneſs, but 


not to make her, as uſual, an object 
of ridicule ; and believe me I ſpeak. 
from no motive but humanity, and 
have not the leaſt wiſh of transferring; 


your attentions to myſelf, nor the leaſt 


idea of rewarding you, were it even 
in my power, for what I look on 
merely as your duty: forgive me, Mr. 

Vol. I. | | | Aud- 
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Audley, for ſpeaking fo plainly.” He 
replied, he thought himſelf obliged to 
her, and promiſed a gradual reformati- 
On. N | 


He then endeavoured to make her liſ- 
ten to the ſubject next his heart, but 
his endeavours were ineffectual. In a 
manner the moſt decided, ſhe forbade 
his entering on a topic that ſhe aid 
would not be merely diſagreeable, but 
would render his company ſo extremely 
unpleaſant to her, that in future ſhe 
ſhould: take every method to avoid it. 
The calm dignity with which ſhe ſpoke, 
_ awed him into filence, and convinced 
him obedience to her commands was the 
only chance he had of obtaining her 


favour. But not being of the tribe of 


ſighing and weeping lovers, though 
extremely charmed with the juſtneſs 
of her ſentiments, no leſs than the 

: beauty 


1 
beauty of her perſon, and quite of the 
opinion of the old poet, that 


ce Fure if looking well can't move ber, 
cc Looing ill will ne er prevail,” 


he determined to rally his ſpirits, which 


were a little hurt at her abſolute re- Wl 
jection of his devoirs, and try all in by 
his power to entertain her; and in this ＋ 
he ſucceeded ſo well, that before they I's 
arrived at Margate, he once more flat- 1 
tered himſelf ſhe would not always iv - 
continue inexorable, In fact ſhe was # ; 
greatly pleaſed with his converſation ; j 
he poſſeſſed an uncommon ſhare of wit th 


| 
and humour, which when directed at 10 
proper objects, was particularly amu- Av 


ſing. But though her imagination was | 
delighted with the brilliancy of his 
ideas, and the vivacity wich which he ji 
expreſſed them, her heart was not inte- i 
reſted; it was in the power of one bl 

- 1 2 | only if! 
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only to light up the ſmile of true and 
unmixed fat in her countenance. 


When os alighi$d.. at the Inn, they 
found ſome of the other party rather 
out of ſpirits. Mr. Hunter and Mrs, 
Campbell had been wholly engroſſed 
by each other, and converſing upon 
ſubjects weariſome, if not unintelligible 
to the two ladies ; one of whom was dull 
for want of the mirth her brother and 
friend uſually afforded her, and Miſs 
Winterton bitterly repented having gi- 
ven up the {ſeat in the phaeton, as Mr. 
Hunter's preſence prevented her from 
feeling the only conſolation ſhe could 
know, when ſeparated from him ſhe 
loved, that of expatiating on his vir- 
tues. | 


« Oh !” exclaimed Helen, as ſoon as 
they were ſeated, © how inſupportably 
tedious has this journey been! did you 
; * 
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not think ſo, Mr. Audley ? He affected 
to miſunderſtand her, and looking at 
his watch, anſwered coolly, © No really, 
we are, [ ſee, ſome minutes within 
the time I thought it would take 
up:“ he then looked at Honoria as 
if to claim her approbation, which 
however he did not meet with, for too 
ſolicitous to gain it, he over-acted 
his part, and intending only to behave 
with indifference, he often deviated 
into ſomething very like contempt... 


An alteration ſo ſtrange and ſo ſud- 
den, ſurprized Charlotte, and almoſt 


petrified her poor friend, who declared 


to her ſhe could no way in the world 
account for her brother's coldneſs; he 


could not be jealous, as to the beſt of 


her knowledge ſhe had not even ſmiled 
on any man ſince his arrival. This 
was enough for Miſs Audley; it gave 
her a long and hearty laugh, and am- 

FT 
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ply repaid her for the ſtupid hours 
ſhe had paſſed. 


In all their walks, George ſtill con- 
tinued to pay his chief attention to 
our heroine, who, angry with him for 
not keeping his promiſe, and terrified 
to death leſt his negligence ſhould be 
imputed to her, was at the ſame time 
conſcious ſhe had acted from a right 
motive, and the rectitude of her inten- 
tions in ſome meaſure ſupported her 
ipirits, 5 


As they were walking in the rooms 
before dinner, Honoria, wiſhing to 
avoid him as much as poſſible, leſt 
her party ſtanding at one of the win- 
dows, and going up to the ſubſerip- 
tion book, amuſed herſelf with reading 
the liſt of names: that of Burnthwaite 
in a few moments ſtruck her eye as 
not wholly unknown to her, though 

the 
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ſhe could not recolle& where ſhe had 
met the perſon who bore it; when 
turning haſtily round, . ſhe was ſtartled 
at the appearance of a gentleman in re- 
gimentals ſhe . was too well acquainted 
with, who on ſeeing her, exclaimed in 
an accent of ſurprize and pleaſure, 
« Mis Sommerville! Is it poſſible that 
I have the happinels of meeting you 
at Margate, when I little 1magined 
you were in the kingdom?” The voice 
and manner of the officer, immediate- 
ly brought to her remembrance the 
very Mr. Burnthwaite, whoſe name on 
the book had puzzled her. He be- 
longed to the ſame regiment as Colo- 
nel Effingham, but arriving at L----, 
a few weeks before their embarkation, 
was leſs known to che family at Wood- 
park, than the reſt of the corps. He 
was, however, no ſtranger to the cha- 
racter for hoſpitality Mr. Forteſcue 
bore in the neighbourhood, and for 
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which he had ever ſince retained the 
higheſt reſpect; it was with much con- 
cern he heard the account of Mrs. 
Forteſcue's death, which Honoria could 
not inform him of without tears. Un- 
willing to dwell upon a ſubject that 
he plainly ſaw affected her, he turned 
the converſation to Miſs Forteſcue's 
marriage, of wich alſo he was before ig- 
norant. To his enquiry how long ſhe had 
left Ireland, ſhe only replied “ a few 
Months, i, and I am now ſtaying 
with a lady at C——,” I hope, 
madam, if you remain at Margate, (ſaid 
he) you will permit me the honour of 
paying my reſpects to you.“ I 
came only for the day, ſir, (replied 
Honoria) and ſhall return this even- 
ing.” „I ſuppoſe, Miſs Sommerville, 
(anſwered Mr. Burnthwaite) you have 
ſeen Colonel Effingham ſince his arri- 
val?” She coloured extremely at a 
queſtion ſo mortifying and diſtreſſing, 

and 
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and which recalled ſo many painful 
ideas; but gathering courage ſhe evaded a 
direct anſwer, and only ſaid, © Has he been 
long in England? I have myſelf left Lon- 
don ſeveral weeks, and am now out of the 
way of meeting many of my old ac- 
quaintance. I landed myſelf not more 
than a fortnight ſince with the regi- 
ment, ſaid Mr. Burnthwaite, but the Co- 
lonel had leave of abſence to attend 
a fick relation to whoſe fortune he 
was heir; I came but three days 
ago to Margate with a party of gen- 
tlemen, and efteem it a particular fa- 
vour of fortune, thus unexpectedly to 
meet Miſs Sommerville.” . Honoria 
then curtſied and wiſhed him a good 
morning, being obliged, ſhe ſaid, to 
join her friends, who would wonder at 
her abſence. Mr. Burnthwaite bowed 
and took his leave, not daring to fol- 
low her; as ſo far from offering to 
introduce him to them, ſhe had evi- 

IL. 5 dently 
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dently avoided it; and he had ever 
been accuſtomed to think of the 
Wood-Park family with too much 
reſpect, to obtrude himſelf uninvited on 
any part of it. 

Our heroine was particularly rejoiced 
at her fortunate eſcape, as had he ad- 
dreſſed her before any one of her par- 
ty, a diſcovery of her change of name 
would have been unavoidable, and of 
courſe attended with the reaſons that 
made her wiſh for concealment ; and 
at this time the eclairciſſement would 
have hurt her feelings and her deli- 
cacy more than at any other; for ſhe 
feared Mr. Audley might ſuppoſe, if 
he knew her to be a poor dependant, 
that the advice to which he had paid 
too great attention, was dictated 7 
che moſt intereſted motives. 


How 


How bitterly at this moment did 
ſhe regret the falſe pride that induced 
her to alter the name by which ſhe 
had ſo long been known! Situated as 
ſhe then was, this meeting convinced 
her it might again happen with ſome 
other of her former acquaintance, and 
though it could never reduce her to 
the neceſſity of advancing a falſhoad, 
it might oblige her to make a con- 
feſſion both diſagreeable and mortify- 
ing, and perhaps convince her friends 
that ſhe had ſome deeper reaſons than 
ſhe dared acknowledge for the appa- 
rent duplicity of her conduct. 


Harraſſed by theſe ideas ſhe preſſed 
Mrs. Campbell with an impatience 
by no means natural to her to quit 
the rooms; but that lady, who was 
engaged in an argument with Mr. 
Hunter, paid her no attention, and 
they ſtil} continued walking up and 
down, 


—— 
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down, when Mr. Burnthwaite entering, 


to the infinite diſtreſs of our heroine, 
advanced towards them with a paper 
in his hand, and addreſſed Miſs Som- 


merville with a bow. © Encouraged, 
madam, by the known benevolence of your 


family, I venture through your means to 


- recommend this petition to the notice of 
your party.” It was in behalf of a 
poor widow, whoſe huſband had been 
_ drowned,” and who was left with a 


large family. She took the paper, and 
giving it to the reſt, they all imme- 
diately drew out their purſes, and 
gave half a crown each, the ſum which 
they ſaw by the names already down 


had been uſually ſubſcribed. Mr. 
Burnthwaite bowed his thanks, and 


running to fetch the pen and ink, 


ſaid, to the inexpreſſible conſternation 


of Honoria, Now, ladies, compleat 


the goodneſs. of the act, by adding 5 


nt names to the: liſt of the generous 
| con- 
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contributors. They immediately aſſent- 


ed, and Mrs. Campbell, Miſs Winter- 
ton, and Miſs Audley, having written 


theirs, gave the pen to Honoria, 
who pale and fick with apprehenſion, 
deſired the gentlemen would write firſt: 
they complied: ſhe then took the pa- 
per in her hand, which trembled ſo 
violently that they were all alarmed, 
and Mr. Burnthwaite ſaid, „you are ill, 
madam : permit me the honour of ſet- 
ting down your name:“ ſhe bowed an 


aſſent, wholly unable to ſpeak. Mr. 


Audley and the reſt were too much 
concerned at her illneſs to obſerve 
that Mr. Burnthwaite wrote Mails 
Sommerville. He then folded up the 
petition, and putting it in his, pocket, 
came up to enquire how ſhe was? 
Her terror was now ſubſided, and 
having drank a glaſs of water, ſhe 
declared herſelf perfectly recovered, 
but begged they might return to their 

inn: 
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inn: and no one making | objection, 
they wiſhed Mr. Burnthwaite a good 

morning, and left the rooms. Every 
ſtep they took leſſening our heroine's 
fears, abated her diforder, which ſhe 
ſaid was a ſudden giddineſs in her 
head, to which ſhe was often ſubject. 
It allo gave her an excuſe for not 
going out the remainder of the day. 
Mr. Audley was extremely anxious 
to continue with her, whilſt the others 
were finiſhing their walks, but with a 
degree of reſentment in her counte- 
nance at the propoſal, ſhe not only 
abſolutely forbad him, but ſaid if any 

one offered to remain with her, it 
would oblige her to walk, though 
much againſt her inclination. _ 


It muſt here be obſerved, that Mr. 
Burnthwaite's apparent charity aroſe 
from a ſtrong defire to know who the 
party were, to whom ſhe was ſo un- 

| willing 
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willing to introduce him, and he could 
think of no other method to gain his 
point: it ſucceeded very well, and fortu- 


nately, without his having the leaſt 


idea that her illneſs aroſe from an 
embarraſſment of any kind. When 
they left him, he meditated how he 
coma contrive another interview, when 
a ſummons from a lady, to whom he 
paid his devoirs, put every thing elfe 
out of his head, and engaged him for 
ſeveral hours, happily for our heroine, 
as the next meeting might have diſ- 
covered the ſecret the fo en 
wiſhed to conceal. 


The party ſoon returned, all but 


Mrs. Campbell, diſpleaſed and fatigued; 
Miſs Winterton particularly ſo, for 
vain had been all her endeavours to 
recall Mr. Audley's attention. The 


carriages were ordered directly, and de- 


termined to make one more effort, 
Helen 
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Helen aſked Honoria if ſhe had any 
objection to change places with her, 
as ſhe found the cloſeneſs of the coach 
affect her in the morning, and thought 


the phaeton would revive her. Mr. 


Audley ſtarted, and Honoria, glad of 
an opportunity to convince her that 
ſhe had no wiſh to attach him to her- 
ſelf, inſtantly replied, © I ſhall be much 


obliged by the exchange; I have many 


reaſons for preferring the coach, and 
my poor head is, I think, yet ſcarce- 
Iy well enough to be truſted in an 


open carriage.” George, though ex- 


tremely diſconcerted at this propoſal, 
could make no objection, and they 


ſet off. 


He knew Miſs Winterton was natu- 
rally fearful, and reſolved to frighten her 
a little, to prevent her in future from 


honouring him with her company; and 


whipping his horſes, they were ſoon a 
conſi- 
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derable way before the reſt. In vain 


did Helen entreat him to drive gently; 


he aſſured her he was only impelled 
by fears for her, as the clouds were 


gathering faſt, and he apprehended a 


heavy ſhower: ſhe thought this a 
good reaſon and ſubmitted in ſilence; 
but her terror prevented her from 
making thoſe gentle reproaches for his 
negligence, which the hope of having 
an opportunity to introduce had 1n- 
duced her to leave the coach. 


They were more than half way 
home when it began to rain with 


great violence, and ſhe was almoſt wet 


through; afraid of catching cold, ſhe 
entreated him with ſuch . earneſtneſs 
either to wait a few minutes, or return 
and meet the coach, where ſhe did 
not doubt but they would make room 


for her, that he could not refuſe; but 


whilſt debating the point, they heard 
it 
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it coming, and Mr. Audley, to ſave 


the trouble of turning his horſes, de- 
termined to wait till it came up: but 


when it was within one hundred yards, 
as he was looking round, he ſaw it 
ſuddenly overturn, and heard loud 
ſcreams from the ladies. Alarmed for 
all, but particularly anxious for Ho- 
noria, and not knowing what he did, 
he immediately jumped from the pha- 
eton, without thinking of the condi- 
tion in which he left Miſs Winterton, 
or even putting the reins into her 
hand, and ran towards the coach, 
where, with the aſſiſtance of the ſer- 
vants, he ſoon releaſed the ladies, who 


though extremely frightened, were not 


hurt. Mr. Hunter had, indeed, ſuf- 
fered ſeverely from the preſſure of. his 
foot, which not entirely recovered irom 
his gouty attack, had been inflamed 
by the exerciſe of the day, and was, of 
courſe, more ſuſceptible of pain. 
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On examining the coach, they found 
one of the wheels had been ſo much 
injured by the fall, that it was impoſ- 
ſible to proceed: the rain had fortu- 
nately leſſened, but the evening was draw- 
ing to a cloſe, and whilſt they were un- 
certain on what to determine, the poſ- 
tillion ſaid he believed there was a farm- 
houſe about a quarter of a mile off, if 
they croſſed the fields, and he could 
ſhew them the way; in the mean time, 
Mr. Audley, he added, could go home 
in his phaeton, and ſend a carriage from 

4 —, and, till that arrived, they 
might remain at the farm. They were 
all rejoĩced to find there was an aſylum 

ſo near, and agreed to follow the poſ- 
tillion, when they were aſtoniſhed by 
Mr. Audley's ſervant, who returning 
from the ſpot, where his maſter had 
left the phaeton, informed them no 
trace of it was to be ſeen, Mr. Audley 
then, for the firſt time, recollecting the 
| ſttuation 
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ſituation in which he had left Miſs 
Winterton, felt aſhamed of his care- 
lefineſs, but not letting them obſerve 
his confuſion, he gaily ſaid, © Helena 
was in the right to make the well of 
her way home.“ | 


In a few minutes they arrived at the 
farm, where they were received by the 
miſtreſs with great hoſpitality: ſhe con- 
doled with them on their misfortunes, 
and ordering a fire in her parlour, ſoon 
ſeated them all comfortably round it, 
and giving the ſervants ſome of her beſt 
ale, they ſet off for O to bring 
carriages, and learn ſome tidings of 
the fair fugitive, as her faithleſs ſwain 
humourouſly called her. Mrs. Hopkins 
apologiſed becauſe ſhe had no wine to 
offer them till her huſband came home, 
but faid ſhe could make them ſome 
tea; this 425 thankfully accepted, and 

Were 


were drinking it, when ſhe was called 
out of the room; _ but: ſoon returned, 
begging they would permit her to bring 
in a poor lady, whom her huſband had 
met with in his way from the fair, for 
whom there was no room by the kitchen 
fire: they immediately aſſented, and 
deſired ſne might come in directly and 
partake of their refreſhment; but what 
was the aſtoniſhment of the whole com- 
pany, when, ſupported by the farmer, 
they beheld their friend, Helen, enter 
without a hat, and her muſlin dreſs 
clung together by the rain, and almoſt 
covered with dirt! She expreſſed no 
leſs ſurpriſe than themſelves, but inter- 
mixed with reſentment towards Mr, 
Audley, for leaving her in fo forlorn 
a ſtate. He entreated her to pardon 
him, and faid his careleſſneſs was owing 
to the ſudden impreſſion of terror he 
received on ſeeing the coach overturn 
on 


238 HONORITA SOMMERVILLE: 


on account of his ſiſter. Miſs Winter- 
ton ſhook her head, as if ſhe doubted 
his motive, and then at the requeſt of 
the whole party, proceeded to inform 
them of what had befallen her ſince 
they parted. 


e The moment George jumped out 
of the phaeton, (faid ſhe) the reins, 
which he neglected to give me, fell on 
the horſes, and it was totally impoſſible 
for me to regain them; they ſet off the 
ſame pace they had been accuſtomed 
to, but my ſcreams, I ſuppoſe, fright- 
ened them, and they began a gallop. 
I ſhould certainly have Wat thrown out, 
had I not taken faſt hold. They ran 
on in this way for ſome time, and I 
continued ſcreaming, when fortunately 
I met this good farmer and his ſervant 
coming from C——, who ſtopped the 
horſes, and enquired what was the. 
. matter. 


1. 
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matter. I begged he would take me 
out, and then I told him the ſtory; he 
offered to let his man drive me to C 1 
but l poſitively refuſed to get into the 
phaeton, nor can I ever mount one again, 
Jam ſure; and then he ſaid he would 
bring me behind him to his houſe, and 


his man ſhould take the carriage to 


C ., and let my father know the 


accident I had met with, and that I 


ſhould not return to-night. This: offer 
I gladly accepted, but as he had no 
pillion, we had not gone half a mile 
before I flipped off, and in a very miry 
place, which made me in the condition 
you ſee.” 


Here ſhe concluded her relation, 
which afforded infinite amuſement to 
ſome of them, and George. whiſpered 


his ſiſter, © he hoped the hard rain and 


the Hough would cool the old maid's 
3 courage,” 
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courage. Honoria, who ſaw him laugh, 
reproved him by a look that expreſſed 
ſo much dignified contempt at his con- 


duct, that it awed him into good be- 
haviour- Miſs Winterton then declar- 
ing ſhe had ſuffered ſo much from fa- 
tigue and t error, that ſhe could not 
poſſibly return that night, they all agreed 
to ſtay, if Mrs. Hopkins could make 


up two beds for the ladies; this, ſhe 


faid, ſhe cou d eaſily do, as ſhe had ſe- 


veral apartmeats neatly fitted up for 


lodgings,” which had been let that ſum- 


mer to a family who only went a fort- 


night before. This was very agreeable 
intelligence, and they all retired early, 
weary and harraſſed with the occurren- 
ces of the day, though they had not 
equal reaſon to complain with Miſs 


Winterton. th 


| 


When they aroſe the next morning, S 


| they found an excellent fire in the par- 
„ , 


— 
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lour they had quitted the evening be- 
fore, (as though not far advanced in 
September, the weather was uncom- 
monly cold) and a good breakfaſt, con- 
ſiſting of the beſt produce of the farm. 


Several children alſo came round them, 
and amuſed them with their innocent 


prattle. But Mrs. Campbell and Miſs 
Winterton were ſhocked at the barbar- 
us vulgarity of their names; and whilſt 
they were conſulting how they ſhould 
+ reward Mrs. Hopkins for her trou- 
ble, it occurred to them, that excluſive of 
the preſent gratuity, it would pleaſe her 
highly if one of them was to offer to. 


ſtand godmother to her next child, 


for ſhe was then very near lying- in, and 
give it a name after their own fancy. 
Mrs. Campbell took it upon herſelf 
to ſtand, but inſiſted, that the ladies 
ſhould each chuſe a name for the 
child if it was a girl, and the gentle- 
men ſhould it be a boy. Mrs. Hop- 
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kins being called in, received the pro- 
poſal with the utmoſt gratitude, and 
made not the leaſt objection to its 
having four names, if they would/ be 
fo good as to ſet them down, for elſe, 
the faid, ſhe could never remember 
them. Mrs. Campbell then choſe Cle- 
opatra ; Miſs Winterton, Delia ; Ho- 
noria, Henrietta; which ſhe endea- 
voured to think was in compliment 
to her friend Lady Euſtace, not daring 
to own even to herſelf . that another 
perſon was in her thoughts; and Miſs 
Audley, who loved no body ſo well as. 
herſelf, Charlotte. 


The gentlemen were then to fix. 
Mr. Hunter begged Mrs. Campbell. 
to determine for him; ſhe aſſented 
with a ſmile of pleaſure at the compli- 
ment, and wrote Numa Pompelius. 
Mr. Audley requeſted Miſs Wentworth. 
would do the fame for him; ſhe ob- 


4 jected 


Si nm V 2 £m 
jected for ſometime, but at liſt: being 
teized, with a deep figh ſaid, Henry. 
Miſs Winterton pouted that he had 
not left it to her choice, which Mrs. 
Hopkins perceiving, ſaid as the firſt gen- 
tleman. had given two names, there 
was no reaſon why. the other ſhould 
not alſo, if Miſs Winterton liked to 
fix on another, and George ſeconding 
the requeſt, not to appear too obdurate, 
ſhe choſe Corydon. The names were 
then read over, and given to Mrs. 
Hopkins _ they ran thus; Cleopatra, 
Delia, Henrietta, Charlotte; and Numa 
Pompelius, Henry, Corydon. She 
eurtſied and thanked them for the ho- 
nor they had done her, and was then: 
handſomely paid for her trouble, and: 
Mrs. Campbell defiring. to hear when 
ſhe was brought to bed, they prepard 
to ſet out, Mr. Audley- obferving; 
to our heroine in a whiſper, how 
the parſon would ſtare when the child 

Was 
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was carried to church. They arri- MW 
ved at C—— before dinner, and ex 2 = 
cepting ſlight colds, none ſuffered but 


Miſs Winterton, who was confined for 
a week. 


END OF YOLUME. Is. 


